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CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE
It is my pleasure to accept the role of Chairperson for the ensuing year.
During the last year commi,ee members singly have chaired the
monthly mee.ngs as an encouragement to their leadership. This has
proven to be successful and will con.nue in this format under my tenure
this year.
I welcome Melissa Hobbs as the new treasurer. Melissa will work
alongside our Coordinator and Administrator and I am sure will perform
her tasks admirably. Going forward we will be inves.ga.ng in becoming
a charitable trust as per resolu.on from recent AGM. We will commence
the “ground work” during this year. It is not a” quick ﬁx” and will require
some minor adjustments to our present cons.tu.on- More on this later
in the year.
This change to charitable trust status is recommended to assist with
funding applica.ons and repor.ng func.ons.
Neill Rumble, Chairperson SMCI
I am passionate that we con.nue to have a voice in working alongside
and with the wider community. To do this we will con.nue to be
pro-ac.ve in promo.ng the interests of ethnic
communi.es and migrants in Southland with a view to unite all groups under our “umbrella” in order to avoid duplica.on of
events for each culture. We will con.nue to conduct an “open door” policy and you are always welcome to visit our oﬃce in
the Community House building in Kelvin Street.
There is no “I” in team and we know that as a commi,ee we will work diligently to ensure that we con.nue to celebrate
cultural diversity in our community.

“Some people strengthen the society just by being the kind of people they are.” -John Gardner

Proudly funded and supported by;

UPCOMING EVENTS
10-15 July 2019
ILT Kidzone
20 July 2019
Nepal Cultural Evening
21 Sept 2019
Multicultural Fashion Show

OFFICE UPDATE
Gree.ngs to all our Mul.cultural whanau and friends!
As we are now in the month of the winter season, I hope everyone is warm and cozy and have plenty of
Vitamin C.
June is also the month of our Matariki celebra.on. “Māori New Year”. Matariki is the Māori name for a
cluster of stars which is visible in our night sky at a speciﬁc .me of the year. In 2019, from 25 to 28 June,
Matariki will re-appear in the dawn sky – signaling the start of the Māori New Year. Matariki translates as
mata riki, which means .ny eyes, or Mata Ariki, which means eyes of God.
Matariki celebra.ons are held at diﬀerent .mes by diﬀerent iwi, but celebra.ons most oHen begin at the
next new moon aHer Matariki has risen. It is a .me to celebrate new life, to remember those who’ve
passed and to plan for the future. And it’s a .me to spend with whānau and friends – to enjoy kai (food),
waiata (song), tākaro (games) and haka. Recent years have seen a revival in the celebra.on of Matariki and
many communi.es now hold annual events including cultural performances and tradi.onal Māori craHs
and food.
There are various events that are organized in Invercargill/ Southland area for this signiﬁcant event,
therefore I encourage you to par.cipate and take the opportunity to immerse yourself in this fantas.c
celebra.on.
The SMCI AGM was held the end of May, on behalf of SMCI commi,ee thanks to all who’ve a,ended and who’ve sent an apology. The new commi,ees are:
Chairperson: Neill Rumble
Secretary: Kris.na Benipayo
Treasurer: Melissa Hobbs
Commi,ee members: Adriana Rincon, David Reyes, Nayabet Espinoza, Steve McGregor
At the AGM there was a resolu.on passed and it is highlighted at the chairperson message on the front page. The work of these changes will commence
shortly with the guidance of our resources along with our fantas.c governance team.
Recently, we celebrated and promoted the Philippine culture in conjunc.on with the celebra.on of 121 years of Philippine Independence Day. On behalf of
the organizing team, I would like to thank all the people who have a,ended the event. To our sponsors, SIT for the venue, Goldelights and Filipino Asian
Store for the food ingredients contribu.ons and to our amazing volunteers who worked hard and .relessly to make the extra event special. A special
acknowledgement to Regina Benne,, for the extras assistance to us in making the event a smoothly as possible. A massive thanks to all performers
(Invercargill Filipino Dance Group & The Core group) at the event, it was such a dazzling performance overall and for sure everyone gains an insight
knowledge about the Philippine dance culture.
Last week, I was in Singapore a,ending the ICCS- Interna.onal Conference on Cohesive Socie.es, the conference gave me a very insighQul knowledge and
experience. It was indeed a great opportunity being there listening to all keynote speakers that gave powerful messages.
In the hence sight, the incoming cultural event we have in place for July is Nepalese culture, please refer to the next page for the informa.on about this
event. This is the ﬁrst .me the Nepalese culture be celebrated to our wider community, I, therefore, encourage
you to come along and witness these
fantas.c cultures that have plenty to oﬀer in which you will gain
insighQul knowledge about their tradi.on and taste of cuisine. The annual Kidzone family fun ac.vity is only a
few weeks away and we are s.ll in need of volunteers to help us out in our ac.vity room. (Date for Kidzone is 10
to 15 of July at James Hargest Senior Campus).
Till then, we look forward to mee.ng, welcoming and seeing you again soon.
Stay safe and keep warm.
Nga Mihi Nui

