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—DISCLAIMER—  
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the Southland Multicultural Council Inc.    

Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party. 

The monthly newsletter of Southland Multicultural Council  
(formerly Southland Multi-Nations) 

46 Kelvin St Invercargill (03)2149296 or 027 214 9296 E:office@southlandmulticultural .co.nz W:www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz  

Thanks to the  

International School at SIT for 

printing  this publication 

SOUTHLAND 

MULTICULTURAL  
COUNCIL  INC 

Whai awhio 

 

 

Women’s Group 
 
 
 
 

Future Dates 
August 5 

September 9 
October 7 

November 4 

 

Youth Group 
15 July 2017 

Southland Community House 
46 Kelvin St 

6.30 pm to 9.00pm 
  

(Finger food provided) 
 

Future dates 
August 12 

September 16 
October 14 

November 11 

 

Potluck Dinner 

Please  bring a plate of food to share 

Brazilian/Chilean 
Night 

 
22 July 2017 

 
Hansen  Hall (SIT) 

133 Tay Street 
6:00 pm  

mailto:multination@woosh.co.nz
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-Promoting and protecting the interests of ethnic people- 

 

Meggy Bartlett-McBride 

President 

K ia Ora, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who attended the Philippine Independence day Celebra-

tion held on 24th of June 2017. Thank you for our guests, MC, Gerry Forde for hosting the event and all the 

performers and participants of the beauty pageant for making the event a memorable one. A big thank you to 

the volunteers, “board members”, whose selfless and untiring efforts that led for a successful event.  

 

Last couple of weeks, I have been busy attending meetings and rekindling relationships with other organisa-

tions/agencies. Recently, my team and I went to Dunedin to attend the Federation’s Annual General meeting. It 

was a great experience to our newly elected members of SMC to witness the MNZ AGM 2017.  

 

I would like to thank the entire Southland Multicultural Council committee for trusting me to represent the 

council in the Federation’s Election.  I am really glad to inform you all that I have been elected as the new Sec-

retary of MNZ. I would like to express my gratitude to all the SMC committee members to be present at the 

AGM to support me. I am extremely delighted and honoured to be elected as the secretary of Multicultural New 

Zealand. But most of all, thank all for using your voice, your vote, to express your confidence in me.  

 

 It is such an honour to be elected as the secretary of the Federation of MCNZ. I am humbled that you would 

place your faith and trust in me. This is a responsibility that I do not take lightly, and I will endeavour to repre-

sent you with the utmost transparency and boldness. 

 

I look forward to working closely with our growing and vibrant migrant communities in each of our regional 

councils, our Council group and as we keep sharing our vision and concepts for the future of Multicultural New 

Zealand. 

 

The coming months will be busiest for the Southland Multicultural Council, actively participating in the com-

munity events such as ILT Kidzone, Hokonui Culture Feast (SMC will have a stall at the festival) and the 

Polyfest. 

 

This month we will be celebrating the Brazilian/Chilean Culture on our potluck dinner on 22 July 2017. 

 

I would like to acknowledge Sajitha Ferry, our Coordinator for being the Champion of “It’s Not Ok Cam-

paign”. It's not OK is a community-driven behaviour change campaign to reduce family violence in New Zea-

land. Its goal is to change attitudes and behaviour that tolerate any kind of family violence. 

 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page/newsletter for future workshops/seminars for Youth/Men’s/Women’s 

Group gatherings.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you!!! 

Keep warm and stay safe. 
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Editorial  
Gimhani Perera 

Secretary 

 

K ia Ora 

 

As the Secretary of SMC, I am taking this 

opportunity to thank organisers and hosters of NZFMC AGM 

2017. As newly elected secretary this was my 1st national level 

experience in NZ. This was a great opportunity to myself to wit-

ness the different programmes and events run throughout the NZ 

by different MCs to help different ethnicities and cultures to be 

settled in NZ. Specially the youth workshop “Youth Aotea-Reo” to 

create an app for youth made me excited, and I was happy to en-

gaged in sharing my ideas about the features that we can add to this 

new youth App. It was very enjoyable three days where I was able 

to meet people all around NZ, I am very inspired by hearing their 

stories as volunteers to MC, and which gave me more knowledge 

and confidence to grow  as an active Volunteer to serve the com-

munity. 

 

K ia Ora 

 

Hope you are all well and keeping warm and cosy in this cold 

weather. 

 

First of all, I would like to say a big thank you to all who partici-

pated in making the Philippine Independence Day Celebration a 

big success. A lot of hard work of the committee members and the 

volunteers along with the support of sponsors, funders and all the 

participants especially the guests/judges and performers went into 

making the event go off so smoothly.  

