
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 NEWSLETTER 

Upcoming 
events 

Multicultural  

Fathers Day 

22 September 2018 

Multicultural  

Halloween Party 

20 October 2018 

Diwali 

17 November 

SMC Annual  

Christmas Picnic 

(Date: TBC) 

NB: Please check 

some flyers to all  

events in the next few 

pages and some will 

be yet to publish. 
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For the first time ever in Southland Multicultural Council celebrated the  

Volunteers Recognition Event 2018. 

The event was successfully celebrated with 100+members of volunteers along with their 

families and friends. The event was a reflection to all  the hard work and commitment from 

the individuals who’s supporting us from every step of the way since our organisation    

started. Everyone had fun sharing their moments while  embracing their volunteering time to 

the community, most especially the time they had shared to our organisation. All amazing 

volunteers shared a 3 course meals, games, entertainment and received certificate of     

appreciations. Thanks to Sarah Dowie MP of Invercargill for delivering such an amazing 

speech that engage and excites everyone of how important it is to be part of community   

volunteering group. She acknowledged everyone for the strong commitment they show to 

our community. 

We take this opportunity  to acknowledge and thank massively to the Department of Internal 

Affairs (Support Volunteering Fund) for their massive and continues support to make this 

event happened and to the amazing people who were behind all the preparations            

organising to make this event successfully.       THANK YOU 
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Kia Ora, Hello, Hola, Mabuhay, Namaste 

I take this opportunity to introduce myself.  

I am Adriana Rincon from Colombia and joined the       
Southland Multicultural Council as a Committee Member 
June this year. 

I have been attending and following the work being done for 
the Council since last year in June when my family and I 
attended the first potluck dinner at Hansen Hall and it has 
been a year full of enriching learning from different cultures 
and backgrounds that make me feel a privilege and lucky 
person in this community and organisation. 

I would like to start saying a big thank you to all our financial 
members, sponsors, volunteers and supporters who bring 
and give the best of them to build a quality, diverse and 
strong Southland Multicultural Council for our community in 
general, including locals, migrants, and newcomers in the 
Southland region. 

We welcome spring season, an amazing time of the year 
when nature share with us a transition from winter where 
everything blooms again and fills the city with colours and 
the sun rejoices us with its presence. We hope all of you are 
enjoying this new season with friends and family. 

During the last past months, during our winter season, we 
celebrated two different cultures through our Potlucks      
dinners. 

In June, we enjoyed the Pinoy Fiesta a Filipino night a     
celebration of Filipino culture and the commemoration of 
Philippine independence. Attendees had the opportunity to 
enjoy performances from the Filipino dance group, as well 
as different activities including a representation and contest 
of traditional costumes and a delightful Filipino cuisine. 

In July, the Colombian community brought a night full of   
colours, rhythm, and flavours in the celebration of            
Colombian Independence day, an event in collaboration 
with Red Cross New Zealand. The night was a complete 
success and the feedback received from attendees was 
positive. The night was fulfilled with different music,          
performances, activities including raffles and a delicious 
gastronomic sample of the country. 

In July, we also joined and participated at the ILT Kid Zone 
around the World, 6 days full of activities where people of all 
ages enjoyed and learned. 

This year we had the opportunity to congratulate and        
celebrate the dedication, commitment and hard work of our 
amazing volunteers and recognize the importance they   
represent for the Southland Multicultural Council. In August, 
we held the Volunteers Recognition Event and it was a big 
success where all volunteers attending shared over a dinner 
their experiences being volunteers and received their      
certificates of appreciation. Thanks to all our volunteers who 
are the foundation of our organization and who share their 
time, knowledge, experience and talents to make the SMC a 
diverse and unique organization in the community. 

We also attended different social and cultural events in the 
Southland region, supporting and joining the work being 
done for other groups and organizations within the          
community. 

Sadly, in July we had to say goodbye to two amazing   
members of the organization. Ashvin Illangeshwaran our 
Secretary and Youth group leader and Daksha Thakur a 
Committee member considering personal and career       
opportunities moved to Hamilton. We know it was not an 
easy decision to take but we are sure that wherever they go 
they will continue doing the same community job you did 
here and we wish them the best in this new stage in their 
lives.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thanks to our       
President Meggy Bartlett-McBride for the job done so far 
during this 2018 leading the organization and sharing her 
knowledge and experience with all committee members and 
volunteers who want to support and contribute to the       
organization and follow the values and principles of it. In 
addition, a big thanks to Tushnica Dissanayake our         
Administrator and all the administration volunteers team, 
who dedicate their time at the office to all activities and 
work. 