Meggy BartlettBartlett- McBride
Coordinator

In behalf of the Execu.ve
Commi,ee of Southland
Mul.cultural Council, we
would like to thank the
ﬁnancial members, oﬃce
team and observers who
were at the Annual General
Mee.ng 2019 last 30 May.
The mee.ng was a success
and we look forward to a
fruiQul year ahead.

Message from our Admin Support Volunteer
Exploring the Green Pasture
Before coming here, I had this picture in mind that New Zealand is a green pasture for me
to explore. I remember when I was a kid, my mom used to buy an “everybody’s milk”
brand imported from this land. I was even warned by friends and rela.ves that there are
more cows and sheep here than people, as I processed my student visa.
Finally, I was airport-bound for the long journey ahead. Then as the plane prepared to land
at Invercargill airport, I peeped through the window and took some shots with my mobile
phone. Lo and behold, it really is a green pasture. However, it is not because of the
hundreds of farms that I’ve seen from above but because I saw a booming city that seems
to prepared to expand exponen.ally from that bird’s eye view before the eagle has ﬁnally
landed on the runway of Otatara.
I was suddenly ﬁlled with hope that someday, I will be able to graduate, make a living
amongst the most welcoming people in Southland and bring my family to live be,er life in
this blessed place. On the other hand, this is just a dream for now that I’d prefer not to
wake up from.
Yet, every small step that I make everyday, mee.ng new people and slowly expanding my
Jay Mijares
horizon – exploring the school, the community, the culture, and the people, I believe I am
making progress towards my dream. And I owe it to the ac.ve mul.cultural organiza.ons like Southland Mul.cultural Council (SMC) opera.ng in the city.
Events being organized by SMC made me feel at home in the midst of diversity. So I was drawn to volunteer part of my spare .me in order to help advance
the cause of the council in drawing people together and learning from each other’s culture.
Furthermore, coming from a tropical country, it is a big thing for me to adjust to the chilly weather. But, while the winter wind starts to make my bone
shiver in the middle of the night, the warm and welcoming hearts of those I meet melts cold away during the day. So while I am the only Filipino in my
batch of Applied Management students at the Southern Ins.tute of Technology, good people who make me feel at home away from home abound. Even
someone in the streets readily greet me as I walk to and fro within the community. Thus, I am able to conquer homesickness.
As the place holds the promise of transforming into a bustling city, the caring individuals that prefer to thrive and live in peace together despite diﬀering
ethnici.es really make it special. And with great zeal in this new land, I am preparing to make my green pasture a reality. I know diﬃcul.es may I arise but
I just try to lean on the promises of the One Good Shepherd, as King David of old writes;
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever (Bible-MEV).”
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We are looking for volunteers for Kidzone 2019. If you’re free to help, please get in touch with us now.

EVENTS
Easter Egg Hunt

21 April 2019—Kids from all ages had a wonderful .me at the Easter Egg Hunt at Hansen Hall. The aHernoon was spent
with colouring ac.vi.es, face pain.ng, games, sausage sizzle and of course egg hun.ng at the SIT garden. Every whanau
was happy taking home Easter lollies which they happily collected.

15 June 2019 PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE DAY
Filipinos all over Southland joined by our friends in
other ethnic communi.es, dis.nguished guest from
the Local Council and friends, gathered together to
celebrate the Philippine Independence Day. The night
were entertained by Amnesty Band, Invercargill
Filipino Dance Group and Core Group showcasing
Filipino talents in dancing and singing. Everyone were
ﬁlled with sumptuous food with wide array of Filipino
cuisines. Philippine Culture and History was shared by
our fellow Filipinos to share its rich culture and
heritage. The night was capped with lots of dancing
and joy. Truly a Filipino trait where everyone is full of
life and love.

