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Thank you to our
funders:

Southland Multicultural Xmas Picnic at Queens
Park at Rotonda area
December 10, 2016 - 11:00am to 4:00pm
Members of Southland Multicultural Council - Free
Non members – a gold coin donation
Please bring a plate of food to share.
Please bring Santa parcel for your kids worth $5.

**************************************
Youth Programme
December 16, 2016 - 7-9:00pm
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street, Invercargill

**************************************

Thanks to the

International School at SIT
for printing this publication

Please note that the office will close for the Christmas break
on Friday 16 December and reopen on Monday 9 January.
We hope you have a great holiday and look forward to seeing
you in the New Year.

*************************************
If you have some urgent matters, you can contact Meggy @
027 214 9296

—DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.
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Greetings to the Multicultural Family and Friends!!!
Wow, 2016 is almost over. Not long to go, we will be celebrating Christmas and I bet most kids are
looking forward to see Santa. This is the busy time for most of us, some of you will have summer holiday to look forward to, but I am sure that all of us will enjoy and appreciate the warmer weather.
Firstly, I must thank to all the volunteers, the SMC team/Board and participants of our Diwali event
2016, indeed it was a great success. Seeing you all there enjoying the company of one another, interacting, participating and sharing moments was really a privilege to witness that night. I must thank
Jeanice Rohloff for letting us use her place/kitchen for the food preparation. To the volunteers a BIG
THANK YOU to all of you, we couldn’t have done it without your unconditional support. Lastly, I would
like to acknowledge and a massive thank to the funders such us COGS, LOTTERY, CTOS, ILT
FOUNDATION etc. and sponsors such as Little India, Curry Guru, Tasty Bits, Bidvest, Bombay Palace, Alvin Bandong and Thai
Thai Restaurant.
Three weeks ago I witnessed all the recipients who took oath of their citizenship at Invercargill City Council and Southland District; it
was truly a pleasure to be there. Recently, I was in Wellington for 3 days attending the Women’s Leadership Hui with Jeanice and
Sajitha, we had an amazing time and an opportunity to network with RMC.
I would like to acknowledge all the people turned up on our Star Weaving Session, your helping hands are always needed, as we
have to weave 10,000 stars before July 2017 and send it to Brisbane to be part of GC2018 installation. These beautiful stars are
symbols of light, courage and solidarity to end all forms of violence, including violence against women, bullying and racism. Everyone is welcome to join us; everyone can be a star weaver, just keep an eye on our Facebook page for some dates and venue for
sessions.
Invercargill Santa Parade will be on this weekend, I look forward to our float looking spectacular and I hope to see many of you join
us on parade.
Our last function for the year will be our Christmas Picnic and it will be at Queens Park at Rotonda area, I look forward seeing you
all there.
To close my message this year, I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year. Be safe and look after yourself, no
doubt I will be seeing you again soon

Warm regards,
Meggy Bartlett-McBride
SMC-President
C: 027 214 9296 or 021 557 527
E: bartlettmcbridemeggy@gmail.com

********************************************************
Kia ora Koutou,
My name is Sajitha Ferry and it is indeed a great pleasure to introduce myself as the new Coordinator of the Southland Multicultural
Council.
I am really excited to be in this position and being new to the position, I am learning new skills and abilities to deliver service to the
ethnic communities as well as local communities to the maximum and I would like to thank all the members of the Southland Multicultural Council especially the Board/Committee for entrusting this responsible position on me.
I am really keen to meet you all
Have a cheerful Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Regards,
Sajitha Ferry
Coordinator
Southland Multicultural Council
C: 03 214 9296
E: office@southland multicultural.co.nz
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We are getting ready to
welcome Santa.

Are you ready?
Come and join us for the Santa
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Youth Programme Update
Youth Christmas Gathering
Venue
Date
Time

: Southland Community
House
: 16/12/2016
: 6.30 pm onwards

Potluck Dinner (Please bring a plate of food to share)
Exchange of Gifts worth $10.

Here are the photos from Youth
Session November
11, 2016 which
was an informative and creative one.
The presentation by Fred Musika on Five Ways to
Overcome cultural Barriers was really informative.
We were really pleased to have Karen Ave to join us
for the star weaving session as are on a mission to
weave 10,000 stars by July 2017 to support the One
Million Star Campaign to end violence.
The star weaving sessions are becoming interesting as the number of participants has been increasing
and as we are getting closer
to the target.

