RAINBOW QUILL
The monthly newsletter of Southland Multicultural Council (formerly Southland Multi-Nations),
46 Kelvin Street Invercargill (03) 2149296 multinations@woosh.co.nz www.multinations.co.nz

July 2013

Applying for citizenship?

In this Issue
Potluck Dinner
1
Photo Gallery
2
Next Potluck August 17th
2
From the President
2
From the Coordinator
3
Women’s Self Defence Course 3
Professional Speaking
3
Meet Diana, new at the Library 4
Amendment in Immigration Act 4
Settlement Support
5
Noticeboard
6
Kids’ Korner
7
Kidzone 17-22 July
7
Merdeka Day commemoration 8
Rainbow Praise 3rd November 8

Thank you to our
funders:

Would you like your application
checked before you apply?
•

A pre-checked application makes the
process faster and easier for you!

•

No need to visit a Justice of the Peace!

•

You don’t have to post your valuable
documents!

•

You can discuss your application with an
experienced citizenship officer.

Invercargill 18 July 2013
For more information or make your
FREE appointment call Andrew now

Phone: 03 339 5481
Or 0800 22 51 51

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery—Potluck June 15th

From President Angela
Hola!!! Greetings to everyone,
It is a pleasure to be part of this great organisation. It is an honour and
a responsibility to represent our community. There are many reasons
why I took the position as president.
On a personal level, I want to thank especially to Brian and Donna
Bellett, the Varghese, the Williams, Michele Khan, Jasmine Campbell,
Lerene Breayley and a wonderful group of friends that I had meet here
and grateful for the lessons about life, through love, strong friendships,
lots of laughs, very valuable lessons and wonderful understanding
about culture. I thank you in my heart for all your support, your care,
your meals, for always giving me the warmth and that feeling of a
family; so lots of wonderful blessings to you all.

Trina with the lovely flowers she makes from clay

I joined in 2004. In SIT, I met Annie from China – Beijing. She took me
along to the potluck and after that, I have been to all of the potlucks
between 2004 and 2006. I used to prepare and organise the activities
for the kids while parents had a chance to talk and meet other people.
Later, I was part of the committee and organizing an activity room at the
two first Kidzone festival. I love being part of Multinations. My heart is
in this. I know we can project our community further with activities;
embrace our beautiful cultures, celebrate our traditions, wear our
traditional dresses, taste our exotic cuisines and dance our traditional
dances and folklore. Come along with your friends, and families.
It is so important to take ownership; support the activities, to bring ideas
along, to participate, to be part of the committee, to understand that if
we do not support the community, the purpose gets lost along the path.
The founders, the co-founders created this space, so it is very relevant
to maintain this organization moving, creating options for others. I
congratulate you for coming along to the potlucks, keep supporting
them.

Helen and Cecilia

NEXT Potluck Dinner will be
Saturday August 17th, 6.30pm at
Holy Trinity Church Hall, King Street
(no potluck in July)

Again, thank you for this opportunity, to the committee members, the
coordinator and the organizations for helping us with funding.
Muchas gracias
Angela Pardo

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Once again it’s a pleasure to bring you a newsle er
packed with informa on and opportuni es which I
hope you will enjoy and ﬁnd helpful.

Professional Speaking
for Migrants
A Speech NZ Course
Wednesdays 6pm-8pm,
17 July to 11 September
(note new dates)

On page 6 you will see the advert for Ci zens Advice Bureau, Invercargill.
Please note they have moved to 97 Spey Street.
The Women’s Self Defence Course adver sed is for Paciﬁc and Migrant
Women but the tutor will also take any other women who don’t ﬁt that
category if they would like to a end.
Keep warm and well.

Violet Stewart
‘Women’s Self Defence Network—Wahine Toa’
in partnership with

‘Pacific Island Advisory and Cultural Trust’

would like to invite you to a FREE
WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENCE COURSE
Time: 9.30 am to 3.30 pm
Date: Saturday, 13th July 2013
Venue: Pacific Island Advisory and Cultural Trust, 135
Bowmont Street, Invercargill
Learn about:
Using your body language and voice
Positive self-esteem and confidence
Positive assertive attitude
Victim/attacker mentality
Self-Safety when out and about
Situational awareness
Domestic violence
Healthy and Unhealthy relationships
Physical Self-Defence techniques
(kicks, punches, blocks, knife defence, ground defence and
strangulation defence)
To register call, text or email (before 10th July):
Ana Pereira - 027 368 9012
proactivesafety@xtra.co.nz or ring Pae Brown 03-2146089.

Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Cost: $70 (examination optional &
extra cost)
Learn to:
• Speak with clarity about your
qualiﬁca ons and work experience
• Give a talk to a small audience about
your career or community interest
• Do social speeches such as
introducing or thanking a speaker or
welcoming a new colleague
• Gain conﬁdence in communica ng
in
English
in
one-to-one
conversa ons
• Relax before a job interview or other
stressful speaking events
• Learn to use PowerPoint and other
visual aids
At the end of this course par cipants
have the op on to do a NZ Speech Board
examina on, and receive a recognised
qualiﬁca on.
To register your interest or to ﬁnd out
more contact Nalini on 03 218 2736
or Violet on 03 214
9296.

This course can only
go ahead with suﬃcient
numbers so please
register your interest
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Organised by
English Language Partners Southland
and Southland Mul cultural Council

Accredited Teacher with Women’s Self Defence Network
Wahine Toa Inc, www.wsdn.org.nz
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Amendment in Immigra1on
Act to protect migrants who
are exploited
Meet Diana,
new at the Library
Hello, my name’s Diana and I’ve recently started
working at the Invercargill Library as the Community
Connec ons Co-ordinator.
I’m a newcomer to
Invercargill, but my journey wasn’t as long as yours – I
came from Christchurch!
I really enjoy mee ng and chaEng with people, so, I
love this role! And now my chaEng has a real focus
and no, it’s got nothing to do with the weather! It’s
about leEng everyone know what the library has to
oﬀer them, listening to what you would like the library
to oﬀer and then seeing how we can make it happen.
Do you have some comments or ideas? Please get in
touch with me on 03 211 1444 or email:
Diana.hosted@ilibrary.co.nz
The library is the community’s living room: a safe
warm and welcoming space in the city where you can
link up with others, use the resources on hand to
discover new things, access the internet, join a book
chat group or a workshop on something you’re
interested in.
It’s FREE to join the library and you can begin the
process by going to our website:
h p://www.ilibrary.co.nz/my-library/membership/
Or just pop in. We can do it with you while you’re here
and straight away you’ll be able borrow books, CDs,
DVDS, games, puzzles and magazines .
Come on in - hope to see you soon.
Diana Hosted, Community Connec ons Coordinator
Invercargill City Libraries

Pop In—What does it mean??????
Pop in to the library and become a member.
According to h p://idioms.thefreedic onary.com,
“To visit suddenly and for a short me—I just popped
into wish her good luck.
To come or go into some place, such as a store, shop
etc., for a moment—Let me pop into the bakery for a
minute.”
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Illegal migrant workers could be able to remain in
the country to apply for visas if they come forward
to complain about abusive employers under
proposed law changes, the Prime Minister says.
Immigra on Minister Michael Woodhouse
announced on TV ONE's Q A programme an
amendment to the Immigra on Act to make it a
speciﬁc oﬀence to exploit migrants who hold
temporary work visas.
Under the amendment, employers who underpay
immigrant workers will face jail me, harsher ﬁnes
and could even be deported.
Prime Minister John Key told TV ONE's Breakfast:
"The whole purpose here in a way if you think
about it is to make sure that migrants don't come
New Zealand, get exploited, we set-up sort of
sweat shops which would be very bad for the
country, very bad for those individuals."
Key said they were also looking at changing the
rules to help illegal migrant workers who are being
exploited by their employers as well.
"If they dob in their employer then we'll ﬁnd a way
of working through that so they are not
automa cally deported, because essen ally we
want good worker rights.
"Obviously there will be apprehension, and that's
what these people are preying on - the view that
they are not going to be dobbed in - but at the end
of the day we are a ﬁrst world country, we have
good worker rights, we protect our workers, and if
somebody is being exploited then as a country we
should stand up and say here are the rules that are
going to protect those migrants."
Key said what normally happens is that an illegal
immigrant would have to leave the country to
apply for a visa and then come back if that
applica on is accepted.
"We have lots of those situa ons at the moment
and some mes people will be here for a very long
period of me, their children will be in school,
they're quite well absconded in society, so what
we'll be doing there is processing that person in the
country” (con nued on page 5)
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Se3lement Support Events in July:

Wednesday, 24th July 10.30am – 12.30pm
Winton morning tea informa on session – run in conjunc on with Winton Community Support Worker

•
•
•
•
•

Meet and chat with others – children welcome!
Guest speakers
Meet with Se lement Support
Pick up Immigra on forms
Bring a plate of food (op onal)

Being held at Salva on Army, Dejoux Road, Winton
Eirlys Beverley-Stone Se lement Support Co-ordinator eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
Venture Southland
143 Spey Street, PO Box 1306, Invercargill 9840
Phone +64 (0) 3 211 1803 Mobile +64 (0) 21 380635 Fax +64 (0) 3 211 1401
www.southlandnz.com - www.venturesouthland.co.nz
h p://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland - h p://www.twi er.com/SouthlandNZ