 

Its been the busiest time of the year with new elected board under 

the leadership of Meggy that has been so energetic and active in 

serving the community. There has also been quite a lot of inquiries 

in the office from migrants all over Southland. I am glad that I 

have a support admin (volunteer) at the office to help me with all 

the works.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Meggy, the 

President for her other role as the Secretary of Multicultural New 

Zealand and also thank her for all the support she gives me in the 

office for its smooth running. 

 

We are celebrating the Brazilian and Chilean cultures for the first 

time in the history of Southland Multicultural Council’s potluck. I 

hope you all will enjoy it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nirmal Kumaran Manoharan (Kumaran) 

Committee Member  

 

"My dream would be a multicultural society, 

one that is diverse and where every man, 

woman and child are treated equally. I dream 

of a world where all people of all races work 

together in a harmony "  - Nelson Mandela 

 

I have the same dream and I began to believe this dream after I 

came to New Zealand. Here in Southland the volunteering opportu-

nities are immense. So, I volunteered with interest and care along 

with my studies. 

As a volunteer, I was identified and recognized by the Southland 

Multicultural Council.  Being a part of Southland Multicultural 

Council has given me the chance to explore and gain knowledge on 

the community services. As a committee member, I was invited to 

participate in the Annual General Meeting of New Zealand Federa-

tion of Multicultural Councils in Dunedin. This was a great oppor-

tunity to gather the insights on multicultural councils in New Zea-

land.  

 

As it was my first trip for such an event in New Zealand, I had the 

intriguing thoughts on the meeting which kept my interest fresh. 

The interest kept growing when I was given the opportunity to in-

troduce myself and listen to the discussion on intelligence sharing 

and creating strong relations. The outcome of the discussion pro-

vided me a clear picture on the vision of multicultural councils. 

 

It was a new experience with Youth Aotea-Reo Group, where I 

learned about developing Youth Aotea-Reo App for the communi-

ty through the discussion and fun activities.  My suggestion was on 

creating unsafe points in the city map, where more than five unsafe 

points will create a red alert and it will be sent to authority. This 

will be easy for the authorities to take action on that particular area 

to make that spot as a safer 

zone.  

 

Post lunch meeting concen-

trated on the migrant settle-

ment and the integration 

strategy that convinced me 

the message on the oppor-

tunities in this great coun-

try for a migrant like me. 

The main purpose of this trip showed me process and real structure 

of the councils operating through New Zealand Federation of Mul-

ticultural Councils. The AGM gave me and the other new partici-

pants the opportunity to speak and I was happy to share my 

thoughts on forming innovation group and program for singles 

which in turn reflected a positive comment from Mr. Pancha Nara-

yanan “They are not just sitting, They are also thinking”, These are 

the motivational words that will let me to serve more to this com-

munity. Travelling along with Southland Multicultural Council 

President Meggy and the team made this trip awesome. Overall it 

was a scintillating experience and I will be delighted to meet all my 

multicultural council family again.  

 

        Kia Ora 

        God Bless 

Sajitha Ferry 

Coordinator 
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Office: 03 214 9296 or 027 214 9296  

To find out more, contact us 

Southland Multicultural  Council 

       Youth Group  
 

M: 021 295 4194  

             Stefenpon Sitindjak 

 

15th of July 
 

At  
Southland Community House 

46 Kelvin Street 
 
 

From 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm 
 

(Finger food provided) 

“We cannot always build the future for 

our youth, but we can build our youth for 

the future” 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Southland Multicultural  Council         
           Men’s Group 

Will start functioning informally from August 2017 to get more ideas and create a 
vision for the group 

 
 

The group is first of its kind and there is lot of excitement. We encourage all mi-
grant men to participate and share your views and thoughts on how we can work 

together to integrate effectively with the community.  
 
NB: Please keep an eye on our Facebook page  and website for updates 
 Please do not hesitate to contact us for more information on this group 

Office: 03 214 9296 or 027 214 9296  

   To find out more, contact us 

“The greatness of a man is not in how much wealth 

he acquires, but in his integrity and his ability to 

affect those around him positively” 

~Bob Marley~ 
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Entry 
 

Financial Members  : Free 
Non Financial Members  : Gold Coin Donation 

           
 In Brazil 

Hugging and backslapping are common 

greetings among Brazilian friends 

In Chile 

Women should sit before men for dining 

Brazilian   

Lamb/beef 
BBQ 

with rice and 
Salad   

Coxhina 
(Chicken) 

Prestige cake Brigadeiro 

Menu of the day 

Empanadas 
with 

Pebre (sauce) 

Calzones 
Rotos 

Sepoipillas 

22 July 2017 
 

Hansen  Hall (SIT) 
133 Tay Street 

6:00 pm  

Potluck Dinner 

Please  bring a plate of food to share 
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Here are some of the photos from Philippine Night held on 24 June 2017 

Philippine Independence Day Potluck 
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We  are always looking for articles, photos and events to put into our newsletter. We would like to hear stories 

that you are passionate about, what you are obsessed with or your grandmother’s recipe that only you could tell. We would 

love to add your works that highlight creativity. We would also love to hear about your experience in New Zealand, your 

expectations, about friendships/relationships, person who inspires you, your dream job or even the feedback on the way the 

events/activities of Southland Multicultural Council connects you with the community. 

