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Potluck Dinner
Saturday 17 November, 6.30pm
Holy Trinity Church Hall,
King Street, Windsor
Invercargill
Opportunity to find out about physical
activities(including activities like Zumba) available in Invercargill for
all ages and abilities. Yvette from Sport Southland will be there.
There will also be the opportunity for questions.

Please bring a plate of food to share
Everyone Welcome
Members of Southland Multicultural Council—free
Non members—a gold coin donation

Thank you to our
funders:

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery
October potluck pre Diwali celebration

From President Brian
Kia ora te whanau, Greetings to the Multicultural family of
Southland
Firstly, a big thank you to the Invercargill City Council for their
donation and to COGS for their grant towards helping us provide a
service here in Southland.
At the time of writing, we are experiencing some of the stormy
weather I forecast in my last letter. Recently we were in the
Queenstown area where they had snow and extremely cold
temperatures. We need to remember there are better things to
come, and soon we will be basking in the sunshine again.
I would like to thank those who organised the pre-Diwali night,
Vishnu, Sudhir, Siva and friends.
These people together
represented Malaysia, Fiji and India, and gave us a memorable
evening of music, colour and dancing. An audiovisual presentation
and a talk on Diwali from Mindy were all well received. Thanks to
Bombay Palace for providing some food for the evening. As well as
dances from Ashika, Araminta and Amanda, we had a guitar item from
a new friend from New Caledonia, and a colourful fashion parade. All
who were there enthusiastically endorsed the suggestion we should
repeat this evening again next year.
Next month I will be representing you all at a regional conference of
the New Zealand Federation of Multicultural Councils in
Wellington, and I will take the opportunity to spend some time in the
North Island. Those of you who need to contact me for any help
should apply direct to our office during this time.
Our next event coming up is the now annual Rainbow Praise. I was
able to attend this for the first time last year, and can assure you it
will be well worth making the effort to get to. I look forward to seeing
many of you there.
Kind regards,
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a
recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter —
you can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Hi Everyone
Coming up are some events which we hope you will come along to and join in with. First is
Rainbow Praise on Sunday afternoon, November 4 (see page 1). At our next potluck on November 17 Yvette from Sport Southland will be talking about physical activities available locally. It will be a good time to ask questions, and she will also have resources there. Saturday 24 November is the
annual Southland Santa Parade. It would be great to have a lot of people join us. It’s a fun time! Another fun time
is the Christmas Picnic on December 2 . Bring your friends and family and your own food. Details are below. Hope
I’ll be able to meet up with you at some of the events we have over these next few weeks. When you join in with
events like these, and other community events, it helps to grow the feeling of belonging to the community.

Violet Stewart

Southland Santa Parade
Saturday 24 November, 2.00pm
Southland Multicultural Council will take part in the Santa Parade again this year. We need
people, both adults and children, to dress in the costume of their country and take part in
the parade. Even if you don’t have a costume you can still take part. It would be great to
have lots of people to help celebrate the cultural diversity we have in Southland. We need people to ride on the
“float” and also to walk beside it. I promise you, you will have fun!!

Important: If you’re not wearing a costume of a country please dress smart casual.
Phone Violet at the office (214 9296) for more information or email multinations@woosh.co.nz. If you plan to
take part please let me know if possible as I want to make sure we have plenty of people. The parade leaves
from Gala Street and you need to be there between 1.30pm and 1.45pm at the very latest.
Southland Multicultural Council

Christmas Picnic - Sunday December 2
Anderson Park - Pavilion area
From 12 midday to 3.00pm
The picnic and barbeque will be in the pavilion area which is a short walk
across the grass from the car park.

Bring a picnic lunch, or food to barbeque if you
prefer to do that
You might also want to bring a rug or chair to sit on. The sun will
be shining (we hope!) so remember to bring sunhats &
sunscreen lotion!!