Amendment in Immigra1on Act to protect migrants who are exploited (con

nued from page 4)

Employment lawyer May Moncur told TV ONE's Breakfast she welcomes in country processing for an illegal
migrant who dobs in their employer.
"This is a very welcome change, and a very posi ve, and is long overdue.
She said migrant workers were "always scared about their visa applica on and deporta on" so they would not
come forward to complain about their illegal treatment and poor working condi ons
She said the changes would make illegal migrants more inclined to come forward.
"These law changes deﬁnitely would empower migrant workers and encourage them to complain about their
bad employers."
Under the changes announced by the Minister, bosses who exploit migrant workers can now face seven years
in jail or a $100,000 ﬁne, or both.
If they have lived in the country less than 10 years, they could be deported.
Ar1cle from:
h p://tvnz.co.nz/na onal-news/exploited-illegal-migrant-workers-won-t-automa cally-deported-key-5474149
Contributed by Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Se lement Support Coordinator
(If you would like to read Kelly’s story, the story of a migrant worker who was underpaid whose case went to the
Employment Rela ons Authority, you can go to the above link)
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
97 Spey Street, Invercargill (note new address)
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other agencies.

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222
www.cab.org.nz

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore,
Lumsden & Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

**There will be a nominal charge for Permanent Residents
of $30 per term(10 weeks) and $50 for non Permanent
Residents for English Language Groups

IELTS training available
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information

Learn English
at SIT

advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

July
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺ Srawan
☺ Erin
☺ Patrick
☺ Atul
☺ Timothy
☺ Dennis
☺ Corey
☺ Mire
☺ Christopher

The Rainbow Quill

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Natasha
Jethro

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Tovia
Topper
Kaiser
John
Arachelli
Elden

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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he SIT English language school provides new & old residents

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
In the summer me I watch lots of honey bees in our garden. My favourite colour is purple, and I no ce that the
bees really like purple coloured ﬂowers. On July 3rd there are going to be postage stamps on sale at New Zealand
Post Shops to celebrate beekeeping in New Zealand, so watch out for them on le ers your family gets in the post.
Honey bees have been kept in New Zealand for more than 150 years, and 2013 marks 100 years of the Na onal
Beekeepers' Associa on of New Zealand. In the years since bees were introduced to New Zealand, beekeeping has
developed from a home craV to a progressive industry, and New Zealand is now recognised as one of the world's
most advanced beekeeping countries.
The importance of hor culture and agriculture to New Zealand’s economy means that we may be more dependent
on pollina on from the honey bee than any other na on on earth. Approximately one third of everything we eat is
pollinated by bees, and many of our crops would not be viable without bee pollina on.
Sadly honey bees in New Zealand are under threat as a result of the Varroa mite. This collectable stamp issue aims
to raise awareness of the role the honey bee plays in New Zealand, and tells the story of how the precious honey
bee makes its honey.
Collec ng the nectar

Returning to the hive

In the hive—the honeycomb

Harves ng the honey

If you would like to ﬁnd our more about
honeybees and the pictures on the stamps you
can go to the link at the bo om of this page.

The honey is ready to eat

Violet ☺
h p://stamps.nzpost.co.nz/new-zealand/2013/honey-bees

ILT Kidzone Festival
Dates: 17 - 22 July 2013
Times: 10:30am - 3:30pm Daily
Venue: James Hargest College Senior Campus
Price: $14 per person per day. (Everyone under 14 years MUST
be accompanied by an adult. Adults must hold valid tickets)
Purchase your tickets online @www.iltkidzone.co.nz or book at the
i-site at the museum...ph 03 211 0895 ($3 booking fee applies online)
At www.iltkidzone.co.nz you can also find out the different fun activities
there will be and other interesting and useful information.
The Rainbow Quill
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Malayan Veterans Association

Commemoration of
Merdeka Day
Wreath laying ceremony

Saturday 31st August, 12.30pm
at the Cenotaph

Choirs/Singing Groups
from Christian Ethnic
Churches needed for

Rainbow Praise
Sunday November 3rd at First Church,
Tay St, Invercargill, 2pm to 3.30pm

Everyone Welcome

You can see photos of Rainbow Praise last year on our
website www.multinations.co.nz.

For more information contact
Linda Duncan 214 4188

If you are interested in taking part this year or want more
information contact Violet at the Southland Multicultural
Council office, tel 214 9296. (8.15am-2.30pm)

