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Thank you to our
funders:

Saturday 15 June 6.30pm
Holy Trinity Church Hall,
King Street, Windsor
Invercargill
This will be an evening of music and art.
Trina from Vietnam will show her flowers made in a
special clay; there will be music on a traditional
Chinese instrument, Chinese songs and other
entertainment.

Please bring a plate of food to share
Everyone Welcome
Members of Southland Multicultural Council—free
Non members—a gold coin donation

From the Annual General Mee ng
Held Monday 27 May 2013
The new commi ee of Southland Mul cultural Council is:
President
Angela Pardo Cortes
Vice President
Trevor Penny
Immediate Past President
Brian Belle
Treasurer
Flora Lin
Commi ee members:
Vishnu Nair
John Kerr

Photo: left to right
Flora Lin, Angela Pardo Cortes,
Brian Bellett, Trevor Penny, Vishnu Nair

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery

From President Brian
Kia ora te whanau, Gree ngs to the Mul cultural Family of Southland
Over the last twelve years that I have been wri ng this le er, I have met
many wonderful people, enjoyed many wonderful occasions and made
many wonderful friends. In that me, we have seen much change to the
face of our city and province. I now see many more ethnic people in
various diﬀerent professional roles, more working in supermarkets and
restaurants, more shopping in town and peopling our streets. The
Southern Ins tute of Technology has done much to encourage students
from overseas to our area, and the hospital and agricultural sector have
also been long-term employers who encourage people to stay in the
south. And of course, in our own way, the Mul cultural Council has
oﬀered the opportunity for the local community to meet and share with
newcomers, through our promo on of such celebra ons as Rainbow
Praise, and the Race Rela ons Day Food Fes val.

Southland Multicultural Council Vice President
Trevor Penny receiving NZ Citizenship at
citizenship ceremony 30th April, 2013

Changes to Library Hours

from 6 May 2013
Invercargill Public Library
Monday– Friday
9.00am—7.00pm
Saturday-Sunday
10.00am—4.00pm
Bluﬀ Library
Monday-Thursday
1.00pm—5.00pm
Friday
12.00pm—4.00pm
Saturday
10.00am—1.00pm

I am proud to be associated with this organiza on, and have been
privileged to serve you as President and represent you all at na onal
mee ngs. I thank the re ring commi ee, and those others among you
who have done sterling work in the past for the good of our Society and
the ethnic community. Violet, as Co-ordinator, has been a tower of
strength, and I deeply appreciate the strengths and skills she has brought
to us. We have been immensely fortunate also to have the support of
generous funders who have enabled us to con nue to the point where we
are today.
Now it is me for our Society to move on with a new President. I will
remain on the commi ee as Immediate Past President, and I look forward
to working in a diﬀerent capacity in future. I ask you all to support Angela
as she se les in to her new role, and am convinced she and the new
commi ee will bring a breath of fresh air and much-needed energy and
vitality to our ac vi es.
Thank you all for the friendship and encouragement I have received over
the years. Last but not least, a big thank you to my wife Donna for all her
support.

Brian Belle

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland

Southland Multicultural Council Inc
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
You’ll see we now have details of the dates etc for
the Professional Speaking for Migrants Course. If
you’d like to have a look at the handbook for that
course you are welcome to the oﬃce during oﬃce
hours 8.15-2.30pm and have a look at it.
As it’s geBng closer to winter and people light ﬁres, turn on heaters and
electric blankets and other electrical appliances to keep warm make sure
you’ve got smoke alarms in the house and that they are working. If you
are ren ng a house, ask the landlord about this.
Keep warm and safe this winter.

Violet Stewart

Still some places
available

Professional Speaking
for Migrants
A Speech NZ Course
Wednesdays 6pm-8pm,
3 July to 21 August
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Cost: $70 (examination optional &
extra cost)
Learn to:
• Speak with clarity about your
qualiﬁca ons and work experience
• Give a talk to a small audience about
your career or community interest
• Do social speeches such as
introducing or thanking a speaker or
welcoming a new colleague
• Gain conﬁdence in communica ng
in
English
in
one-to-one
conversa ons
• Relax before a job interview or other
stressful speaking events
• Learn to use PowerPoint and other
visual aids
At the end of this course par cipants
have the op on to do a NZ Speech Board
examina on, and receive a recognised
qualiﬁca on.
To register your interest or to ﬁnd out
more contact Nalini on 03 218 2736 or
Violet on 03 214 9296.

