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SOUTHLAND SANTA PARADE 

 

DECEMBER 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

The quarterly newsletter of Southland Multicultural Council Inc. 
A: 46 Kelvin St Invercargill                              L: (03) 214 9296           M: 027 214 9296  
E:office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz        W: southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

The Christmas season kicked off once again as we displayed diversity in unity down at the Southland Santa Parade. SMCI 
Committee, office staff and community volunteers paraded side by side showing unity of different ethnicities.  Despite the 
very challenging year we had in 2020, we look forward to having a safe and wonderful Christmas and a brighter 2021! 

Please be           

advised that our 

office will be 

closed for       

Christmas and 

New Year break,     

starting 

19 December and 

will resume on            

11 January 2021.  
 

See you all in the 

new year!  

 
PLEASE CHECK ALL OUR      
UPCOMING CULTURAL 

EVENTS, ACTIVITIES, HUIS 
AND WORKSHOPS IN OUR 

FACEBOOK PAGE OR IN 
OUR WEBSITE. 

 
 
• www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz 
• FB: southland multicultural council 
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The year 2020 is nearly over and we look forward to 
2021 already with lots of events, workshops and      
activities planned. 
 
At the start of 2020, our calendar was set and ready 
to go. As we all know Covid-19 pandemic took over 
and continued to curtail most social gatherings, 
meetings etc. 

It has been a privilege to have worked alongside our diverse 
ethnicities, office staff, volunteers and the public as we have 
raced through the remainder of the year in cramming events, 
workshops, online lessons, culture host culture to ensure that 
we fulfill our aims and objects and acknowledge various         
cultures. 
 

Our organization could not function without the governance 
team and office staff. I wish to thank the committee for all the 
support  given in helping us  to deliver our services  albeit      
during Pandemic  Times. 
 

We have had to adapt to changing technology in the way we 
conduct  some services and for  this we  the committee are 
grateful  to Meggy {Coordinator}, and Kris {Administrator ],for 
the way they have embraced  these changes and worked        
tirelessly with our volunteers to ensure all events have been   
delivered  professionally. We also acknowledge the support of 
our Funders and the wider public who have shown a willingness 
to support events enjoying themselves and meeting ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things. Thank you to the various  
dignitaries who have attended monthly events at Hansen Hall 
your support means a lot to us .We also thank you for attending  
other events in the various locations  they have been held. 
 

Sadly, we have had to say goodbye to some of our Performers, 
Migrants, Students and volunteers as they pursue employment 
opportunities outside of Invercargill. They have either returned 
to their Birth Country or moved to other parts of NZ to seek job 
opportunities and stable income as some of this is not available 
in this city. This saddens  us as we know  that the majority want 
to stay here and contribute to our region and become citizens 
of NZ .We regret  that this movement  will  be ongoing as we 
continue  to fight Covid-19 and businesses “battle’ with     
shrinking incomes. 
 

Finally, on behalf of the Governance Team- James, Steve, 
Nayabet {Retiring December 2020} Hafswa, Melissa and myself 
we wish you and your families a joyful Xmas and a prosperous 
2021! 

 

CHAIRPERSON 
Message 

Neill Rumble 

“Persistence 
and 

resilience 
only come 

from having 
been given 
the chance 

to work 
through 
difficult 
times.” 

 
 – Gever Tully - 
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DECEMBER 

Meggy Bartlett-McBride 

 

COORDINATOR    
Message 

Greetings Everyone 
  
It’s hard to believe that a new 
year is once again just about upon 
us.  
 
2020 has been full of uncertainty. 
SMC has however operated      
successfully through this           
challenging year. Our passionate 
and energetic team has enabled 
us to successfully deliver our     
services to the community. 
 
The past three months have been 
extremely busy. We have          
coordinated and hosted multiple 
cultural activities, events, and 
workshops. With continued     
support from our energetic and 
enthusiastic team of volunteers, 
we were able to achieve all our 
planned events for 2020. Thank 
you so much team, it is truly      
appreciated! I look forward to 
working with you all again next 
year. 
 
Highlights of recent events        
include the Mexican Fiesta Night- 
a festival showcasing Mexican   
culture and traditions. Guests, 
especially the children, relished in 
participating in a diverse range of 
interactive activities and truly   
appreciated the tasty Mexican 
food. The Multicultural Halloween 
Party was well supported by the 
community, with many attendees 
embracing and showcasing their 
own cultures beliefs. For some, 
Halloween is a celebration of     
departed love ones.  
 