Looking ahead before the year 2018 ends our teams are in 
preparation with few events and activities. We invite you all 
to continue supporting the organization and we hope to see 
you in all the events and activities that we are organizing. 

 

Executive Message 

  
Adriana Rincón  

Committee Member of Southland Multicultural Council Inc. 
 

“Being engaged in some way for the good of 

the community, whatever that community, is a 

factor in a meaningful life. We long to belong, 

and belonging and caring anchors our sense 

of place in the universe.” 

Patricia Churchland 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ADMIN UPDATE 

Kia Ora, 

Hope all are enjoying the early spring. I would like to update my  experience for the last few 

months working in the SMC office. The past  months for me was very busy with preparing the 

budgets for the upcoming funding applications for the next year round as well as other admin 

task. Its also pleasing to see that our support admin volunteers are very committed in helping 

us deliver the day to day task, and the ongoing support and training to them is vital while we 

preparing all the necessary task when Meggy’s away for  an to oversea trip soon. 

It was also great experienced I had  on June 2018, to represent the SMC Women’s Group to 

the national level by participating the  National Women’s Hui  hosted by Multicultural Federation 

New Zealand at their MNZ AGM. 

The month of August, was a busy month in arranging the Volunteer Recognition event day and I 

get this opportunity to thank the Department of Internal Affairs for giving us the fund to celebrate 

volunteerism. A very special thank to  Garry Lay and Juanita Thornton for directing and advising 

us in all arrangements of the event along with Shella Destiana taking the lead to make the 

event successfully. 

“Volunteering is at the very core of being a       
human. No one has made it through life without 
someone else’s help”  

Heather French Herry 

I joined Southland Multicultural Council, in July 2018 as a 

Volunteer Support  Administrator while I was participating 

in their potluck dinners and events which the council was 

organizing from January this year. 

I came to New Zealand along with 

my family in January as migrants, 

the opportunity to be a part of the 

SMC events and potlucks made 

us feel much sense of belonging 

and inclusion in the society. It is a 

great opportunity to be with the 

community as well as it became a 

pathway to connect with different           

ethnic groups. 

Doing support administration at SMC is quite interesting 

as we work together as a team which finally creates a val-

uable outcome by organizing the potlucks and events. It is 

a way of giving back to the community while developing 

important social skills and gaining valuable work experi-

ence all at the same time. It has become a good way to 

gain experience and references for myself as well.  

Also volunteering at Southland Multicultural Council has 

given me an opportunity to meet people, learn and devel-

op social skills which can contribute to make an impact on 

my life as well as others.  

Tushnica Dissanayake 

Sumudu  Fernando 

Message from  Administration Support Volunteer 

  

Kia Ora :-) Hello everyone, 

I am Pallavi. Basically am from Banga-

lore, India. I moved to Invercargill this 

June to join my husband, who had 

come year in 2017 for higher studies 

and currently employed in one of the 

fast-growing Dairy industry.  

Bangalore is renowned as "Garden City" "Information Technolo-

gy Hub" "Multi-Cultural Home". Of course, it was pretty hard to 

leave the family back there, however, there was an instinct with-

in, that always mentioned: "It's Ok, and everything will be Fine". 

The first thought struck after landing in Invercargill is "The Beauty 

and the Beast". Because it's the weather. It's too chill and freez-

ing. However, I have to admit the beauty of nature just fades the 

beast. Though it took a while to adapt for this weather, am look-

ing forward to the spring season.  

A small city with a diversified culture welcoming the immigrants. 

We explored the streets, met the people, discussed the opportu-

nities, visited the places, tasted the foods, it's just lovely and we 

already feel it's our second home.  

And the opportunity I have now, to be part of SMC for volunteer-

ing and supporting in their admin tasks is definitely a chance to 

connect with the community and contribute the best possible I 

can. Thanks, Meggy for leading the migrants with the support 

and guidance to connect with the culture and people here. Have 

a pleasant day everyone out there. Ra Pai :-) 

Pallavi Chikkanna 
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Southland Multicultural Men’s 

Group is proud to present a  

Father s’ Day celebration as a 

recognition of what our fathers 

have being doing for our families 

as well as for the community.  It will 

be an opportunity to encourage our 

fatherhood with their goals, dreams 

and aspirations combined with    

different ethnicities in Southland/ 

Invercargill.  