WORKSHOPS

11 APRIL 2019 - My Skills Rule workshop were hosted by Blue River Dairy. The company shared their success story with
two of their employees talked about their personal journey on how they started from the bo,om and reached their
employment dream. With Venture Southland’s guide and the inspiring story shared that night, the par.cipants were given
mo.va.on and encouragement in ﬁnding their dream role in New Zealand.

20 APRIL 2019 WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENSE COURSE
Ana Pereira gave our fellow diverse migrant women an
educa.onal and s.mula.ng day. Iden.fying abuse and
violence is the ﬁrst thing in basic self-defense. Strategic
thinking, having a support system and knowing who we can
count on in the community is important in any kind of
abuse. Ana has showed these women how to have courage
and recognise their self-worth. SMCI plans to hold more of
this workshops to give awareness to all the women in the
community.

ZUMBA WITH MICHAL— An ini.a.ve of the SMC Women’s Group conducted every Thursday for six
sessions star.ng 6 May 2019. Women of all ages and ethnicity were dancing with Michal at the Windsor
North School Hall. A fun and exci.ng way to exercise and sweat those stress away!

A free immigra.on clinic started last 27 June by
SMCI in associa.on with Licensed Immigra.on
Adviser Vinay Sood. This clinic runs fortnightly
every Thursday from 6:30p.m. to 7:30p.m. and is
s.ll ongoing un.l further advise. Book you’re
appointments now.

In partnership with Time to Screen, SMCI
conducted a free cervical screening clinic and
informa.on programme for the NZ residents.
Promo.ng early detec.on for cervical cancer, NZ
has one of the best cervical screenings in the world
which NZ residents may take advantage of.

22 JUNE 2019 TEEN SELF-DEFENSE COURSE—Our young teens enjoyed a whole Saturday learning basic self-defense. Aside
from tac.cal protec.on, Ana taught them how to recognise ﬁrst signs of abuse, owning their bodies and the art of saying NO.
This is a great opportunity for all the li,le women in our community. We intend to con.nue to schedule more workshops like
this to spread awareness and preven.on from violence and abuse.

C C
I E
T R
I E
Z M
E O
N N
S I
H E
I S
P

.

Invercargill City Council and Southland District Council once again awarded ci.zenships to our fellow brothers
and sisters who were granted last April and May. SMC will always be proud of taking part in occasions like this as
we welcome the new ci.zens in New Zealand with open arms.
M

25 June
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The Southland Community
House had a sumptuous feast
hosted by Chris Morrison. Half
way through the year we
were ﬁlled with Christmas
cheer. Chris prepared heaps
of food that was so divine
specially the ham and malt
wine!

Community News

Do you or know anyone who feel strongly about the future and want to give poli.cs a go?

FAMILY WORKS has a range of free programmes for parents who wish to strengthen
their paren.ng skills.

Nomina.ons open on 19 July 2019 (Elec.on Candidates Called for, 2019)
More informa.on found here: h,ps://icc.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2019-CandidateHandbook-Invercargill.pdf

For parents or caregivers who want to strengthen their paren.ng skills or deepen their
understanding about rela.onships with children, this programme suits you.

Wishing all our lovely volunteers all the best on
your birthdays….
Lebone Galathwe—10 June
Sumudu Fernando—22 June
Nagendran Mukundun—27 June
Kevin Tan—1 July
Juliana Tan—8 July
Yunita Lie—11 July
Mohamad Hijazi—21 July
Shagne Vega—23 July
Maverick Sian—6 August
Jay Mijares—10 August
Saroj Mahat—18 August
Xin Zhao—18 August
Erika Vajna—19 August
Charlene Lardizabal—21 August
Sagara Alokabandra—27 August

Happy Birthday!

Our warmest

to all

our volunteers who spent their extra
hours with our organisation and help us
fulfil our mission to serve the migrant
community in Invercargill/Southland.
#NVW2019

Please return to:
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

“None of us, including me, ever do
great things. But we can all do small
things, with great love, and together
we can do something wonderful."
– Mother Teresa