Brando Palling

A man who has a cute
story of weaving stars
even in his dreams

Statement by Erlinda, one of our star weaver
If you are interested to join the SMC Youth Group, please contact the office @ 03 214 9296
or Meggy @ 027 214 9296. We would love to have you on board and share your thoughts
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Citizenship Ceremony November 2016

Southland is becoming more and
multicultural as we are.
We are extremely delighted to
witness the citizenship ceremonies held at Invercargill City
Council and Southland District
Council and present the new citizens who swore the oaths of allegiance, with a native tree to plant
in their new home.
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DIWALI 2016 UPDATES

Photos of ceremony and Dinner time

Contestants for MR/Ms Diwali 2016 and
Winners

Photos of Food preparation for Diwali night
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Safety Message from the Office of Ethnic
Communities
Office of Ethnic Communities would like to alert you to a
current telephone scam operating in New Zealand which
is targeting ethnic community members.
The scammers pose as Immigration New Zealand officials
and call individuals to discuss ‘problems’ with their residency, suggesting the person may be considered an illegal immigrant. They then request sums of money to be paid or
threaten deportation.
This scam is currently being investigated by New Zealand
Police
Scams like this are targeted and can seem credible. Do
not give out account details over the phone unless you
made the call and you trust that the number you called is
genuine. Ask for a name and number so you can call them
back, and check that number against a number you know to
be genuine.
If you suspect you have given away your credit card details
to a scammer call your bank immediately so that they can
suspend your account. Ask to speak to bank staff that specialise in security or fraud for assistance. Credit card companies can reverse a fraudulent transaction if contacted soon
enough.
If you believe you have been a victim of this scam please
contact your local police station.

The Team
The Office of Ethnic Communities Te Tari Matawaka
Direct Dial: +64 4 494 0546 | Fax: +64 4 495 7231
PO Box 805, Wellington 6011 |
www.ethniccommunities.govt.nz

Provide English language classes for
migrants from non-English speaking
backgrounds.
Home Tutors
English Language Conversation classes
Invercargill, Gore, & Winton
Reading & Writing classes (Invercargill)
English for Employees ( Invercargill)
Work Talk ( Invercargill)
Professional Speaking for Migrants
(Invercargill)
To enrol or for more information
please contact ELP Southland
184 Esk Street
Invercargill
O: 03-218 2736 M: 029 771 0950
E: southland@englishlanguage.org.nz
W: www.englishlanguage.org.nz
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Free legal Clinic

- Thursday evenings

Consumer Clinic

- Monday and Friday midday

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://
www.newcomers.co.nz/

Justice OF The Peace Clinic
Saturday, 10am to 12 noon

Phon 03 218
or call in and see 97 Spey Street
Ope Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 10am to 12

Citizen's Advice Bureau
97 Spey Street, Invercargill

This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other agencies.

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic - every Thursday 12pm—1.30pm & Friday 12pm1.30pm - call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday night. An appointment must be made.

Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

1684105

Financial Advice Clinic
first Wednesday of the month from midday

If you would like to talk to
the police about anything
you can phone me on 215
0311 or
Invercargill Police Station
211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent
dial 111

Community Constable, Anthony Hogan

If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New
Zealand, a good news story, a recipe,
something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter .
You can email it to me at
office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz
and I will include it as space permits.
Thanks. Meggy

Tax Credit for
Donations

Birthday Greetings
****************************
Happy Birthday to,
young and old, having a birthday this month of November
If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our newsletters
please phone the office, 214 9296 or 027 214 9296

or email office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz
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Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
is an incorporated society and is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible
for a donations tax credit from the
Inland
Revenue Department. A receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in
Southland
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Kia ora Koutou
We are always looking for articles, photos, events etc to put into our newsletter, so if you have
anything you would like to put in our newsletter please let me know and we will be happy to
put it in.
You can email it to us at:
office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz
or phone us at 03- 214 9296 or 027 214 9296

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be you can either phone the office for a form, come into the office and
collect a form or download a form from our website www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz. On the website you
will find the membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS

Just a reminder if it has slipped your mind and your membership is due for renewal, you can
call into the office at: Southland Community House, 46 Kelvin St. between 9.00 am - 3:00
pm, or you can pay by direct credit into our account — SBS—031355 0695299 00.
Your continued membership helps and supports the continuation of the work we do to support the growing migrant community here in Southland.
Thank you.
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just
one more time.
Thomas A. Edison
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