Despite its dark and morbid           

traditions, Halloween is a favourite 

time of the year for many. After all, 

when is it socially acceptable for 

adults to play dress up, and kids to 

go door to door collecting free      

candy?  

So here we are celebrating our     

Multicultural Halloween as one 

family that come from different ethnic 

backgrounds that will gather around 

and celebrate this significant celebra-

tion into our community. It will be a 

time to have fun filled with lots of           

activities. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

Have you got a marvellous idea and no clue how to do it? Or 

have been wanting to share a concept but is reluctant to do so? 

SMC Youth wants you to take part in our  brainstorming event 

to share with your suggestions, thoughts, feelings, and reac-

tions on how we can improve or constitute our next event.  

We invite everyone to have a chance to explore what they want 

and together we can come up with the next exciting event. 

Events in all kinds of activities whether sports, social gather-

ings or simply a time to meet different people from different  

cultures and celebrate our differences.  

In this brainstorming meeting, the ideas are limitless. Come 
and join us as we foresee a sensational and thrilling event for 

everyone to enjoy. 

Finger food will be provided. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SMC Men’s Group is hosting a Movie Night this October.  

A night of camaraderie, which aims to extend our relationship 

with other nationalities as well as a time to enjoy, relax and 

have a night of your own.  

Come and join our Movie night as we give a breather for all 

the hardworking men in our lives.  

Call or text now to reserve your ticket and do not miss this 

opportunity to expand your connections while watching the hit 

movie of the month! 
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Sparkling colours, Yummy sweets, Home decoration, 
Shopping, Fireworks, Puja, gifts and Yes Of course 
DIYA’s & Lighting. Wow, isn’t that Amazing!! 
 
Diwali or also called Deepavali is back again. An   
iconic festival symbolizing “Victory over Bad”. It’s the 
moment to pray for Health, Wealth and Prosperity of 
the Family. The moment everyone would be eagerly 
waiting to burst the fireworks, to play with lights and 
remove the darkness. 
 
Diwali is celebrated by millions of Hindus, Sikhs, Jains 
and Buddhists across the world to mark different    
historical events and stories, but they all symbolise 
the victory of light over darkness, knowledge over  
ignorance, good over evil, hope over despair. It’s the 
most popular of all festivals from South Asia. It’s    
celebrated during Autumn season, generally falls be-
tween mid October and mid November. 
 
Diwali is derived from Sanskrit word Deepavali, which 
means “rows of lights”, that are lit to welcome       
Goddess Lakshmi, iconic symbol of Wealth. It’s     
celebrated for 5 days, with each day followed by 
unique traditional rituals engaging everyone in laying 
floor decorations like Rangoli’s with colours and      
flowers, decorating homes and offices with traditional 
clay lamps litting up with lights around, preparing   
delicious varieties of sweets, packing the gifts, thereby 
knitting the cherishing moments of the occasion. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

July Potluck Dinner- we celebrated the Colombian Independence Day culture with more than 300 

participants attended. Indeed it was a colourful spectacular celebration everyone enjoyed the entertain-

ment, activities of Colombian music and dances it definitely showcase the uniqueness of Colombian cul-

ture. A massive thanks and congratulations to the Colombian community who’ve helped us organising the 

event with their performance and volunteering to the event. 

 

August event-It was an amazing night for all our SMC volunteers to recognise the massive support they 

tendered  towards our organisation as well as to the Southland community.  It became an opportunity to 

honour all our volunteers who are working on behalf of our organisation without being motivated by any sort 

of material gain. 

We thank the Department of Internal Affairs for funding us to host this event. A special thank to Garry Lay 

who supported us organising on this event and for all our honourable guest who participated to value our 

volunteers contribution. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

June Potluck dinner– Philippine culture 

“Pinoy Fiesta A Filipino Night” 

A Night of Fiesta Celebrating Independence Day of our 

Filipino Community 

A night of fun, food and laughter celebrated by our Fili-

pino brothers and sisters shared with friends from all 

over the world.  

The Invercargill Filipino Dance Group once again show-

cased their talent in different ethnic dances which high-

lighted the evening. The bamboo dance or ‘Tinikling’ 

was enjoyed by participants experiencing traditional 

Filipino dance. 

A fashion show exhibiting Filipiniana regalia such as 

baro’t saya, barong tagalog and Igorot bahag were pre-

sented by our volunteers from all ages. 

The  night would not be complete without the generous 

sponsors of food which were enjoyed by everyone not 

to mention the lechon or Roasted Pig which is the tradi-

tional Filipino food icon. 