Fun for all ages! Everyone Welcome!
Races; The Bubble Man; Games with prizes;
Raffle for Christmas Hamper*
Santa Claus will make a guest appearance & present gifts to the children. (Parents—
please help Santa at this busy time of the year by bringing a present of no more than $5 with the child’s name
on it to be gifted by Santa Claus)
*Christmas Hamper Raffle—Please bring a food or drink item for the Christmas Hamper, which is your entry
ticket for the Christmas Hamper Raffle.
Any queries phone Violet at the office, 214 9296 (8.15am—2.30pm)
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Driving In
New Zealand and who
is responsible for
what!
From NZ Land Transport Authority
in regard to people from other countries.
People can drive in New Zealand if they hold a driver
licence from another country or an international
driving permit and:
•
•
•
•

That overseas licence is current/valid and
They have not been disqualified or suspended in
NZ and
They have not been in NZ for 12 months or more,
and
Their licence is in English or has an accurate
translation from an approved translator attached
to it

If their licence or international driving permit doesn't
meet these requirements, they must apply for a New
Zealand driver licence to drive in New Zealand.
If in NZ for a year or more
They need to gain a New Zealand driver licence. If
their overseas licence is still current or expired less
than 12 months ago they can apply to convert it to a
New Zealand licence.
How to convert an overseas driver licence to a New
Zealand licence:
• Apply at any driver licensing agent.
• Complete an Application for conversion of an
overseas driver licence form (DL5) (either
download this form, or get a copy from any driver
licensing agent).
• Present their overseas driver licence (if the overseas licence is not in English they will also need to
present a translation by an approved translator).
• Present evidence of their identity and address.
• Present photocopies of all of the original
evidence above.
• Present a current medical certificate, if required.
• Pass an eyesight screening check - unless they can
provide a current eyesight or medical certificate.
• Pay the licence fee. The amount will depend on
the type of licence.
Depending on the country they came from, they may
also have to pass theory and practical tests.
The link to the NZTA website more information for migrants is http://www.nzta.govt.nz/licence/residentsvisitors/driving-nz.html.
4
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Notes for EMPLOYERS and EMPLOYEES
in regard to DRIVING and LICENCES
If an employment contract calls for employees to have
a current drivers licence in order to do the job, then it
is up to the applicant to provide proof that they have:A valid licence from their own country (without any
convictions and written in English or with an approved
English translation attached to it) or a valid
international driving permit.
BEFORE employing anyone that will be required to
drive the employer must:
Verify that the prospective employee has a NZ driving
licence or is entitled to drive in NZ (even if they are
only using farm roads).
OR
Verify that any overseas driving licence is valid, or
making sure that there is a valid international driving
permit for the driver.
If the employer fails to check the employees legal right
to drive, then the insurance on any of the vehicles the
employee drives will not be honoured. This means
that there will not be cover for any damage, accidents
or write offs that occur. It is up to the employer to
check these details for every employee, not just
migrant employees. Insurance companies are very
pedantic about this (unsurprisingly) and have declined
claims in the very recent past based on the grounds
that there was no valid drivers licence for the driver.
For all drivers (not just migrants):
Driving in NZ without a
valid licence is a criminal
offence
and
being
caught may result in
some serious fines.
Multiple charges can
mean jail time in some
circumstances, especially
if the driver is involved in an accident causing death or
injury.
Driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol is also a
serious offence, and may result in fines and if caught
multiple times a term of imprisonment.
Driving along a highway at 50 km/hr in pristine
weather conditions is not acceptable. In other words
going too slow can attract hefty fines and tickets just
as much as driving too fast.
Just because someone can afford a large car in NZ,
does not mean they are equipped to handle them!
Denise Lormans, Manager, Southland Community Law Centre
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November 2012
Immigration Seminar
Immigration Officers from Christchurch and Dunedin will be in Invercargill to discuss work & residency visas. There
will be opportunity to ask questions.
Wednesday, 5th December – starts at 10.30am. 143 Spey Street, Invercargill – no need to book.

