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An annual event that brings all    
people together to participate and 
witness the colourful, vibrant,       
diverse Southland community. 
Southland Multicultural Council has 
involved in this grand event for 
many years. This year we witnessed 
many groups of ethnicities             
participated and had their float to 
promote and create identity in our 
community.  

Our organisation will     continue to 
support many ethnicities of groups 
or individual to have their own    
identity in our community and       
celebrate their cultures in many 
ways as possible within our          
community. Will be endeavouring 
our best capacity as a team to keep 
celebrating and promoting many  
cultures and embrace the diversity 
that comes from different                
backgrounds. 



It has been a privileged to work alongside the many diverse        
cultures both in our events, workshops and presentations. 

A personal highlight has been the enthusiasm of our volunteers 
in assisting at functions. Without their support, we could not   
operate successfully. Thank you to those volunteers. 

We have delivered many cultural events this year and have 
been “blown away” at the constant attendances of families at 
our monthly events. The support of SIT as a venue sponsor has      
enabled us to make our events happen. Thank you Southern   
Institute of Technology for your generosity. 

The success of the Cultural Fashion Show in September has 
prompted us to consider a Cultural Musical Festival (subject to 
funding) next year. Planning is in the early stages. 
I would also like to acknowledge the support of our funders; 
Community Trust South, ILT Foundation, Lottery Grants Board, 
COGS, ICC The Southern Trust, Office of Ethnic Communities,  
Department of Internal Affairs. Thank you for your support. 

The office is always a welcoming place and ably staffed by Meggy 
and Kris. There is still a constant flow of enquiries and visits from 
different ethnic groups and individuals looking for advice, help, 
guidance, information and queries re volunteering. Thank you, 
Meggy and Kris, for your tireless work. You are the glue that 
holds the Society together. 

If you are sharing Christmas with families and friends this year, 
please stay safe, warm and happy. Remember, family comes first 
in all that you do. 

  
Good luck to all those students graduating from high school, SIT 
and other tertiary institutions. May you find the career of your 

choice.  
Finally, on behalf of SMC executive and staff, we wish you a    

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON MESSAGE 

 

 

“Leadership is not about 
glorious crowning acts. 

 It's about keeping your 

team focused on a 
goal and motivated to do 

their best to achieve it,      
especially when the stakes 

are high and the conse-
quences really matter.  

It is about laying the 
groundwork for others' 
success, and then standing 

back and letting them 

shine.” 

-Chris Hadfield- 

Neill Rumble 
SMCI– Chairperson 

Presence is more than just being there—
Malcolm S. Forbes 



           Greetings and Merry Christmas 

 whanau and friends from all around the world  
As we are now in the month of celebrating Christmas, I hope 
everyone is taking care of themselves and the love, kindness, 
understanding, appreciation is being shared amongst us all 
and continue to share the true meaning of Christmas. We all 
know that everyone is very busy with preparing Christmas 
celebrations but let's not forget to give thanks for all the hard 
work and commitment of all those people who are dearly 
close to us. Personally, I have few to mention, first is my  

FAMILY as they are my light and strength to give me a    
reason to get up every day and continue the work that I must 

do for family and community. Second is my FRIENDS as they 
are the pillars of my commitment as they give me hope, joy, 
and   encouragement to continue what I like to do for our          

community. Thirdly, is the COMMUNITY (YOU) for giving 
me a reason to pursue my passion for serving our               
multicultural community. 

During the months of October and November our team was 
bustling with the preparations for the Latin Fest and the           
celebration of Diwali together with many other programs that 
we run and recently our annual Christmas picnic.  

For 20 years the SMC has serviced the needs of migrants, 
newcomers and more recently the refugees resettling in 
Southland. We could not have delivered successfully all these    
services, events, workshops without the dedication and    

fantastic support of our VOLUNTEERS who selflessly give 
their time and have made a huge contribution to SMC      
prospering into what it is today. To date we have many very 
active     volunteers to name; Manoj, Dilini, and Sunimal from 
Sri Lanka, Mary from Brazil, Julian and Diane from Colombia 

and Andi and Juju from Indonesia, THANK YOU SO MUCH 
TEAM for all your support and assistance to SMC. 

