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Thank you to our
funders:

Want to know more about the

Census

Lindsay Dow, area manager 2013 census will be speaking and answering questions

Monday 18th February, 7.00pm
Meeting room upstairs at Invercargill Public Library
Tea/coffee to follow, with an opportunity to chat
See sample census forms and have your questions answered; forms in
some other languages will also be available; find out why you count

Saturday
16th March

Mark it
on the
Calendar
*
Tell your
friends
*
Celebrating
Race
Relations
Day
Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery Christmas picnic

From President Brian
Kia ora koutou katoa, greetings to all
Many of us are celebrating the New Year about this time. I wish you
all the compliments of the season – good health and happiness for
2013.
At Christmas this year, we had a wonderful time at Kaka Point with
some of our family and international friends. For those who have not
been able to connect with family recently, I hope you have been able
to enjoy the summer holiday period with your friends.
During the holidays we also went to Wellington to attend a wedding
of one of our international friends.
We look forward to a good year with the Multicultural Council and its
activities. Coming up on 18th February we have an evening at the
Invercargill library with Lindsay Dow, the local area manager for the
Census. This is a great opportunity to get together, find out more
about the census and ask questions. There will be a cup of tea/
coffee afterwards with the opportunity to talk to Lindsay.
March 16th is the Multicultural Food Festival, and the first potluck for
the year will be on 20th April.
Remember to keep aware of newcomers to our city– the start of the
academic year is a time when we usually have an influx of
people needing our support and friendship.
Kind regards
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
I hope your Christmas and New Year was a happy one. We spent Christmas in Christchurch
with our nieces and nephew and their children and my brother and sister-in-law so we had a
lovely time. Like many of you, my holidays are over and it’s back to work!
If you’re struggling settling into living here, hopefully the graph below will be helpful. Talk
about it with your family and friends. These kind of feelings can also happen in reverse when you return to your
own country to live after living in another country.
Coming up on 18th February we’ve organised an evening about the Census—a good chance to get together and find
out more about it. Then on 16th March there is the Multicultural Food Festival. This year it will again be in the
gymnasium at James Hargest Senior College. There will some different food stalls from last year, and once again
there will be cultural entertainment. Hope to see you at these events.

Violet Stewart

Understanding how settling in works
Moving to a new country and new ways of doing things can be challenging for many people and their
families. Some people settle in quickly. For others, getting used to life here may take some time.

Support while you settle in
Most people when they settle in a new country go through six distinct stages. This is what is known as the
Settlement Curve:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Forethought: This is a positive time as you plan the move to New Zealand. It is important though to have
realistic expectations about your new home country.
Fun: The excitement of new people and new places means those who arrive feel very positively about their
new home.
Fright: At some point, something will happen. It might be a big thing or a small thing, but it will make you
feel frustrated and/or unhappy.
Flight: If something happens and newcomers don’t have a network of friends or family to call on, they may
look at moving on or returning to their country of origin at this point.
Fight: This is the turning point, when people become realistic about what it’s like to live here and
consciously decide to stay and make their life here.
Fit: By this stage, the challenges are more about the usual things that people think about every day, not
about being in a new country. People have decided to stay and contribute and this leads to a sense of
‘fit’ .This means they believe they have made the right decision and New Zealand is where they want to be.
Almost every person who arrives in New Zealand goes through this ‘curve’ of emotions over their first
18 months to two years.
http://www.ssnz.govt.nz/living-in-new-zealand/moving-to-new-zealand/about-settling-in.asp
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Is the information I give confidential?

Census

•

The information you provide must be kept
confidential by Statistics NZ and is protected by
the Statistics Act 1975.

•

Census information can only be used for
statistical purposes and must be reported in a
way that cannot identify you. No other
organisations – including the New Zealand Police,
Immigration New Zealand and Inland Revenue –
can obtain census information that identifies you.

•

The Public Records Act 2005 requires census
forms to be retained. After 100 years they may be
made available for research that meets
the confidentiality requirements of the
Statistics Act 1975.

CENSUS DAY Tuesday 5 March 2013
Who takes part in the census?
•

Everyone who is in New Zealand on census day
must fill in a census form – this includes babies,
children and visitors.

•

The census is the official count of how many
people and dwellings there are in New Zealand.

What is the census information used for?
•

•

Information from the census helps determine
how billions of dollars of government funding is
spent in the community. It is used to help make
decisions about which services are needed and
where they should be, such as hospitals, kōhanga
reo, schools, roads, public transport and
recreational facilities.
Census information is used by councils,
community groups, iwi and businesses to plan for
the future.

How often is a census held?
•

Statistics New Zealand is required by law to hold
a census every five years. The census scheduled
for March 2011 was postponed following the
Christchurch earthquake in February 2011. The
next census will be the first one held in seven
years, which makes the information we collect
more important than ever.