The Nepalese Culture Night       
celebrated the diverse country of 
Nepal and its wonderful people. 
Fantastic performances left      
everyone attending with a        
fantastic insight into the colourful 
Nepalese culture.  On the same  

 
 
 
 
 
 
day, we also hosted a Maori 
Culture Hui. This provided an 
opportunity for migrants to 
experience a Powhiri          
welcoming onto a marae as 
well as learning pepeha, 
weaving and waita. 
 
The following week we hosted 
Dwhani - Rhythm of Indian        
Culture. This was a celebration 
showcasing the diversity of Indian 
music, art and traditional          
costume. The evening was a night 
full of colour and very lively      
music. I was privileged to be 
afforded the opportunity to 
proudly wear one of their          
traditional dresses on the night.  
 
Our cultural celebrations would 
not be possible without the      
willingness of each respective   
ethnic community to collaborate 
in partnership with SMC.  I 
acknowledge and thank everyone 
involved dearly for making it    
possible to share, to the wider 
community, cultural diversity in 
Southland. 
 
It is pleasing to see how quickly 
people adapted to life under the 
cloud of COVID-19. The wellbeing 
of migrant communities has been 
of concern to SMC and we are 
pleased to see that our efforts to 
ensure resilience in the            
community are exceeding         
expectations.   
 
We have further facilitated       
Brazilian, Colombian and Chinese 
Culture Huis. Each hui has been 
well supported and its satisfying 
to witness members of our     

community showing an active  
interest in learning the culture, 
history and peculiarities of        
another ethnicity. We will        
continue to host more huis next 
year, so keep a watch on our    
Facebook posts or website. 
 
I would like to again thank our 
generous funders - the Lottery 
Grants Board, ILT Foundation, 
Ministry of Social Development 
and Community Trust South, for 
their continuous support of SMC. 
Their financial support is critical to           
enabling SMC to maintain and   
improve our services to the     
community where we aim to build 
stronger community resiliency 
and a united healthy relationship 
amongst people of all ethnicities. 
 
In 2021 we will continue to reach 
out to those who are vulnerable 
and continue to promote cultural 
diversity within our wonderful 
community. 
 
My Christmas wish for everyone 
is to stay safe and look out for 
each other. Together we can 
make our community an even 
better place.  
 
Enjoy the festive season. Looking 
forward to seeing you all in the 
New Year.  
 

“When we learn how to become resilient, we learn 
how to embrace the beautifully broad spectrum of the 

human experience.” ― Jaeda Dewalt - 
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VOLUNTEER STATEMENT 

Volunteering in 
such a friendly 

and warm 
environment can 
help volunteers 
to feel like they 

are home. 
 

Being a member of 
SMC team has 
helped me to 

alleviate longing 
for my family who 
are so far away. 

 
 

ADMINISTRATOR 
Message 

 

Being an administrator with Southland Multicultural Council, I have learned to 
know cultural awareness and sensitivity as part of my work mantra. A thing that 
we  continuously advocate bringing our migrants and local community together 
creating a stronger and united region. This has never been more important until 
the pandemic hit us this year. All of us were challenged into a new normal that 
defied everyone’s way of living.  
 
Our organisation has been of service to the community during these challenging 
times and will continue to be with the community navigating our lives to this 
new normal. We have had numerous events and workshops to provide our    
community capability and resilience leading to a well-deserved way of life. We 
are one of the luckiest nations that have united against Covid-19 but just like 
everyone else in the world, everything still feels surreal. 
 
As we come to an end of a year full of challenges and unprecedented surprises, I 
look back to a year that no one has ever experienced before. Looking at the glass 
half full, 2020 has taught me to value the things that matter and how to           
appreciate the things and people around me. And I have never been so grateful 
to work with an organisation that leads me to be of service and letting my light 
shine to others. 
 
Wishing everyone safe and wonderful holidays =) Looking forward to a brighter 
and fruitful 2021! 