This course can only
go ahead with suﬃcient
numbers so please
register your interest
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Organised by
English Language Partners Southland
and Southland Mul cultural Council
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Food for Thought
In a foreign country, a man visited a local restaurant.
He didn’t speak their language. He ordered something
indecipherable oﬀ the menu. When the waiter brought
him a plate of delicious looking fried noodles, he
smiled and made an OK sign at the waiter with his
thumb and foreﬁnger linked in a circle. Looking angry,
the waiter then picked up the dish and threw it onto
his lap. What he did wrong, he wondered. Well,
nothing is quite as it seems when it comes to using
hand gesture in another country.
Gestures or emblems have been used to replace words
in many countries, and they are oJen speciﬁc to a
given culture. Gesture may mean something
complimentary in one culture, but is highly oﬀensive in
another. Generally, there are no universal hand
gestures. However, with the inﬂuence of television
and movies, some gestures have become more widely
known and accepted in many countries. In spite of
that, if we want to succeed in interna onal business
and rela onships, we should be aware of these
diﬀerences, understand, respect and accept them. To
many, these misunderstandings can s ll be a bigger
deal than just momentarily annoyances.

United Kingdom - OK, good.
USA - Means ''great'' or ''awesome'' or whatever. Also
used to sign approval, but stronger than an OK sign.
Based on 1,200 informants from 40 diﬀerent loca ons
from all over the world, the meanings of “thumb-up”
were interpreted as follows:
• O.K.
738
• One
40
• Sexual insult
36
• Hitch-hike
30
• Direc onal
14
• Others
4
• Not used
318
Please note that meaning of gestures varies among
various parts of countries and also among cultural
groups and between genera ons.
(above adapted using various resources from the Internet)
Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Se:lement Support Co-ordinator

eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz

Volunteers wanted for
ac vi es room

What does thumbs
up mean to you?
New Zealand - Means like all good, or
yes or anything posi ve really (when hitchhiking this
gesture is also used but held right out so people in cars
can see).
Australia - If it is s ll or downwards, it usually means
OK or alright (or agreement). Thumbs-up with a li le
upward mo on can be a grave insult, depending on
context.
Greece - Means great, good job, OK, congratula ons.
Iran - Very obscene gesture. (Not acceptable)
Italy - OK, go or alright or used for hitchhiking.
Japan - Some mes means ''good'', not widely
prac ced by adults.
Canada - The sign means alright or good. You can use
it to signify approval.
China - OK, good
Egypt - Perfect, good
France - OK.
Germany - Ok, well done, great.
Russia - Well done, good.
Spain - All right.
Sweden - OK, great.
Thailand - Very obscene gesture. (Not acceptable)
Iraq - Very obscene gesture. (Not acceptable)
Ireland - OK, good.

Turkey - Not used.
4
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@ Kidzone
July 17-22
at James Hargest Senior Campus, Layard St
Kidzone is a children’s holiday programme which has
now become a yearly event. Southland Mul cultural
Council has been asked to organise an ac vity room
again this year. We ﬁnd our own volunteers for this.
Most of our volunteers will again this year be from
the Interna onal Students at James Hargest.
However, if you would like to also help please let
Violet know at the oﬃce as we will s ll need a few
more volunteers for the roster.
The ac vi es this year will be:

•
•
•

showing children how to use chops cks
tropical bu erﬂies (paper)
making tapa cloth (imita on)

Volunteers teaching chops cks need experience with
those, but the other craJs are very easy. It’s a great
way to meet people; lunch is provided for volunteers;
the room is always warm, and it’s rewarding seeing
the children so happy making and doing things.
If you would like to be part of the volunteer team
helping on some of the days, or you’d like to know
more please phone me at the oﬃce, 214 9296.

Southland Multicultural Council Inc
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June 2013
Se lement Support Events in June:

Wednesday, 5th June 10.00am – 12.00pm
Lumsden morning tea informa on session – run in conjunc on with Lumsden Community Co-ordinator
•
•

Meet and chat with others – children welcome!
Guest speakers

•

Meet with Se lement Support

•

Pick up Immigra on forms

•

Anne Hanning, Licensed Immigra on Adviser will be available

•

Bring a plate of food (op onal)

• Visit the resource centre
Being held at Community Resource Centre, Hero Street, Lumsden.

Thursday, 20th June 10.30am – 12.30pm
Immigra on New Zealand seminar – informa on on work and residence visas. Opportunity to ask ques ons of Immigra on
oﬃcials.
Being held at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill.

