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Thank you to our
funders:

Opportunity to Meet with the Police
and ask Questions
Thursday 19 September 7.30pm
Pacific Island Advisory Cultural Trust Centre
135 Bowmont Street, Invercargill
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan of the Invercargill Police will be
there to answer questions you have, or talk about issues you’d like
clarification on.

Everyone Welcome
There will be further opportunity to chat with Constable Hogan over tea
and coffee afterwards.

Applying for N Z citizenship?

Would you like your
application checked before you apply?
A pre-checked application makes the process
faster and easier for you!
No need to visit a Justice of the Peace.
You don’t have to post your valuable documents.
You can discuss your application with an
experienced citizenship officer.

Invercargill 17 September 2013
For more information or to make your FREE
appointment call Andrew now
Phone: 03 339 5481
Or 0800 22 51 51

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery—potluck August 17th

From President Angela
HOLA / KIA ORA / HELLO / NAMASTE / NI HAO
It was a really nice and very enjoyable evening at the potluck. Thank
you to everybody who came to support us, gave us dona'ons,
renewed membership, and subscribed for new membership. We
would like to acknowledge everybody who contributed towards the
wonderful food brought for the evening. A huge bear hug to the
commi*ee members that helped, Madhu and her friend’s daughter
in the kitchen. Sheryl Zoreng for helping entertain the kids. Jim Haig
for dona'ng the milk and his students Flora and Puja, Pam and
Losa’s family for the entertainment. A li*le help goes a long way.
These evenings have many diﬀerent purposes. They are about
sharing, learning something from other cultures. They are about
breaking the ice and giving ourselves the opportunity to give back
to people when we sit next to someone who is not from NZ and
teach something valuable for their lives, a new word, a welcome.
We may also learn from them.
New Zealand is made up of volunteers. They do an amazing job out
of the generosity of their hearts. It creates a sense of community,
and what builds communi'es strong is the people, just people. We
are so diﬀerent but yet the same. We have fears, dreams, goals,
families, friends, problems, and hopes and when we give a chance
to others, we give ourselves a chance to appreciate the beauty and
the simplicity of life itself.

Next Potluck

will be Saturday
19th October, 6.30pm at Paciﬁc Island
Advisory Cultural Trust, 135 Bowmont Street.
More details in October newsle*er.

See you next potluck. However, we have another mee'ng before
then. On September 19 we have arranged a mee'ng with the police
so you can ask ques'ons you would like to have answers to. Hope
to see you there also.
Angela Pardo Cortes

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz and I will
include it as space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone

IMPORTANT: We have a new email address and website address. Please see below and alter your records.

Welcome to spring! According to weatherwatch.co.nz, in NZ we oﬃcially celebrate the start
of spring on September 1st and it lasts for September, October and November. It’s certainly
lovely to see the spring ﬂowers, like cherry blossom, daﬀodils, crocuses and snowdrops.
I enjoy living in a country with four seasons, instead of just a rainy or a dry season.
President Angela is working hard to organise potlucks which people will enjoy coming to so if you have sugges'ons
or ideas, or would like to go on a roster to help at the potlucks look for the sugges'ons box at the potlucks or talk
to Angela. Approximately 85 people were at the last potluck so that was encouraging. Next potluck will be on
October 19.
Coming up on September 19 we have arranged an opportunity to meet with the police (details on page 1) so people
can ask ques'ons. In many countries people are frightened of the police but in New Zealand the police are friendly,
and helpful. We hope that you will come and along, and bring your friends and support this mee'ng.
Enjoy the spring ﬂowers and blossoms and the beau'ful place we live in.

Violet Stewart

New Email Address &
Website Address

Rainbow
Praise

oﬃce@southlandmul'cultural.co.nz
www.southlandmul'cultural.co.nz

Meet the candidates
for the local elec ons
Sept 16th

1pm at Ascot Park Hotel
Racecourse Road

Sept 10th

7.30pm at Salva'on Army Citadel
Cnr Conon & Tay Streets
Gold coin dona'on.
Supper to follow
(this mee'ng organised by Na'onal
Council of Women and only the
women candidates will be present)

For info about vo ng in the elec ons see page 8
The Rainbow Quill

A festival of Christian choirs/singing
groups from different ethnic communities
come together to share their songs of
worship.

Sunday November 3
First Presbyterian Church, Tay St,
Invercargill, 2pm to 3.30pm
followed by afternoon tea
FREE admission, but a koha/donation would
be appreciated to help with expenses.
For more information contact Violet at Southland
Multicultural Council office, tel 214 9296 (8.15am-2.30pm)
or leave a message on the call minder.

