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Christmas Picnic
Sunday December 2, 12noon to 3.00pm
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Bring a picnic lunch for your family, or food to barbecue.
Bring an item of food or drink for the Christmas Hamper, which
is your entry ticket for the hamper

Santa Claus will make an a guest appearance and present
gifts to the children (Parents—please bring a present of no more
than $5 with the child’s name on it to be gifted by Santa Claus.)
Fun for all ages—Races, the Bubble Man, Raffle for
Christmas Hamper, Games with prizes
Any queries, contact Violet at Southland Multicultural Council office
tel 214 9296 (8.15am-2.30pm)

Applying for citizenship?
Thank you to our
funders:

Would you like your
application checked before
you apply?
•

A pre-checked application makes the process
faster and easier for you!

•

No need to visit a Justice of the Peace!

•

You don’t have to post your valuable documents!

•

You can discuss your application with an
experienced citizenship officer.
Invercargill
23 January & 24 January 2013
For more information or make your FREE appointment
call Andrew now Phone: 03 339 5481 Or 0800 22 51 51

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery

From President Brian
Hello to all our friends in the Multicultural Family of Southland
Firstly, a big thank you to ILT Foundation for their recent grant
towards the expenses of the running our organization. Also, this year
it includes funding towards the Multicultural Food Festival which will
be held on March 16, 2013.
Recently, I have been in Wellington, as your representative at a
quarterly meeting of the New Zealand Federation of Multicultural
Councils. Meeting delegates from other councils, and the networking
that goes on is very beneficial.

Photos of some of
the
wonderful
people who came
wearing lovely
costumes to be on
t h e S o ut hl a n d
Multicultural float at
t h e S o ut hl a n d
Santa Parade 2012

As the date of this meeting clashed with our usual monthly gathering,
I was not able to attend the November potluck. I know the committee
organised an interesting evening, and I hope it was enjoyed by all.
After the meeting in Wellington, I visited various family members
around the North Island, and because of this have also missed the
annual Santa Parade. We have had a float in this parade for many
years now, and always get a good reception from the crowd. My
thanks to those who helped out with this, it is always an enjoyable
experience.
However, I’m back in time for our Christmas picnic, held again this
year at Anderson's Park on 2nd December . Traditionally we have
always had very good weather at this venue, so here's hoping the sun
shines for us again.
So until I see you all again, stay safe, happy and warm as the end of
the year approaches. For all those students who are going through
the exam process, kia kaha! Be strong! This is when the hard work
you have put in all year will come to fruition, and I hope you all do
well.

Happy Holidays and Christmas Greetings,
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Hi Everyone
You will see the advert on the front page about applying for citizenship. Please tell your
friends about it. This is a really good opportunity to talk in person to a citizenship officer
about some of the questions you’re not sure about, and make sure your application is okay
before you pay any money. If you would like some application forms we have some at the office.
At the November potluck Yvette from Sport Southland told us about some of the walks of various lengths we can do
around Invercargill, and had brochures with her. I’ve put some of that information on page 4.
Coming up on Sunday December 2 is the Christmas picnic at Anderson Park which is always great fun.
Peace and blessings this Christmas

Violet Stewart

Rainbow Praise
Photos of the choirs/singing groups
Cook Island
Group–
St Andrews

Liberty
Christian
FellowshipFilipino

The
Kenyan
Singers

The Zimbabwean Singers

The Rainbow Quill

The Tongan Church
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BNZ Summer
Walks (FREE)
The BNZ Summer Walks
Series started on 2nd October and are every Tuesday
at 10.00am and 6.30pm.
Location: organised walks along the floodbanks and
other popular and accessible tracks in and around
Invercargill.
Registration for the walks is immediately prior to
each walk at the designated start.
Participants: Children are welcome under adult
supervision, but no dogs, please.
For scheduled starts/finishes, approximate distances
and estimated durations for each walk pick up a
brochure from Sport Southland or check the Sport
Southland website:
http://www.sportsouthland.co.nz/files/docs/sport%
20southland/events/2012
ss_events_summerwalks2012_13brochure.pdf
You might
like to take
part in the
BNZ Surf to
City.

You can run ...You can walk... You can bike ...
BNZ Surf to City 2013—Sunday 10th February

People Trafficking
(taken from www.immigration.govt.nz/
peopletrafficking)
We are sharing this article as this is something that
can and does happen here in New Zealand – if you
concerned about someone you know being taken
advantage of, visit the website above to find out
where to go for help.

What is people trafficking?
People trafficking can be described as modern-day
slavery.
It involves the forced exploitation of a person and can
take many forms, the most common being forced
labour and/or sexual servitude (eg forced
prostitution).
Trafficking victims are often deceived into believing
that they are coming to a country for a legitimate
purpose.
For example, traffickers may advertise false or
misleading job offers to recruit potential victims. Once
in the country, their passport may be taken from them
and their movements are restricted.
People trafficking often involves debt bondage, where
people are forced to work for little or no money and
under poor conditions to repay perceived debt. They
are treated as commodities and profit is made from
their ongoing exploitation.
If you are in an exploitative situation or you know
someone who is, contact your local Police. The New
Zealand Police and Immigration New Zealand are
here to protect, not punish victims of crime.

www.surftocity.co.nz
•

Pram Walks

•

Walking groups

•

Where to Walk

•

Getting Started

Trafficking and smuggling – what is the
difference?
People often confuse people smuggling with people
trafficking.

Check out the info at www.stepitout.co.nz
All this info and more at http://www.sportsouthland.co.nz/

The key difference is once across the border:
Smuggled people generally disappear into a
community where they have prior connections
(such as friends or family) and work illegally.

