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*SIT International students inquire at SIT International
reception about a bus to and from the Food Festival*
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Thank you to our
funders:

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery

From President Brian
Kia ora koutou katoa, Greetings to you all.
Recently I attended a national meeting in Wellington of the New
Zealand Federation of Multicultural Councils, which we are affiliated
to. It was a very worthwhile time networking with other multicultural
councils from different places in New Zealand.

Nalini Varghese, manager English Language Partners
Southland, receiving New Zealand citizenship

As part of Orientation Week, I attended a powhiri at the Southern
Institute of Technology, which is to be congratulated for following
protocol and providing this opportunity for new students to be
introduced to the culture of the tangata whenua (people of the land).
It made a great start to Orientation Week, and I was pleased to meet
many new young people there from various countries and
backgrounds.
Recently, Donna and I were guests at the Chinese New Year
celebrations. We had an enjoyable time and it was great to see the
old traditions being carried on.
Census Day, 5th March, is getting nearer, and none of us is exempt
from filling in the forms. If you are unsure how to deal with it, I urge
you to seek advice and help.
Our focus now for the immediate future is the annual Multicultural
Food Festival, with which we celebrate Race Relations Day. This is
always a wonderful day of great food, terrific entertainment and large
crowds of happy people. Come along and share it with us, and bring
your families and friends. If you haven't been before you will find it
well worthwhile. I look forward to seeing you all there.

Kayla Do (centre) helping at Southland Multicultural Council
information stall, first day of SIT Orientation Week

Regards,
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Foremost in my mind at the moment is organising the Multicultural Food Festival on Saturday
March 16, so that everyone has a good time.
One of the new stalls this year will be Churros Olé from Dunedin which do Spanish donuts
from a machine, which I’m told are yummy to eat and fun to watch being made. We’re still
able to keep entrance free, but there will be the opportunity to give a donation to help towards the running
expenses of the Festival as some of our funding for this was cut or reduced this year.
The Multicultural Food Festival couldn’t happen without our funders for this event and we’re grateful to
ILT Foundation, Lottery Grants Board, Southland Settlement Support and to The Southland Times for advertising
sponsorship.
Hope to see you there.

Violet Stewart

Swimming Lessons For Women Only
With woman instructor
and woman lifeguard

Census

CENSUS DAY Tuesday
5 March 2013
By law you are required to fill in the forms

Sundays
4.30pm-6.00pm
At Splash Palace in the learners pool,
with total privacy
(pool is booked for this group only at this time)
Lesson is for 30minutes—rest of the time is recreation.
Enquire and register at Splash Palace or phone Peter
the manager 217 3838.

Cost is $57.00 for 6 classes.
Classes start 3 March (you can start a later date if
you want to)
Some of our women members already go to this and
others are welcome to join

Race Relations Day
Each year 21 March is observed around the world as the International Day
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The United Nations selected
21 March to symbolise the need to end racism. The date recalls the tragic
loss of life at Sharpeville in South Africa, 21 March 1960.
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Written by Val Maskell – Employer / Migrant Liaison –
Auckland Chamber of Commerce

•

The New Kiwis programme links jobseekers to our
extensive network of Employers and vice versa.
There is no-cost to the candidate or employer and
the service leverages off our existing relationship
with around 22,000 businesses around NZ.

•

In NZ, a very high percentage of vacancies are not
advertised in conventional ways – here it is all
about networks and networking. New Kiwis links
you to our business networks under our brand and
we can show you how to network in NZ.

•

The www.newkiwis.co.nz site and our services are
for skilled and qualified candidates living in New
Zealand (Local), and those who are in the process
of emigrating (Global).

•

Employers love this service because it is free – it
saves them time and money because they can log
into the site and search for candidates that meet
their needs. Employers actually prefer not to
advertise and this is why there are a limited of
vacancies posted on the site. But Employers are
actively using the site to search and download
shortlists of candidates. Over 5,000 CVs are
downloaded by employers and recruitment
agencies each year and many more shortlisted and
viewed.

•

New Kiwis (www.newkiwis.co.nz) is a partnership
project between the Auckland Chamber of
Commerce and Immigration New Zealand.

“Your career is your business – It’s time for you to manage
it as a CEO” – Dorit Sher

Kia ora New Kiwis
Welcome to New Zealand – congratulations on making the
move. So you have arrived here - the beautiful Land of the
Long White Cloud. The country is as drop-dead gorgeous,
the air is clean, the countryside is green, food is plentiful
and reasonably cheap, kids have access to a good
education – so what more could you want ?
The only thing left
to
make
life
complete
is a
getting into the
workforce.
The
most
important
thing to realise is
that you have to be
in charge of your
own career. Who is in control of your job search journey?
Don’t depend on others to open doors for you, to give you
a lead, find you a position. Do you have an action plan? Or
are you drifting on the sea of life trying to stay above
water, grappling for a piece of wood to keep you afloat?
NZ is a country of opportunity, and it is up to you to break
down the barriers, decide what you want, take action and
never give up. Your success story is waiting to be written no one can write it except you.
The great news is that you are not alone. When we arrived
in the country some twenty years ago – there were no
support organisations to assist us. Today, you have access
to advice and assistance from several government agencies
and not for profit organisations and of course the New
Kiwis range of services managed by the Auckland Chamber
of Commerce and funded by Government.
We have two ways we can help you: a website to connect
you to employers and a course that will help you understand ‘how recruitment is done here’ and how to present
your overseas experience to
employers here.