KRIS BENIPAYO 

MARKIIAN DRENIAK 

Hi there!  My name is Markiian and I’m glad to share with you about my  
impressive volunteering experience at Southland Multicultural Council. In 
February 2020 I arrived to NZ to study English and further Construction at 
SIT. Hearing a lot about volunteering in NZ, back in Ukraine I decided I 
should join a volunteer organisation there. Since I wasn’t permitted to work 
here I was searching for ways to spend my time being useful for local       
society. The positive feedbacks of SMCI have been spreading amid students 
of SIT, apparently because the majority of them have visited SMCI with    
various issues, that helped me to decide which volunteer organisation I 
wanted to join. 
 
 After successfully passing PTE – an international language exam, I had more 
of free time and asked my classmate Nancy, who works as a facilitator of 
SMC, to help me becoming its volunteer. My first day of volunteering was at 
Hansen Hall during Colombian Event. I was introduced to two friendly     
smiling young women – Meggy (SMC Coordinator) and Kris (SMC               
Administrator). My first impression was like I got in a friend circle – so     
convivial was the atmosphere among volunteers and SMC staff. Since then I  
didn’t even notice how SMC became an integral part of my life in NZ. After a 
while I was promoted to the SMC volunteers’ Team Leader.  
 
Now, I’m helping SMC with office work creating databases of volunteers and    
clients. I find it very interesting as I make both: my contribution to           
multifarious, multicultural Invercargill society and learn Microsoft Access 
which is a foundation of these databases which can be useful for me in the 
future. Moreover, I have the opportunity to acquire knowledge about   
different word’s cultures which SMC represents during a variety of events. I 
am proud of being a part of such amazing team and appreciate Meggy, Kris 
and Nancy – they are my new friend with whom I spend the majority of my 
work and leisure time, with whom I can share my joys as well as concerns.  

“Resilience is 
based on   

compassion for 
ourselves as 

well as      
compassion for 

others”.  
 

- Sharon Salzberg - 
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EVENTS – WORKSHOPS—ACTIVITIES 
BRAZILIAN CULTURE HUI 

CHINESE CULTURE HUI 

COLOMBIAN CULTURE HUI 

CULTURE HUIS 
are aimed to educate our 
wider community about 

different ethnicity’s  
Culture customs and            

traditions.  
 

Through these huis, we 
hope to create a better 
understanding of each 
other, accepting our         

differences and             
embracing our similarities.  
 

These are a successful  
display of Chinese,        

Brazilian and Colombian 
culture through their rich 

history and sumptuous 
traditional food!  

 

 
DUMPLING CLASS 

Learning the traditional way of making   Chinese 
dumplings was a great way to spend the afternoon with 

meeting new people and making a popular Chinese 
food! Looking forward to the next class! 

 
MEET AND GREET ISLAMIC PEOPLE 

Our Islam sisters shared their 
afternoon with   fellow community 
members   providing information 
about their faith and community. 

 

BBQ GET TOGETHER 
A collaboration of SMC 

groups to bring together 
men women and youth in 

the community for an 
afternoon of chitchats and 
laughter over some good   

ol’ BBQ!  

C 
U 
L 
T 
U 
R 
E 
 

H 
U 
I 

MEET & GREET 

Our Men’s Women’s and Youth groups have lined up       
activities for our community to bring camaraderie to 
the next level! Enjoying their time by playing, eating 
and singing together gives them that break from their 
busy schedules to meet new people and create deeper 
connection. 
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MEXICAN FIESTA 
Truly a memorable night 
of fiesta, full of vibrant 

colours, lots of fun 
activities for the whole 
family, entertainment 

and food! Mexican 
culture at its finest 
displayed by our 

Mexican group for the 
whole community!  

 
HALLOWEEN NIGHT 

A night of coming 
together for a traditional 
Halloween prepared for 

our multicultural 
community where 

everyone came in their 
own scary           

costumes enjoying the 
night with lots of tricks 

and treats for the whole 
family!  

 
 

NEPAL CULTURAL 
EVENING 

In collaboration with 
Southland Nepalese we 
took pride in celebrating 
their culture showing us 

their amazing talents 
and taste of their 

traditional sumptuous 
food. An amazing night 

learning about their rich 
culture that is seen in 
their lovely smiles and 

fun, loving                
personalities. 

 
DHWANI—RHYTHM OF 

INDIAN CULTURE 
Rani Fernandez and the rest of 

Indian team of   volunteers really 
went above and beyond in 

providing an amazing    display of 
Indian talent, customs and 

traditions not to mention the        
delicious traditional Indian food!   