Truly a celebration of Philippine’s diversity and rich cul-

tural heritage. We thank everyone who attended, partic-

ipated and contributed in this event, your continuous 

support has once again made this Fiesta a successful 

one.  

The Women’s Group had their  movie night in mid   

August. They  get together with members and they all 

had a great time watching the movie called           

“Book Club”. The members were pleased to met and 

add a new members to the group from the Colombian 

community. 

The group are being lead by   Adriana and  Tushnica  

A Night of Bowl and Play! 

A good ol’ bowling game to 

beat your worries away. Our 

Youth and Men’s Group 

surely know how to have fun 

and enjoy a night of sports-

manship and camaraderie. 

Did not matter if its their first 

time to play, everyone 

showed a good time and fairness to the game.  

The Youth and Men’s Group justly stepped out of their solace and 

gained social inclusion.  It was an event to remember making friends, 

learning to play  and simply enjoying the night away. 

Special thanks to all who participated and made the night awesome. 

Looking forward to our next event!  

Keep it up and take every opportunity that come up your way and 

enjoy every moments that you’ve shared with everyone. 

Youth Group are 

being lead by;     

Celvin Raihan and 

Nayabet Espinoza 

Men’s Group are 

being lead by;     

David Reyes and 

Niell Rumble 



 

ILT Kid Zone Fun-Filled Discovering 

Spectacular six (6) full days of learning events for our kids. 

The occasion catered daily educational activities as an     

instrument in promoting Asian culture. 

Children were taught how to use chopsticks as a Chinese 

way of eating. They were delighted in learning Origami or the 

Japanese art of folding paper. They were also inspired to do 

the design of visual art in writing or Calligraphy. And finally, 

kids were thrilled putting and learning the art of Henna tat-

toos in different parts of their bodies. 

The event was graced with talented volunteers who shared 

their skills  which made the 6 day event a successful one. 

Our aim to create a multicultural awareness were instilled to 

the children who attended and are now looking forward to 

participating again next year. 

MNZ AGM 2018 

SMC Women’s Representative 

At Huarahi Hou Hui Programme  which was held in     

Wellington hosted by the Federation of Multicultur-

al New Zealand.  

MNZ Women’s Council hosted a day of workshop 

which focus the well being of women. Tushnica the 

SMC Women’s Team Leader attended the hui 

along with Daksha and Ashvin who were  the rep-

resentative of Southland Multicultural Council at-

tended the full two days conference. 

SMC President, Meggy Bartlett-McBride has given 

the opportunity to present the International Well-

being and the work of Southland Multicultural 

Council to the community in Invercargill/Southland 

along with Daksha.  

Citizenship Ceremony 

Ceremonial Trees for NZ Citizens 

ICC-24 July & 28 August 

SDC– 27 August 

A ceremony was held for New Zealanders' oath taking and  

pledge of allegiance for newly appointed citizens from the Philip-

pines, Brazil, Tongan, Fiji, Croatia, American,  Samoan    Nether-

lands, Germany and other  country.  

Citizens were awarded by Mayor Tim Shadbolt (ICC) and Mayor 

Gary Tong (SDC) and was given trees as a token of their journey 

in New Zealand. SMC is proud to be part of this wonderful event, 

witnessing a life-changing experience for the new citizens of the 

country.  

We take pride in attesting the marvellous voyage of these people 

and everyone who are a part of it. Beyond doubt, you all deserve 

to be New Zealanders. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

Notices 



 

 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 

Nibha Acharya  - 16 September 

Keshani Kahatapitiya  - 15 October 

Kristina Benepayo - 18 October 

Basha Shaik  - 24 October 

Tushnica Dissanayake  - 7 November 

“Count your life by smiles, not tears. Count 

your age by friends, not years.” 

A wish for you on your birthday, whatever you 

ask may you receive, whatever you seek may 

you find, whatever you wish may it be fulfilled 

on your birthday and always. Happy birthday!  

If you would like to become a member of Southland Multicultural Council Inc. or not sure if your 
membership is due for renewal, please call us 03 214 9296 or 027 214 9296 or post the               

application form to 46  Kelvin Street, Invercargill.  

You can also email us at office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz. 

Check our website for membership form. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP IS $15  

NB: The future monthly events and workshop will be send to you directly via email or post. 



Please return to: 

Southland Multicultural Council Inc. 

Southland Community House 

46 Kelvin Street 

Invercargill 9810 