Giving thought to tragic events we have witnessed in 2019, 
many of us have a responsibility to take action and stand for 
what is right and to make our society a better and safer place. 
As an organisation that strives to promote social inclusion and 
create identity, understanding and appreciation, we hope 

that we can accomplish this goal by empowering a        
willingness to participate and celebrate and inclusive        
community.  

Recently, we launched a Meet & Greet project with the     
purpose of opening dialogue on how we can achieve an    
inclusive community within Southland. Participants at the 
launch included community groups, religious leaders, schools, 
and representatives from the ICC and SDC. The discussion        

challenged all participants to give their opinions and ideas on 
how they think we are now as an inclusive society, what they 
believe an inclusive community should look like and lastly, as 
leaders, what can they do to achieve this? 

We hope that SMC, as an organisation that represents many 
ethnicities, can develop a pathway for the community to 
openly voice concerns, whether as an individual or a group, 
and that we can facilitate action to ensure that every ones 
needs are fairly met. 

Recently we were fortunate to receive grants for operating 
expenses and cultural celebrations from our amazing         

funders; Community Trust South, ILT Foundation and the 
Office of Ethnic Communities. With the ongoing financial   
support from these fantastic funders, we can continue and     
improve and enhance our services in 2020. I wish to 
acknowledge with much appreciation all our funders for their 
continued support and belief in the capability of SMC to     
deliver on mission to promote and protect the interests and 
aims of ethnic communities and migrants in Southland. 

With the New Year just around the corner, our team will 
now take a well-deserved break and return in 2020 refreshed 
and with a focus on community inclusiveness and embracing   
diversity through celebration so that we can all benefit from a 
harmonious society.  

In conclusion, I would like to again convey my appreciation 
for all the support from our funders, mentors, committees, 

colleagues, volunteers, family, friends for making 2019 a   
success and all the kindness and help that has been extended 
to SMC.  

Stay safe and enjoy your holiday season. I look forward to 
seeing you all again next year. 

OFFICE MESSAGE 

Meggy Bartlett-McBride 
SMC-Coordinator 

Successful Teams struggle, fight and bicker.   
The difference between a                                         

SUCCESFUL and FAILING team:  

When challenges happen, SUCCESFUL team 
acknowledge and resolve quickly because the 

VISION, HARMONY, CONSISTENT PRODUCTION, 
and SUCCESS of the team is more important 

that any ‘he say—she say’ drama                        
or counterproductive foolishness 



 “Life is a story that I have to write, 
volunteer is the page of my             

storybook”  

I came to New Zealand in October 2019 and 
Invercargill is the first place for starting my 
new life, I felt that I secluded without my 
family and loving parents, during this       
difficult time.             

Fortunately, I joined with Southland         
Multicultural Council. It was a good           

opportunity for my life. I understood volunteers have hearts of gold 
and volunteering takes a sheer selfless sense of wanting to give back 
to the community. Their devotion and commitment need to be 
acknowledged, in expression if not in kind, further, I understood    
volunteering is a ray of hope, for those whose lives are plunged in the 
darkness of despair. 

Firstly, I want to say that I met Meggy and she gave me very useful 
ways to think about volunteering and importance of a volunteer. She 
encouraged me to continue this volunteering and because of this I 
was able to join with a lot of events such as Diwali,  Santa Parade, 
citizenship and other workshops. As a result of this, I met new      
people, learnt new things, shared my life experience and skills and    
become healthier and happier in the process. 

When I compare with other multicultural societies, I experienced 
SMC is taking the first place to organise lots of events during the 
short period and that all events are adding a high value for the       
society, during my short period with them, I saw they implemented 
lots of training and cultural programs and peoples who participated, 
satisfied and added a value for their life. 

So, once again I thank many time bottom of my heart to Meggy,  Neill 
and Kris, they always encourage me and this is the lovely place for 
doing the volunteering and they are always guiding me to be stable in 
New Zealand. 

