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Thank you to our
funders:

The Annual General Meeting of
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
will be held Monday 27th May, 2013, at 7.00pm
in the meeting room, upstairs in the
Invercargill Public Library, 50 Dee Street, Invercargill
Guest Speaker: Mavin Yong, chef from Malaysia
There will a cup of tea/coffee after the meeting
All welcome

•
•
•

Only financial members are entitled to stand for the committee
Only financial members are entitled to vote at the AGM
If you’re not sure if you’re paid up and a current member you can
phone the office.

Nomination forms available from the office of Southland Multicultural
Council, tel 214 9296, between 8.30am and 2.30pm.
We would appreciate completed nomination forms to the Southland
Multicultural Council office by 12 noon on Monday 27 May 2013.

Round Table New Zealand
Round Table New Zealand is about making friends, having fun, getting involved
with local communities, learning new skills and building trusted networks. We are
a small not for profit club spread across New Zealand and we believe membership
of our club is very beneficial for new migrants and their families. Our clubs are
spread across both islands and are keen to keep up our organisations good work.
We are an offshoot from our parent club in the UK www.roundtable.co.uk and
have been established in NZ since 1953.
Our organisation would love to give newcomers a brilliant start to their lives over
here, through friendship, fun and fellowship. Through community projects and
passing down valuable skills onto the next
generation, we believe our clubs are a great
investor in new Kiwis.
Our site is located at www.roundtable.co.nz
I myself came to NZ from the UK 18 months
ago and have been so lucky to meet people
through our clubs. Mark Smith, Christchurch
(Locally, Round Table NZ has clubs in Gore
and Balclutha)
Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery - Potluck April 20
Mini Olympics fun night

From President Brian
Kia ora te whanau, Greetings to the Multicultural family of
Southland
Having just enjoyed our first pot-luck gathering of the year, I can
report to those unable to attend that it was a great evening. Several
spirited indoor games were hotly contested, with participants
taking home a mystery prize. We were also entertained by three
members of the Coles family with a friend, talented and
enthusiastic young dancers. Many thanks to all those who took
part, to Trevor in the kitchen, Jide behind the camera, and Angela
(chief organiser of games) and John. Our next pot-luck will be held
on June 15th: we will let you know nearer the time what the theme
will be, probably a musical evening, as suggested by one of our
members. Several people have indicated they have some talent in
this area, so let us know if you would like to sing, dance or play an
instrument for us all.
Temperatures are beginning to grow a bit chillier now. I hope you
have all looked out your thermal clothes and have secured a good
method for keeping your homes warm over the next few months. It
is the price we have to pay for living in the deep south. Remember,
weather is not the most important element in our lives. We can
always be warmed by friendship, both given and received, which
goes a long way towards alleviating the loneliness felt by those of us
who are far away from our traditional support networks. Look out
for others, say a word of welcome to newcomers and give a helping
hand where it is needed.

NEXT Potluck Dinner will be
Saturday June 15th, 6.30pm at
Holy Trinity Church Hall, King Street
(no potluck in May)

I look forward to seeing you all again soon. Ka kite ano!
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone

Professional Speaking
for Migrants

You will see that page 4 is just one big advert for
A Speech NZ Course
“Consumer Rights Day” on May 23rd. I tried making
8 week course in the evenings
it smaller but it couldn’t be read. If you’re able to
go to this it’s a wonderful opportunity to find out (date, venue, cost to be confirmed)
what you can do and who can help you when you
Learn to:
have problems, or think that something is not right. Even if you don’t
need it right now, it’s useful information to have in case you or your • Speak with clarity about your
qualifications and work experience
friends need it some day. Remember to register if you want to go.
• Give a talk to a small audience about
In conjunction with English Language Partners Southland we’re hoping
your career or community interest
there will be enough people to run a “Professional Speaking for Migrants”
course. Nalini and I both went to a workshop about this course and heard • Do social speeches such as
introducing or thanking a speaker or
some wonderful stories about people who had done this course.
welcoming a new colleague
Violet Stewart
• Gain confidence in communicating
in Engl ish in one -to-one
conversations
• Relax before a job interview or other
stressful speaking events
• Learn to use PowerPoint and other
visual aids
At the end of this course participants
have the option to do a NZ Speech Board
examination, and receive a recognised
qualification.
To register your interest or to find out
more contact Nalini on 03 218 2736 or
Violet on 03 214 9296.