So if you have anything you would like to put in our newsletter, please let me know and we will be happy to put it in.  

  

               To submit your article, contact  
 

               office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz  
                             03 214 9296 or 027 214 9296 

 What a great accomplishment!!! 
 
We have done 1730 stars and will be send to Gold Coast, 
Australia by this week to be part of the massive display at 
the Common Wealth Games 2018.  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank each and eve-
ry one who contributed and help us to support the One Mil-
lion Star Campaign as each star has been woven as a state-
ment to end violence. 
 
From start to finish you were an incredible volunteer, and 
because of your dedication and hard work, we have 
achieved this. Thank you so much for your commitment of 
time and energy to this important project.  
 
Thanking you can go a long way toward accomplishing this 
goal, so it is worth taking the time to find just the right words 
to show your appreciation.  
 
Volunteers are the super stars of Southland Multicultural 
Council as they shine for the benefit of others. 
 

  Keep Shining!!! 

mailto:office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz


 8 

          Southland Multicultural Council                                                       July 2017  
   

The Rainbow Quill 

2017 Classes  

English Language Groups 

Class Type Time Location 

Reading & Writing 10am-12pm 
Wednesdays 

Invercargill 

Listening & Speaking 10am-12pm 
Thursdays 

Invercargill 

ELG Conversation 
(Beginner & Elemen-
tary) 

1pm – 3pm  
Fridays 

Invercargill 

Listening &Speaking 6.30 to 8.30 p.m. Gore 
  

Pronunciation 
  

5.30 to 7.30 p.m. 
  

Invercargill 

ELG Conversation 
Winton 

6.45pm-8.45pm 
Mondays 

Winton 

  
IELTS Training * 

  Invercargill 
Winton 

 
Workplace English 

 
Work Talk is a four week ESOL course (12 hours per week) for migrants to 

help them improve their job seeking skills for the Kiwi workplace  

English for Employees (48 hours over 18 weeks) is a free, part-time, flexible 

programme for migrants who are working and want to improve their language, 

literacy and numeracy skills for the workplace.  

There are few things in this world that bring people together like a good meal.   

Erlinda Sugiarto  

shares one of her favourite Indonesian classic recipes. 

 

Send your recipe with a photo (optional) to us for a chance to be 

featured in an upcoming newsletter. 

https://www.facebook.com/BuzzfeedCommunity/
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If you’d like to share a story with read-
ers of this newsletter— something 
that has helped you to settle into New 
Zealand, a good news story, a recipe, 
something else of interest and appro-
priate for the newsletter . 
You can email it to me at  
office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 
and I will include it as space permits.   
          Thanks.  Sajitha 

If you would like to talk to 
the police about anything 
you can phone me on 215 
0311 or  
Invercargill Police Station 
211 0400. 

Remember, if it is urgent, dial 111 
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 New to Eastern Southland? 
 

    Visit http://
www.newcomers.co.nz/

  

Tax Credit for  
Donations 

 

 
Southland Multicul-
tural Council Inc. is 
an incorporated society and is regis-
tered under the Charities Act 2005, 
CC27119. 
 
Donations of $5 or more are eligible 
for a donations tax credit  from the 
Inland Revenue Department.  A re-
ceipt will be issued so you can claim 
the rebate. 

 
The purpose of Southland Multicul-
tural Council is to promote and pro-

tect the  
interests of ethnic people in  

Southland 

Birthday Greetings  

**************************** 

Happy Birthday to  

young and old, having a birthday this month of July 

Stephen Ballantine   : July 2 

Arnel Joseph Bartlett-McBride : July 11 

 

If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our newsletters  

please contact 214 9296  or  027 214 9296 

or email  

office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

1
6
8
4
1
0
5
 

Phon  03 218 or call in and see   Spey Street 97 
Ope  Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 10am to  

Free legal Clinic  - Thursday evenings 
 
Consumer Clinic  Monday and Friday midday - 

Justice OF The Peace  Clinic  
Saturday, 10am to 12 noon 

Financial Advice Clinic   
first Wednesday of the month from midday 

Citizen's Advice Bureau                  
36 Don Street, Invercargill  

This agency has been set up to assist people with  
enquiries for services and for referral to other agencies.  