Finally, I say, thanks for being so caring, thanks for being so loving, 
thanks for being so helpful, thanks for being so thoughtful. Thanks for 
being so selfless, thanks for volunteering…SMC, your actions are 
priceless. 
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MESSAGE 

Manoj Jayasinghe 
 

SMC— Support Admin Volunteer 

“The World is hugged by the faithful 

arms of volunteers”—Terri Gulliemets 



October 
Latin Fest 

2019 
A night of 
celebration that our 
Latin community 
came together to 
celebrate and     
promote their      
culture to our wider 
community to      

signify  their   
identity within our 
community. 
It was indeed a 
night that everyone 
was excited about. 
Everyone had so 
much fun embracing 
and knowing the 
Latin cultures.  
It was the first time 
we celebrated a        

collaboration of culture for these   
countries. They brought us very lively 
and vibrant performances to showcase 
their background and the best of each 
countries. We are looking forward to 
celebrating more  cultures like these in 
the coming year.  
For more photos, check our   facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/pg/
southlandmulticulturalcommunity/photos/?

MULTICULTURAL DIWALI— November 2019  

A popular festival of Hinduism which symbolizes victory of 
light over darkness. A celebration which we do not miss  
every year with our Hindu community. This festival of lights 
is a part of our diverse culture where the wider community 
participates and look forward to each year.  

The Festival of Lights celebrated with lots of dancing and 
entertainment and not to forget the food.  

A massive Thank You to all our guests, performers and 
volunteer for delivering such a vibrant colourful festive 
in our community.  

For more photos, check our facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/southlandmulticulturalcommunity/
photos/?tab=album&album_id=1281454665349381  

EVENTS 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/southlandmulticulturalcommunity/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1256456861182495
https://www.facebook.com/pg/southlandmulticulturalcommunity/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1256456861182495


EVENTS 
Southland Santa Parade—30 November 

An event where our community come together and 
witnessess many displays of NGO's, business's of the 
work they do. An opportunity for many to promote the    
existence of each group and services to the broader 
community. This year Southland Multicultural Council 
theme was a decorated globe where a flag of a     
different country shape into elves and trimmed and 
painted around the globe. We were fortunate to have 
young children and individual ethnicities participated, 
as they were very enthusiastic about joining in and 
represent a few     traditional costumes, as they waved 
proudly of many flags that represent many ethnicities 
that exist in our community these days.  
Well-done to our team for a very well thought theme 
of our float decorations that represent our                 
organisation services. 

SMC Christmas Picnic -  14 December 

A tradition of our organisation where we get together with different ethnicities in the community for    
sausage sizzles and lots of activities for the whole family. Santa would pay a visit and give gifts to the all 
the kids. It is our pleasure to see every family enjoy a great afternoon with the wider community.  We 
will continue to organise such events to give our diverse community something to look forward to every 
year. To view more photos, check it out on our  facebook page. 



Immigration Workshop—6 December  

Luv Immigration hosted a two-hour open     

discussion on the recent changes regarding 

visa matters for our migrants. Zee and Kay Luv 

took time to answer all questions of each     

participant with their respective visa  situation.   

WORKSHOPS 

Women’s Self Defence Course 9 November 

Another batch of women inspired by Ana Pereira to challenge their strength and fears.  Empowering 
women in our community is one of our key mission in creating a stronger and united society. Look out for 
2020 Self Defence courses to encourage women migrants, newcomers, resettlers and locals to be in     
control of themselves. 

ICC Citizenship — 9 December  

We are always pleased to see our fellowmen receive their citizenship and become New Zealanders. We 
are grateful to be part of this ceremony for the past years and witness a the beginning of a wonderful era 
for all the newly awarded  citizens. 



16 October— SMC Youth group ages 12 to 24 years met up and did some 
brainstorming and planned their activities for the coming year. Look out for 
what they have in store for the group and enable these young ones to build a 
strong resilience group that will benefit the wider community. 

SMC GROUPS 
4 October— A group of diverse men gathered together at IWMC for some food, 
drinks and pool. A great way to build camaraderie in our community. Come 
along and join the men’s group and build alliances along the way! 