Southland Multicultural Council Inc

September 2013

3

The Filipino
Community Center
of Southland

Dumb Ques ons
It's oJen said that the 'only dumb ques'on' is the
one that's not asked. Yet across cultures we
regularly ask ques'ons that cause discomfort. For
example, in my Pakeha New Zealand culture, it's
generally not ok to ask someone how much they
earn, or even who they vote for. An English friend
says Kiwi ques'ons can be really personal, that we
want far more detail than she is willing to share.
An Iraqi friend will ask my weight and encourage
me not to 'lose too much'.
It's almost impossible to get these things right
every 'me - you simply can't know everything
about the customs and e'que*e of every culture.
So how do you avoid asking the dumb ques'ons?
Actually you can't, but you can watch for
unexpected reac'ons and the avoidance of
answers. You can check that you'd be happy to be
asked that ques'on yourself, and then follow up
with an observa'on. "I no'ced that you seemed
uncomfortable when I asked you that ques'on,
was it ok to ask?" Curiosity about cultural
diﬀerences is natural, and respecNul curiosity
honours us both.
Copyright © 2013 Jenny Magee Ltd, All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission. For more articles from Jenny
Magee, please go to www.jennymagee.com

A Maori Proverb
He kai kei aku ringa
There is food at the end of my hands
Said by a person who can use his basic
abilities and resources to create success
http://www.maori.cl/Proverbs.htm
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“Mabuhay ang Filipino!”
President Dorothea Hawkins

Did you know that Filipinos in
Invercargill are making a history in New Zealand?
Why? Because, we are the ﬁrst Filipino Community
Center in New Zealand and our beloved Madam
Ambassador Benavidez is very proud of us.
Congratula'ons to all Oﬃcers and members of the
Southland Filipino Society Inc. (SFSI) for a job well
done. A big thank you to all our sponsors and funders
speciﬁcally the Invercargill Licensing Trust, the Lo*ery
Grants Board and the Community Trust of Southland.
Over the past ﬁve years, hundreds of Filipinos se*led
in the south. They come either to work or study. To
date, Filipino se*lers in the south are over 3000 in
numbers. We are known for being family-oriented,
hardworkers and having the passion to serve others.
Thus, the community centre is open to all Filipinos
and the organiza'on is aiming to unite all Filipinos,
help them se*le and make them poten'al assets of
society. It is a fact that we play a signiﬁcant role in
contribu'ng to the city’s economy speciﬁcally in the
ﬁeld of dairy farming. Recently, the center served as
a venue for an “Informa'on Night on Self
Employment” seminar sponsored by McIntyre Dick &
Partners.
The organiza'on also supports and
educates members in legal and visa issues, accoun'ng
and taxa'on through seminars and other means of
informa'on dissemina'on. We are happy to have
government agencies, business groups and
other organiza'ons helping us in making things
happen.
As New Zealanders love
sports, so do we. We just
concluded our mid-winter
bowling tournament last
July 2013 (see photo).
Yes, we also party hard
but we work harder.
To
all
our
fellow
“kababayans”, let us be proud of being “Pinoy”.
Rose Coles
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Se(lement advice and support for newcomers and employers.
Immigra on forms available
Drop in, phone or email: Eirlys Beverley-Stone, 143 Spey Street.
Phone: 03 211 1803, email eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz

Se(lement Support Events
Invercargill
Wednesday, 11th September 2013 10.30am – 12.30pm

Immigra on New Zealand Seminar
• Presenta'ons on work visas and skilled migrant residence visas.
• Opportunity to ask ques'ons of Immigra'on oﬃcials.
• Booking not required

Being held at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill.

Lumsden
Thursday, 18th September 10.00am – 12.00pm

Morning tea informa on session
• Meet and chat with others – children welcome!
• Guest speakers
• Meet with Se*lement Support
• Pick up Immigra'on forms

Being held at the Community Resource Centre, Hero Street, Lumsden

Gore
Friday, 20th September 10.30am – 12.30pm

Morning tea informa on session
• Meet and chat with others – children welcome!
• Guest speakers
• Meet with Se*lement Support
• Pick up Immigra'on forms

Being held at the James Cumming Wing, Ardwick Street, Gore
Eirlys Beverley-Stone Se*lement Support Co-ordinator eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
Venture Southland 143 Spey Street, PO Box 1306, Invercargill 9840
Phone +64 (0) 3 211 1803 Mobile +64 (0) 21 380635 Fax +64 (0) 3 211 1401
www.southlandnz.com - www.venturesouthland.co.nz
h*p://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland - h*p://www.twi*er.com/SouthlandNZ
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
97 Spey Street, Invercargill (note new address)
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other agencies.