                       Specialist service include: 
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until noon.  (no ap-

pointment necessary) 

Consumer clinic - every Thursday 12pm—1.30pm  & Friday 12pm
-1.30pm - call to make an appointment  

Legal services- free legal service on Thursday night.  An appoint-
ment must be made. 

Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222 I W: www.cab.org.nz  

SOUTHLAND 

MULTICULTURAL  
COUNCIL  INC 

Whai awhio 
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Safety Message from the Office of Ethnic 
Communities 

 
Office of Ethnic Communities would like to alert you to a 
current telephone scam operating in New Zealand which 
is  targeting ethnic community members.   
The scammers pose as Immigration New Zealand officials 
and call individuals to discuss ‘problems’ with their residen-
cy, suggesting the person may be considered an illegal im-
migrant.  They then request sums of money to be paid or 
threaten deportation. 
This scam is currently being investigated by New Zealand 
Police 
Scams like this are targeted and can seem credible.  Do 
not  give out account details over the phone unless you 
made the call and you trust that the number you called is 
genuine. Ask for a name and number so you can call them 
back, and check that number against a number you know to 
be genuine. 
If you suspect you have given away your credit card details 

to a scammer call your bank immediately so that they can 

suspend your account. Ask to speak to bank staff that spe-

cialise in security or fraud for assistance. Credit card compa-

nies can reverse a fraudulent transaction if contacted soon 

enough. 

If you believe you have been a victim of this scam please 

contact your local police station. 

The Team 
The Office of Ethnic Communities Te Tari Ma-
tawaka 
Direct Dial: +64 4 494 0546 | Fax: +64 4 495 7231 
PO Box 805, Wellington 6011 | 
www.ethniccommunities.govt.nz 
 
The Office of Ethnic Communities is part of the De-
partment of Internal Affairs 

 
      If you are not a member of Southland Multicultural Council or your 

membership is due for renewal, call us at  03 214 9296 or 027 214 9296 
or post the application form (see page 11) to 46 Kelvin Street, Invercar-
gill. You can also email us at office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz. 

 

Annual Membership is  $15 per family  

SOUTHLAND 

MULTICULTURAL  
COUNCIL  INC 

Whai awhio 

http://www.ethniccommunities.govt.nz/
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM: 
(If you are filling in the form please put your details in (1).  Your partner’s details go in (2) 

 

1. First Name:...........................................................Family Name:……………………………………………………..  

 

2. First Name:…………………………………………..Family Name:……………………………………………………. 

 

Address:.................................................................................................................................................................... 

 

Country of Origin:............................................................. Languages spoken:.................................................. 

 
Children Names and Birth dates:........................................................................................................................... 
 

Contact Details:   Landline:..........................................Mobile:...................................................................... 

    

   E-mail(s):............................................................................................................................. 

        

Newsletter: We produce a monthly newsletter to advertise support services, upcoming events and articles of interest. 

Would you like to receive our Newsletter ?   YES/NO 

        Electronic  or Hardcopy (circle one) 

FEES:  

Membership is $15 per family per year paid annually. 

Please post fee and completed form to:  

     The Coordinator, Southland Multicultural Council Inc 

     46 Kelvin Street, Invercargill 

     Telephone: (03) 2149296 
 

 

Payments can also be made direct to our bank account: SBS Bank account number 031355 0695299 00 

    Name of our Bank Account is Southland Multicultural Council Inc No 1 A/C 
 

If you would like to deliver the form the office is open from 9.00am to 2.30pm. 

   
FEEDBACK: Our aim is to welcome, support and include new members in our activities and programs.   

We would like to hear what you need from your organisation and what would help you feel at home in Southland. 

 

How did you first hear about Southland Multicultural Council (formerly Multi-Nations)………………………………. 

 

Would you like to be on our Translators/Interpreter’s list?     Yes/No 

 

Would you like to be involved in helping new people feel welcome in Southland?  This may involve passing on 

your contact details with your permission?      Yes/No 

 

Would you like to know more about our Organisation and become involved?     Yes/No 

 

Any ideas or suggestions?..................................................................................................................................... 

 
 
Please post or deliver your completed form to above address   

Phone: (03) 2149296 M: 027 214 9296 

Email: office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

Website: www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

Southland Community House 

46 Kelvin Street  

Invercargill New Zealand 

For office use:  

Receipt no.  

Entered d/base  

Entered email  

Southland Multicultural Council Inc 

Formerly Southland Multi-Nations Council Inc 

http://www.multinations.co.nz
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Please return to : 
Southland Multicultural Council  

Southland Community House 

46Kelvin Street 

Invercargill 9810 

“The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today” 

                                                                          ~Jackson Brown, Jr.~ 