How is the information collected?
•

New business
NOW OPEN

Kims
Mini Mart
Recently, Kim Warren, owner of the popular Kims
Sushi opened Kims Mini Mart in the premises next
door. The two premises are linked internally which
makes it easier for customers.
The new mini mart will sell a variety of hot European
quick foods such as Dad’s Gourmet Pies, hot dogs,
and chips.
It will also sell confectionary and a selection of Asian
groceries.

Forms are available in English or Māori. There will
be no new questions in the 2013 Census
questionnaires.

•

You can do your forms online or on paper. Doing
your forms online is secure, quick and easy.

•

If everyone in your household does their forms
online a collector may not need to call back.
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For more information visit the census
website: www.census.govt.nz
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Kims Mini Mart
12 Kelvin
Invercargill

Street,

Tel 03 218 6866
Monday—Saturday
9.00am-6.00pm
Sweta James stocking shelves with
Korean groceries
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A reminder – the Sun is still strong and it’s so easy to get caught out and burn
your skin (as I did on holiday in December!).
A good tip is to buy a small pot of Sun cream and carry it in your bag so that
you don’t get caught out!

2013 Invercargill Immigration Seminar Dates
Tuesday
Thursday
Wednesday
Monday

19th March 2013
20th June 2013
11th September 2013
9th December 2013

10.30am – 12.30pm
10.30am – 12.30pm
10.30am – 12.30pm
10.30am – 12.30pm

There will be opportunity to ask questions to the Immigration Officers

All seminars will be held at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill

Housing in New Zealand
22nd February 2013 - Starting at 2pm @ 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
Presentations & Information on:
- Tenancy Rights
- Buying your first home in New Zealand
No cost, no need to book your place, just turn up!
Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland

Twitter

https://twitter.com/#!/SouthlandNZ
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz

03 211 1803

021 380 635

Waitangi Day
Every year on 6 February, New Zealand marks the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840. In that year,
representatives of the British Crown and over 500 Maori chiefs signed what is New Zealand’s founding document.
The day was first officially commemorated in 1934, and it has been a public holiday since 1974.
Kowhaiwhai border from www.maori.org.nz
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore &
Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

• Training for IELTS tests.
There will be a charge for some of the classes.

Registrations now open for classes in 2013
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND
PERMANENT RESIDENTS (FEES APPLY FOR NON PERMANENT RESIDENTS)
The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language

February
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Nur
Gipsy
Errol
Louie
Michelle

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.
Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Cory
Kouta
Mark
Catheya
Christine

Denisse

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
I hope you had a wonderful holiday and are looking
forward to being back to school.
During my holiday from work we drove to Christchurch to
spend Christmas with my brother and sister-in-law and
nieces and nephews and great nieces and nephews.
The day before Christmas we went to the Christchurch city
centre where the shops are made out of shipping containers
because the buildings in that area were damaged by the huge
earthquake. Most of the containers are painted bright colours,
and I noticed two Christmas trees on top of one of them (see top
picture)
People were busking in the street entertaining those who were
watching. (see middle picture) My favourite buskers were a
group of young Asian children from the same family
wearing Father Christmas hats and playing Christmas
carols. (see bottom picture) In some of the carols
their little brother, who was sitting with his parents,
would run and stand beside his sisters and brother
and play the tambourine then run back to his
parents. People enjoyed their performance and put
money in their violin case.

Violet ☺
You can find out more about busking on Wikipedia:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_performance

Happy Chinese New Year

Once again New Zealand Post has issued a
series of stamps celebrating the Chinese New
Year. 2013 is the Year of the Snake and the
stamps show a Chinese calligraphic snake, a
paper-cut greeting snake and a koru-snake
lantern. The $2.40 stamps shows koru-snake
lanterns soaring on the Skyline Gondola
above Queenstown and Lake Wakatipu. The
Queenstown 2012 Winter Festival included a
lantern parade, with an array of colourful
lanterns.
Chinese New Year begins on February 10.
http://stamps.nzpost.co.nz/new-zealand/2013/year-snake
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

FAMILY FUN
BIKE DAY
Invercargill Environment Centre
is having a

‘Family Fun Bike Day’
Queen’s Park, Saturday 23rd February
(Meet at the Band Rotunda)
•
•

Free ‘Sausage Sizzle’
‘Best Dressed Bike Competition’
(decorate your bike)
• A fun ‘Bike Challenge’ (with a prize for
everyone who joins in)
All you need is your bike, helmet, family and friends.
The event is free to attend but a gold coin donation to
help cover expenses is appreciated
For more information, contact Lisa or Clair at
Invercargill Environment Centre: 2184404/iec@paradise.net.nz