No better way to celebrate our last 
cultural celebration for the year! 
Looking forward to more events 

like this in 2021! 

CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS 

Bringing people together is the heart of what we do through our cultural celebrations. We    
celebrate our cultural uniqueness, similarities as well as our differences. Bringing out the best in 
each ethnicity to bring our community a spectacular event showing everyone their roots and 
rich cultural heritage.   

“the beauty of the world lies in the diversity of people.” --unknown  
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EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 

In collaboration with 
WSDN Wahine Toa - Casey 
Brown facilitated another 

day of empowering our 
migrant women learning 
personal safety and pro-
tection with the aim to 

make a stronger and unit-
ed community . 

MULTICULTURAL MARAE NOHO—A day well spent learning Maori culture through language, singing,      
weaving and their very sumptuous kai! Thank you to Te Tomairangi Marae for welcoming migrant               
participants and giving them a wonderful experience!  

SEXUAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION WORKSHOP 
In collaboration with SHAMA, women from different 
sectors in our community learned about sexual    
violence that is happening within our communities. 
Conversations, brainstorming and collaborating were 
achieved though the day to plan a model that would 
help sexual violence prevention in our region. 

INTERVIEW SKILLS EMPLOYMENT WORKSHOP 
It was a pleasure hearing our speakers share their 
personal success stories and as well as their amazing 
workplace. We hope that our participants were    
inspired and learned how to ace interviews in their 
journey to finding employment. 

IMMIGRATION WORKSHOP 
In collaboration with ITEAM Ltd, our participants had 
an informative night learning about immigration 
policy updates and were given a chance to ask 
matters regarding their visas. It is relieving to have 
these kind of workshops for the community     
providing them comfort about in all their concerns. 
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LANGUAGUE CLASS 

KOREAN CLASS ENGLISH CLASS 

MANDARIN CLASS TAGALOG CLASS 

 
These language classes has been 
successful teaching participants 

not only how to speak in          
different languages but also a 

glimpse on their culture and way 
of living. It is important to know 

each nationalities'’ background for 
us to be able to converse to them 
and make connection.. Watch out 
for updates on beginners and next   

level classes for the year 2021! 

 

SMAG MEETINGS will continue to 
provide a safe space for each ethnic 
group, organizations and agencies to 
tackle their issues, achievements and 
concerns giving way to a working 
community that will develop 
communication and collaboration to 
a stronger and more resilient region. 

CULTURE HOST  
CULTURE 
Guest Testimony 

 
“Thank you to Southland 
Multicultural Council for 
our family’s opportunity 
to attend a hosted lunch. 
We had some amazing 
authentic Chinese food 

that must have taken our 
hosts hours to prepare. I 

am further inspired to 
learn mandarin, and    

explore Chinese culture 
and history. Thank you 

Peggy and Pete for      
welcoming us into your 

home and we look       
forward to seeing you 

more.” 
 

Olly Halleux and family 

Ending our year with our governance 
team and volunteers who have had 

tireless efforts helping our                
organisation fulfil our goals. We may 

not be able to thank everyone in   
presence, but we know who you are 
and we appreciate you all being with 

us all throughout the year!  
Grateful for the year we had with all 

of you and looking forward to a    
prosperous new year ahead! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



10  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Well wishes on your   

Special Day this year 2021 
 

Timoteo Coronel—4 January  
Patricia Pumatong—13 January 
Nathalia Rodrigues—24 January 

Xuechun Wang—22 March   
Sunimal Rathnayake—25 March  

Shabina Farnaaz—30 March  
 
 

 

JOB OPENING! 
 
Inclusive Aotearoa Collective Tāhono  
Role description – Project Facilitator 
 
For more information and to apply, 
go to: 
https://www.inclusiveaotearoa.nz/
iact-vacancies  

 
 

https://www.inclusiveaotearoa.nz/iact-vacancies
https://www.inclusiveaotearoa.nz/iact-vacancies
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
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       Proudly funded and supported by:    

 

Southland  Multicultural Council 

46 Kelvin St, Invercargill 

 

Monday - Wednesday - Friday  

9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 

Tuesday—Thursday 

 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Landline: 03 214 9296 

M: 027 214 9296 
M: 027 356 1091 

www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

 

Southland Multicultural Council 