Friday, 28th June 10.30am – 12.30pm
Gore Morning tea informa on session
•

Meet and chat with others – children welcome!

•

Guest speakers

•

Meet with Se lement Support

•

Pick up Immigra on forms

•

Bring a plate of food (op onal)

Being held at the James Cumming Wing, Ardwick Street, Gore.
Eirlys Beverley-Stone Se lement
Support Co-ordinator
Venture Southland
143 Spey Street, PO Box 1306, Invercargill 9840
Phone +64 (0) 3 211 1803 Mobile +64 (0) 21 380635 Fax +64 (0) 3 211 1401
www.southlandnz.com - www.venturesouthland.co.nz
h p://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland - h p://www.twi er.com/SouthlandNZ

Māori Language Week - Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori
Every year since 1975 New Zealand has marked Māori Language Week. This is a me for all New
Zealanders to celebrate te reo Māori (the Māori language) and to use more Māori phrases in
everyday life.
In 2013 Māori Language Week is from 1–7 July, the theme is ‘Ngā Ingoa Māori – Māori names’. This is part of the underlying
theme of Māori Language Week, 'Aroha a te Reo – cherish the language'. This year marks the 26th anniversary of the
establishment of Te Taura Whiri i te Reo Māori (Māori Language Commission).
Te reo Māori is undergoing a resurgence and more people speak the language. There are Māori language schools, Māori radio
sta ons, and in 2004 a Māori television channel began broadcas ng.
h p://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/maori-language-week
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore,
Lumsden & Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

**There will be a nominal charge for Permanent Residents
of $30 per term(10 weeks) and $50 for non Permanent
Residents for English Language Groups

IELTS training available
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information

Learn English
at SIT

advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

June
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺ Karl
☺ Matthew
☺ Troy
☺ Shazna
☺ Aayush
☺ Chris
☺ Warren
☺ Antony
☺ Georgiana

The Rainbow Quill

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Hashani
Ljubica

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Azania
Keith
Rhiddim
Londras
Laurizelle
Charles

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296

6

he SIT English language school provides new & old residents

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
Many diﬀerent cultures have bu on whirligigs (also known as
bu on spinners or buzzers) as a toy that children
used to play with. When I was li le my mother
showed me how to make these spinners using a large bu on. You might like to
A tradi onal bu on whirligig
have a go.
from Ukraine — called a
фуркалка "furkalka" due to
the sound made from spinning.

•
•
•
•
•

•

Make a Whirligig

Use scissors to cut a length of string, yarn, or thin ribbon between
60cm—90cm long.
Thread the string through one hole in the large bu on and then
through the hole directly across.
Tie both ends of the string together into a knot.
From the back of the bu on, pull the string un l the bu on is in the
centre (see picture)
Hold one end of the loop in each hand. Then swing the whirligig
around in a circular mo on to wind the string. As the string and
bu on spin, they produce various musical tones.
As you pull you hands in and out, the bu on will spin to unwind and then rewind the string.

Have fun!

Violet ☺

The Rainbow Quill

h p://inven on.smithsonian.org/downloads/sparklab-whirligig.pdf
h p://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whirligig
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

MATARIKI—What is Matariki?
Matariki is the Maori name for a group of seven stars known as the Pleiades star cluster. Some
people think of Matariki as a mother star with six daughters, and it is oJen referred to as the
Seven Sisters.
Matariki appears in the eastern sky some me around the shortest day of the year, and is
thought to determine how successful the harvest crop will be in the coming season. The
brighter the stars, the more produc ve the crop will be.

When is Matariki celebrated?
Matariki begins to rise in the last few days of May, and this symbolises the coming of the Maori New Year. Some iwi (tribes)
start celebra ons when Matariki is ﬁrst seen, however it is the ﬁrst new moon aJer Matariki that oﬃcially signals the Maori
New Year. Some people celebrate the New Year on the day the new moon rises, and others celebrate on the day aJer the new
moon. The Matariki new moon happens some me in June. This year it is June 10th.

Why is Matariki important?
In years gone by, Matariki was thought to determine your crop for the coming season, and therefore it was important to recognise the part it played in nature’s cycle. The disappearance of Matariki in Autumn, signalled the me to gather and preserve
crops, and so was an important marker in the harvest calendar. Nowadays, Matariki is seen as an important me to celebrate
the earth, and show respect for the land on which we live.
h p://www.kiwifamilies.co.nz/ar cles/matariki-maori-new-year/