Office Closure for
Christmas Holidays
The Southland Multicultural Council
office will close at 2.30pm on Friday day 23rd December
2012 and reopen on Monday 14th January 2013.
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Both are profitable businesses involving the
movement of human beings across borders and both
have links to organised crime.

Trafficked people remain under the control of their
traffickers, with threats and violence to ensure
compliance.

Southland Multicultural Council Inc

Continued page 5....
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Happy Christmas Everyone!
Immigration Seminar
Immigration Officers from Christchurch and Dunedin will be in Invercargill to discuss work & residency visas. There
will be opportunity to ask questions.
Wednesday, 5th December – starts at 10.30am. 143 Spey Street, Invercargill – no need to book.

Welcome Packs
If you are a newcomer to Southland, drop in to see us at 143 Spey Street, Invercargill, and we can supply you with a
Southland Welcome Pack – full of ‘need to know’ information about life in NZ! Alternatively, email your address to
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz and we’ll pop one in the post for you.

Sun Protection
Skin Cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in New Zealand. Melanoma is the most
serious type, and our rates are amongst the highest in the world. Skin cancer is largely
preventable. Over 90% of all skin cancer cases are attributed to excess sun exposure. We
encourage all New Zealanders to be SunSmart. What this means is between September and March, especially
between the hours of 11am-4pm when UV radiation levels are very high you need to ensure that you wear sun
protective clothing, cover your arms – apply SPF30+ sunscreen every time you are outside and then every two
hours. Covering your face, head, neck and ears with a hat, seeking shade where possible and using sunglasses is
critical to protect your eyes from those harm damaging UV rays.
For more information, visit
http://sunsmart.org.nz/.
We hope you enjoy the summer holidays!
Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland

Twitter

https://twitter.com/#!/SouthlandNZ
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz

03 211 1803

021 380 635

People Trafficking ....continued from Page 4
While a trafficked person may consent to crossing a border illegally, this does not mean they consent to their
subsequent forced exploitation.

T raf fick in g

S m u g g lin g

P e rso n is re cr uite d u sing fr a ud o r d ece pti on .

P erso n se ek s serv ice fro m sm ug g le r.

L eg a l o r illeg a l b o rde r c ro ssin g .

Illeg a l b o rd er c ro ssing .

L eg a l o r illeg a l d o cu m ent s – w ith h eld fr om t he
p e rso n.

Illeg a l d o cu m en ts – false o r sto len for the pe rso n .

C o n tr olled – b y c oe rc ion , th re ats, frau d o r de cep tio n.

V o lu nt ary – p erso n is n ot co nt ro lled b y sm ug g le r.

P r ofit fr o m e xp lo it in g v ictim – o n g oin g .

P ro fi t fro m m o vin g pe op le – e nd s at b or d er.

V iola tion o f h u m an rig ht s – exp lo ita tio n b a se d

V io latio n o f th e b or de r – t ra n spo rt atio n b a sed
Article submitted by Settlement Support Southland
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore &
Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

• Training for IELTS tests.
There will be a charge for some of the classes.

Registrations now open for classes in 2013
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
advice and assistance
promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

December & January
Birthday Greetings to:
☺ Lucas
☺ Shreesti
☺
☺ Miguel
☺
☺ Chris
☺
☺ Deepak
☺
☺ Angel
☺
☺ Jotham
☺
☺ Rishav
☺
☺ Marcus
☺
☺ Manuel
☺
☺ John
☺
☺ Mary
☺
☺ Nicole
☺
☺ Jesha
☺
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ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND
PERMANENT RESIDENTS
The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

Shenelle
Krystal
Kuku

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or

Alisa
Rainne
Robin
Christine
Ruvimbo
Kavishi
Gimani
Geoffrey
David
Timothy

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
I’m sure a lot of you are looking forward to the school holidays.
This is the time of the year when there are a lot of extra activities, some of them celebrating the end of
the year and some because it’s the Christmas season.
Coming up middle of December are Carols by Candlelight, at Queens Park, Invercargill. This is a very
popular free event which you and your family might like to go to.

The YMCA presents Carols by Candlelight

with the annual

Carols by Candlelight concert
Monday December 17th. 7.30pm
Band Rotunda, Queens Park, Invercargill
The concert will include performances by soloists, dance groups,
and other entertainers, with public carols to follow
Carol books and candles, will be available to buy at the venue
Entry is FREE and if it’s wet, the concert will be postponed
to Thursday December 20
If you want to know more about some of the Christmas carols, on this website,
http://mmdelrosario.hubpages.com/hub/christmas-carols-for-children, there is a collection of
popular and favourite Christmas Carols for kids, including YouTube clips and interesting facts about
the Christmas songs.
Hope you have a happy Christmas and safe and happy holidays.

Violet ☺
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van Eeden Tulips

Seasonal work from beginning January 2013
to mid February 2013.
Production line work and machinery
operating in a commercial tulip bulb
business.

Can you help??
Peter would like someone to help
him brush up on the Russian
language. In exchange he is willing
to help with English.
If you can help, contact Peter on 218 4019
or traveller5@xtra.co.nz

Phone or text Mike on 027 6004612
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Coming up in 2013
•

Saturday 16 February monthly Potluck Dinner at Holy Trinity Church Hall, King Street,
Windsor, Invercargill (no potluck in January).

•

Saturday March 16 Multicultural Food Festival, at James Hargest Senior Campus,
288 Layard Street, 10.30am to 3.00pm.

Put these dates in the diary
Mark them on the calendar