SMC Committee, staff and Support  
Admin Volunteers had an end of year 
dinner celebration to honour each and 
everyone’s hard work.  

It is with a heavy heart that we bid 
farewell to our good fellow, Adriana 
Rincon as committee member of the 
Southland Multicultural Council.      

Adriana has    dedicated her spare time 
to the organisation to help migrants 
adapt in our community. She also led 
the Women’s group and provided 
workshops to encourage all migrant 
women to be best that they can be. 
She would continue to support the 
women’s group and continue to       
empower women in the community. 
Adriana has truly led the group to great 
standards that the council would truly 
miss. Thank you Adriana and we wish 
you well on your future endeavours. 

The SMC Women’s group has an going collaboration 
with Michal to bring free Zumba classes for all the 
women in our community that come from different 
background to promote well being. An interactive class 
that brings out individual confidence through dance 
moves and meeting new friends while sweating the 
night away! 

More photos to view at Southland Multicultural Council Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/southlandmulticulturalcommunity/ 



Meet and Greet is a project to create workable and effective ways to develop a strong and inclusive 
community. The objective of this Meet and Greet project is to create open dialogues on schools, 
organisations and churches where everyone can participate fully and build interaction between the 
local community and migrants, newcomers and resettlers.   

It was a successful kick off night for our Meet and Greet project, attended by diverse community 
leaders, councillors, organisation leaders and representatives. The night was opened by Ngai Tahu 
Kaumatua, Michael Skerret and closing remarks were done by Ra Dallas. We had the privilege to 
hear stories from Yudi Suseno of Indonesian Students Council, Phra Roger of the Buddhist temple 
and inspiring stories from the Southland Muslim Association. Deputy Mayor Toni Biddle also shared 
her thoughts on social inclusion from the council’s perspective. A group discussion facilitated by 
Garry Lay of Department of Internal Affairs was prepared to get the participant’s ideas on how     
inclusive is our community now and what we can do to achieve it.  At this stage, we are planning to 
host        another one to get more ideas and stories from the public. All discussions would be used to 
possibly create a model of an inclusive society.  

We do hope that this would be the start of a continuous discussion of an open dialogue to gain a 
deeper understanding and collaboration between all organisations. Our organisation will look      
forward to more activities and set strategic action by the coming New Year to strengthen our      
connections and help us make a better and stronger community.  

MEET & GREET PROJECT 

More photos to view at Southland Multicultural Council Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/southlandmulticulturalcommunity/  



UPCOMING EVENTS 2020 



UPCOMING EVENTS 2020 



UPCOMING WORKSHOP 2020 

Immigration Clinic with Vinay Sood will resume again in the New Year (2020). 

Clinic will run fortnightly on Thursdays starting 20 February up to 16 April, 6:30p.m. to 7:30 p.m.    
Sessions will run for 15 minutes per appointment.   

It’s a good opportunity for those who have visa inquiries.  

Book your free consultation now at; 

E: events@southlandmulticultural.co.nz or 027 2149296.  

See more details on our Facebook page. 



Wishing you all the best 
on your special day… 

 

Nuwan Vithanage—3 January 

Chaturika Amarasinghe—3 January 

En Leng Ng—4 January 

Hasangi Pathirana—9 January 

Sri Hartatik—22 January 

Toby Pineda—23 January 

Anthony Gonzaga—10 February 

Jackie Mao—10 February 

Rosalind Widjaja—23 February  

Dinushi Rathanayake—25 February 

Melissa Escalon—17 March  

Wenling Wu—29 March 

We are in need of volunteers who can commit to assisting us in once again making our                               
Annual Food Festival a success! If you are available and keen to help please contact us now.  

Registration form is also available at our website. 

Your time and assistance will be greatly appreciated! 



SOUTHLAND MULTICULTURAL COUNCIL, INC. 
Southland Community House 

46 Kelvin Street 
Invercargill 9810 

The best part of the season is remembering  

those who make the holidays meaningful.  

   We wish you all the love and happiness this      

   season can bring, and may it follow you  

throughout the coming new year.” 