Start your own business workshop
Our ‘starting a business in NZ’ workshop in November is fully booked, however, we are taking names of people who
may be interested in attending a future workshop – email eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz for more information.

Welcome Packs
If you are a newcomer to Southland, drop in to see us at 143 Spey Street, Invercargill, and we can supply you with a
Southland Welcome Pack – full of ‘need to know’ information about life in NZ! Alternatively, email your address to
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz and we’ll pop one in the post for you.

Morning Tea Information Session—Lumsden
Join us in Lumsden on 28th November at the Community Resource Centre, Hero Street, Lumsden 10.30am –
12.30pm for morning tea. We will be bringing a guest speaker from Community Law, who will be talking about
Minimum Employment Rights in NZ. IRD will also be available to answer any of your questions on paying Tax. We
also have the Dental Hygienist attending who will be talking about your children’s dental health. Anne Hanning will
also be presenting to you on Residency Visas.
Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland

Twitter

https://twitter.com/#!/SouthlandNZ

Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
03 211 1803
021 380 635

Southland Community Law Centre
Free Legal Services

Staff from the
Southland Community Law Centre
will be coming to Winton!
WHEN:

The last Wednesday of each month from
1.30pm to 3.30pm—NEXT DATE Nov 28

Microwave
to give away
Contact Brian & Donna
for more details

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL

216 7728 or

Phone (03)214 3180 or Toll free on 0800 55 0800 for an appointment
WHERE: Southern REAP building 224 Great North Road, Winton

022 6360256
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore &
Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

• Training for IELTS tests.

There will a charge for some of the classes.
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

November
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Bryan
Ankita
Belinda
Robert
Gabriel

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Parkirti
Tinashe
Lyra
Kamishka
Charles

Mich

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
Even though it’s not very warm as I write this newsletter, we all look forward to
the warmer summer weather. In summer you see people of all ages wearing
“jandals”, the very popular footwear made entirely from rubber. These were
first called “jandals” in New Zealand in the 1950s. The word “jandal” comes from
“Japanese Sandal”.
Jandals have been so popular in New Zealand that they have become part of
what we call “Kiwiana”. Some other “kiwiana” things are buzzy bee, marmite,
hokey pokey icecream. In 1994 NZ Post issued a set of stamps on Kiwiana which
included a stamp with jandals on it.
In Australia jandals are called “thongs”. In the USA they are called “flip-flops”.
My husband who is from Zimbabwe has a pair of jandals which he calls
“flip-flops”. I’m sure you can guess how they got the name “flip-flops”. When
you walk flip-flop, flip-flop is the sound they make. They are also in other
countries of the world, and called by different names.
In New Zealand we have a National Jandal Day. The first National Jandal Day was
held in 2007. This year it is on Friday December 7th. The week of 2nd December
to 8th December, including National Jandal Day is a National Appeal Week
for Surf Live Saving. The surf lifequards wear jandals on the beaches. It is
good to celebrate the commitment and expertise of our volunteer
lifeguards who work hard at keeping our beaches safe through summer
and rescue people who get into difficulty in the sea. They wear jandals on
the beaches. You may have seen some of the amazing rescues by surf
lifeguards if you’ve watched “Piha Rescue” on television.
Enjoy our lovely beaches, but stay safe!

Violet ☺
http://www.kiwianatown.co.nz/things-kiwiana.html
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/kiwi-icon-born-maurice-yock-lodges-application-for-the-trademark-jandals

Come along and enjoy lawn bowls for youth bowlers
(students aged 12 - 25)
Where: Northend Bowling Club (beside Southland Museum)
When: November 9, 16, 23, 30
Time: 4pm – 6pm
Cost: $10 (yearly fee)
All equipment supplied. You only need to wear comfortable clothing and
flat soled shoes.
Format:

30 minutes coaching
60 minutes competition play
30 minutes socialising (BBQ provided free of charge)

Enquiries:

Karen Ralston, Centre Manager, Bowls Southland, (03) 214 4323 or (027) 233 9462
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