This course can only
go ahead with sufficient
numbers so please
register your interest
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Organised by
English Language Partners Southland
and Southland Multicultural Council
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I recently met a lovely lady who has started a radio programme called 'Fresh Eyes' on Southland Community Radio.
Diana is looking for people to interview. The blurb is below - please get in contact if you would be interested in
being interviewed.
My name's Diana, a newbie to Invercargill myself having come here with my husband Mike almost two years ago
(not from places exotic or far afield but from dear old Christchurch). I present a fledging 1/2hr 'programme
"Fresh Eyes" on Southland Community radio - chatting with others who have come from various parts of the
world to join the local community.
As the Southland Radio website blurb reads:"...This relaxed, chatty programme will have you tuning in again and
again to get an international angle on the local scene, learn something about other cultures; hear music selected
by the “chatterers” as well as tried and true recipes for yummy food from other countries."
It's a pre-recorded programme so no panic! It's fun. But in order for it to continue "chatterers" are needed! Anyone up for it? I'd love to meet you. email me at dhosted20111@gmail.com or ph on 022 698 6657

Up-coming Settlement Support events

Invercargill - Thursday, 23rd May 10.30am – 12.30pm
Morning tea information session
•

Meet and chat with others – children welcome!

•

Guest speakers – IRD, and others

•

Meet with Settlement Support

•

Pick up Immigration forms

•

Bring a plate of food (optional)

Being held at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill.
Eirlys Beverley-Stone Settlement Support Co-ordinator
Venture Southland
143 Spey Street, PO Box 1306, Invercargill 9840
Phone +64 (0) 3 211 1803 Mobile +64 (0) 21 380635 Fax +64 (0) 3 211 1401

Hi, we are two students, Julie and Madhu, studying Social Work at Otago
University. We have had the pleasure of studying Southland Multicultural
Council for a Communities and Organizations paper. We have enjoyed this
experience about learning about the diversity of people of different
cultures that make up Southland’s community. We participated in the
pot luck dinner on Saturday 20th April. We thoroughly enjoyed sharing
the experience with the diversity of people who attended the
Multicultural dinner. We enjoyed participating in the mini Olympics. We
both felt by attending it has raised awareness about how this organization
includes people from many ethnicities. We would like to thank
(left to right) Madhu and Julie
Multicultural Southland for giving us the opportunity to study about this unique organization.
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore,
Lumsden & Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

**There will be a nominal charge for Permanent Residents
of $30 per term(10 weeks) and $50 for non Permanent
Residents for English Language Groups

IELTS training available
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Services include:

•
•
•
•

Learn English
at SIT

providing legal information
advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform

ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

and in some cases representing people in court.

PERMANENT RESIDENTS (FEES APPLY FOR NON PERMANENT RESIDENTS)

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents

May
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Miriam
Shuaib
Jovi
Borish
Adiba
Maria
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Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Phillip

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Kenny
Alhea
Tauhida
Phil-Justin
Harold
Bryan

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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to improve their English language learning at no cost.

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language

Joer
James

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
I’m sure you’ve seen blackbirds in your garden or in other gardens when
you’ve been walking to school. We seem to have about four black birds
either living in our garden or visiting it regularly. When I pull the lounge
curtains in the morning and open the door a blackbird usually flies in to
start eating the crust of bread I put out for the birds each morning.
The blackbirds use the cat’s water dish on our verandah
not only to drink water out of, but they also have a bath
in it.
Just like many of us, blackbirds didn’t always live in New
Zealand. English settlers introduced blackbirds to New
Zealand because their song was a nostalgic reminder of
English life. Between 1867 and 1879 blackbirds were
liberated on the three main islands of New Zealand,
where they multiplied rapidly.
As well as fruit, blackbirds also feed on worms, beetles, caterpillars and other invertebrates.
Blackbird males are black with an orange bill and eye-ring, whereas females are dark brown with a
streaky underside. They have a warbling song and a piercing alarm call. The oldest blackbird recorded in
New Zealand was 15 years old.
You can find out more about blackbirds and all kinds of other interesting things from Te Ara—the
Encyclopedia of New Zealand http://www.TeAra.govt.nz
Source: Christina Troup. 'Introduced land birds - Blackbirds and song thrushes',
Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, updated 14-Nov-12
URL: http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/natural-sounds/17159/male-and-female-blackbirds

Violet ☺
New JP Clinic
every Wednesday 12pm to 1pm,
SIT, (in the administration centre)
Tay Street, Invercargill

The Service Centre operates with one JP on duty, every
Wednesday, 12 pm to 1 pm, from now until mid-November.
The Centre is located in the corridor behind the main Help
desk in the Administration Centre & the student cafe, which
is in the main Administration Centre on Tay St. The room is
identified by the Royal Federation flag, which is set out in
the corridor.
Car parks are available on SIT campus behind First Church,
accessed off Tay St.
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Some New Zealand slang
expressions and their meanings
Hit the sack = go to bed

Example “I’m so tired
I’m going to hit the sack”
Cracker = very good
Example = “It’s going to be a cracker of
a day”
Give us a bell = make a phone call to us
Example = “Give us a bell and let me know
what you’re doing tomorrow.”
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