The second initiative – New Kiwi Career Success - is all
about ‘job search skills and strategies’ and also funded
by Government.
In Auckland: you can attend our 2.5 day course and
on-going follow-up workshops at no cost where will
cover everything from how to do your CV and cover
letter through to cold-calling and networking.
Outside Auckland / already working / offshore: you can
access the New Kiwi Career Success online through:
www.newkiwis.co.nz There is a link from the landing
page for seekers or through the information centre.
http:/ /w ww .new k iw i s.co.nz/ l oc al / j ob_ see ker /
online_course.aspx

The first initiative is the website:
www.newkiwis.co.nz

We have just welcomed the Year
of the Snake which is a great sign,
a positive one, with energy that
can help us face all of the
challenges ahead of us. Let's take
advantage of this vibrant influence
to improve our lives -- and our
country and our world!

I guess you want to know what’s
different about New Kiwis and the
other web based recruitment
services? Well, here’s why, every
month, we have on average 256
people locally and 778 globally
registering on the site:
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Need more information – contact
Val Maskell on (09) 376 3929 or
email vmaskell@chamber.co.nz.
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March 2013
Dates for your diary!
Sunday, 10th March 3pm – 5pm
Invercargill Expats Club meet at the Paddington Arms, 220 Bainfield Road, Waikiwi, Invercargill.
Social event - all welcome!

Tuesday, 19th March 10.30am – 12.30pm
Immigration New Zealand seminar – information on work and residence visas. Opportunity to ask questions of
Immigration officials.
Being held at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill.

Wednesday, 20th March 10.00am – 12.00pm
Lumsden morning tea information session
• Guest speaker – topic is “Your rights as a tenant on a NZ Dairy Farm”
• Meet with Settlement Support
• Pick up Immigration forms
• Anne Hanning, Licensed Immigration Adviser will be available
• Bring a plate of food (optional)
Being held at Community Resource Centre, Hero Street, Lumsden.

Friday, 22nd March 6pm – 9pm
Multicultural Celebrations, Hamilton Park, Gore. Five a side football, ethnic food, crafts for children.

Tuesday, 26th March 10.30am – 12.30pm
Gore Morning tea information session
• Guest speakers – topic is “Starting a business in NZ”
• Meet with Settlement Support
• Pick up Immigration forms
• Bring a plate of food (optional)
Being held at the James Cumming Wing, Ardwick Street, Gore.
For more information contact: Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland
Twitter
https://twitter.com/#!/SouthlandNZ
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
03 211 1803
021 380 635

Some New Zealand slang expressions and their meanings
Daylight robbery = overpriced
Example “I thought the asking price for ................. was daylight robbery.”
Good nick = good condition
Example = “Even though the car is very old, the upholstery is in good nick”
Flog = steal, rob
Example = “Someone flogged my daughter’s new pencil case”
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore,
Lumsden & Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

**There will be a nominal charge for Permanent Residents
of $30 per term(10 weeks) and $50 for non Permanent
Residents for English Language Groups

Registrations now open for classes starting in
March 2013
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Services include:

•
•
•
•

Learn English
at SIT

providing legal information
advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform

ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

and in some cases representing people in court.

PERMANENT RESIDENTS (FEES APPLY FOR NON PERMANENT RESIDENTS)

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents

March
Birthday Greetings
to:

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Nicolai
Siddhanth
Cass
Krispell
Krish

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Samuel

Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Melissa
Linus
Jan
Kix

Jake
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to improve their English language learning at no cost.

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
I wonder if you’ve visited the hospital at
Invercargill and seen the wonderful tiles on
the walls along the passage that leads to the
lifts and various wards, cafeteria etc. You will see that all these tiles have pictures of old English nursery
rhymes, many of which my mother taught me as a child. I also had very colourful picture books of these
nursery rhymes.
The tiles were originally ordered from England
and were put on the walls, as a frieze, of the
children’s ward at the new Southland hospital
prior to it opening 20 March 1937.

Fortunately, over the years of redevelopment,
these tiles have been able to be saved and
restored and we can enjoy looking at them
when we visit the hospital.

Violet ☺

International Parks Week
The first week of March, from March 2 to 8, is International Parks
Week 2013. This year the theme is “Get Healthy By Nature”.
To celebrate, on Thursday, March 7th there will be a variety of free,
family friendly events in Queens Park, Invercargill. At 6pm there will
be a barbecue run by the Rotary Club of Invercargill North, with free
sausages. Everyone Welcome.
There will also be tours of Queens Park and an opportunity to have a
go on the park’s new orienteering course.
Parks Week is an annual celebration of the important role that parks
play in contributing to the health of our communities.
The Rainbow Quill
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Invercargill
Children's Day
Where:
Invercargill Fire Station,
Jed Street, Invercargill
When: Sunday 3rd March, 11am - 2pm
Activities: Lots of free fun activities, including; arts and crafts, bouncy castles, crazy bikes,
electric blanket testing, zumba, chalk, playdough and much more. Bring your lunch and sit in the
under shelter seating available. There will be FREE water, fruit and sun screen available
throughout the event. The event will be broadcast live. The Fire Museum will also be open.
Contact person: Rhonda Hoffman, 027 312 3085