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222
www.cab.org.nz

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore,
Lumsden & Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

**There will be a nominal charge for Permanent Residents
of $30 per term(10 weeks) and $50 for non Permanent
Residents for English Language Groups

IELTS training available
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information

Learn English
at SIT

advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

September
Birthday Greetings to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Ritchie
Monish
Robert
Aaliyah
Karl
Adina
Cellina

Sweerkrit
Sadaley

The Rainbow Quill

Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Nistha
Gurudaksna
Shweta
Mark
Charles
Bernhardt

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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to improve their English language learning at no cost.

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

Shayal

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language

Zealandrea
Daniel

he SIT English language school provides new & old residents

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz. On the website you
will find the membership form under the heading of
publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
This month, Justin Coles is sharing something with us he wrote for a school speech. Justin
is 13 and moved here from the Philippines in 2011 and attends Verdon College.

How important parents can be
Going home with pain all over my body and some bruises on my arms, after being beaten
up by some punks in the park, I knocked at our front door, hoping my parents would help
me with the pain that I have. But as soon as my Mum opened the door, her angry mood
starts. It is unfair, that in times we are in need of our parent’s empathy, they just can’t be bothered and worst of all
they scold you instead.
Hate. Hate is the worst word you can ever say and feel, towards your parents during those times like me. One time,
I thought about getting rid of my parents. I thought it was such a good idea. But then I came to realised I cannot!
Why? Because I cannot stand by myself without them, I cannot even buy food without my parent’s money nor buy
the things I want without their assistance.
Unfairness, is claimed by many children across the globe. Like in some countries, families in poverty have forced
their children to beg in the streets to pay for their parents vices.
Us, sometimes when our parents get into quarrel, they put the blame on the children. For example, they make us
wash dishes or being grounded at home for seemingly stupid reason and lots of others.
About the saying “Money doesn’t grow on trees” is a well used lines when I ask them for money. Isn’t familiar with
some parents? And when we ask for something, they say “Oh, sure we will buy it tomorrow”. Yet (tomorrow) when
we remind them about what they had said, still they say “Oh sorry, Ok tomorrow for sure!” And then the cycle keeps
going on and on, until I got impatient about their promise, then I give up hope.
Also their favourite line, “of walking for miles just to get to their school” is the saying to touch my conscience of how
privileged I am now, and my all time favourite parent’s line, “pulling the car over unless we behave while on travel”.
My most annoying moment is whenever I tease my little brother and he cries and complains. My parents would
scold at me, but when it’s the other way around, I don't cry nor complain. However as I said, I cannot and must not
get rid of my parents, since they’re the ones who’s keeping me alive. So loving my parents and our parents is
everything. I know how some of you want to get rid of your parents. But No, I promise you, when you get older you
will regret that idea. I know some of you are having bad relationships with your parents at the moment. But I dare
you, to go up to your mum or dad and just say, I love you, because you may never know when their time is up, in
this world.
So spend most of your time with your parents. And to parents, your kids are more precious than diamonds, so keep
them, take care of them, love them.
Here is a poem that I made for families.
Love, love is the strongest and most powerful word of all.
Without it, we would all fall.
Our connection with our parents is strong.
If we keep it, we would all live long.
What I'm trying to tell you today, is for all of us to pray.
That may our parents stay, with us for all holidays.
You can never replace them with pay or fruits on a tray,
for without them, we can never have our way.
“Honour thy father and thy mother”, as written in the 10 commandments of God. He promised for those who obey it
will live a long life. One last message to all of you, you can have all the friends you like, as well as all the best
friends or loving relationship that you can have. But remember this, you have only one father and one mother in your
lifetime. So love your parents, while they can still appreciate the love that you can give them, the most!

By: Jus'n Coles

Violet ☺
The Rainbow Quill
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Local Elec ons
Local elec'ons are held once every three years. The elec'ons are for city and district councils, regional councils and District
Health Boards. In some parts of New Zealand, elec'ons will also be held for local and community boards, licensing trusts and
some other organisa'ons. The Electoral Commission does not run these elec'ons, but is responsible for voter enrolment.
All local elec'ons are held by postal vote. Vo'ng papers are posted to all voters who are enrolled about a month before vo'ng
starts. You must be enrolled to vote in local elec'ons.
11 October 2013

Last day to enrol to vote in the local elec'ons

20 September to midday Saturday 12 October

Postal vo'ng for local elec'ons

Midday Saturday 12 Oct. 2013

Vo'ng papers must be hand delivered or posted to arrive by this date and 'me to be valid

For eligibility criteria see our August newsle*er or www.elec'ons.org.nz. You can also enrol on line or freetext you name and
address to 3676, call 0800 36 76 56 or go to any PostShop.
www.elec ons.org.nz.

