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Thank you to our
funders:

Please bring a plate of food
to share
Entertainment by Invercargill Filipino Dance Group
Everyone Welcome
Members of Southland Multicultural Council—free
Non members—a gold coin donation

From the Annual General Meeting
Held Monday 28 May 2012
The new committee of Southland Multicultural Council is:
President
Brian Bellett
Vice President
Trevor Penny
Treasurer
Flora Lin
Committee members:
Angela Pardo Cortes
Jide Samuel
Losa Taufalele

Siva Puppala
Bede Amarasekara
John Kerr

Angela Pardo Cortes

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

Photo-left to right
Back: Bede Amarasekara, Siva Puppala, Brian Bellett, Trevor Penny
Front: John Kerr, Losa Taufalele, Flora Lin, Jide Samuel
DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery

From President Brian

Photos from Potluck dinner 16 June 2012

Winter greetings to all the Multicultural Family in the South
We were called home early, from our recent trip to Dunedin, by neighbours
who reported our house had been broken into. Happily, this is not a common
occurrence, but I want to make you all aware that there are people in our
community who do not hesitate to help themselves to the belongings of
others, given the opportunity. In our case, our house was locked, and a fair
amount of damage was done to our doors, and some property was
taken. Please make sure your house is always securely locked when you are
not at home. A good security system and adequate insurance cover is also a
good idea. Don’t leave valuable belongings in sight in your car, and always
lock your car, no matter where it is. The police were very good and helpful—
don’t hesitate to contact them if you have a problem. We were also
contacted by Victim Support who offered support. We are fortunate to have
community organisations in our city who are there to help when we need
them.
One of the things we have lost and not yet recovered is the hard drive from
our computer, including my contact list. If you are wondering why you have
not had a phone call from me lately, give me a call and remind me of your
contact details.
Many thanks to Shan, from Sri Lanka, who organised a group of people to
entertain us with songs at our last potluck dinner. We also enjoyed two
beautiful dances by Karina from Rarotonga, and Sally, Seina and Ioana from
Tonga also sang and danced for us. If you were not present at this gathering,
you missed a good night. I hope to see you there next month.
I have just returned from representing you at the 23rd Annual Meeting of the
New Zealand Federation of Multicultural Councils in Wellington Delegates
stayed at the Orongomai Marae at Upper Hutt. Those of you who joined us at
our recent noho marae know at first hand what a very rewarding and special
experience this is. Tayo Agunlejika was re-elected as President, and for the
first time the positions of Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer are filled by
women. Ganges Singh, a founding member of the Federation, was
nominated and endorsed as our first Life Member. For those who would like
to know more about the meeting, my full report will be available at the office
in the next few days.

Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
With the large number of fires I read about in our newspaper I can’t stress strongly enough
the importance of having working smoke alarms, and making sure you and your family put fire
safety tips in place. The Fire Service will have their fire engine at Kidzone again this year, and
they also have a room with things for children to do and opportunities to ask questions. They
are in F-block at Kidzone, the same block as our activity room is in. Why not visit the Fire Service downstairs then
come upstairs and visit us?
We’re past the shortest day, so in a few weeks time we’ll see longer daylight hours again. Long daylight hours,
especially in summer, is one of the blessings of living in Southland.

Violet Stewart

Ethnic Church
Choirs/Singing Groups

School Holiday
Fun!

needed for

Rainbow Praise

Sunday November 6 at

Wednesday July 4 – Monday July 9
Buy tickets at Invercargill i-site at the museum
Admission $13 (plus $3 booking fee per transaction)

First Church, Tay St, In’gill, 2pm to 3.30pm
You can see photos of Rainbow Praise last year on our
website www.multinations.co.nz.
If you are interested in taking part this year or want more
information contact Violet at the Multicultural Southland
office, tel 214 9296.

Southland Community
Law Centre
Free Legal Services

Staff from the
Southland Community Law Centre
will be coming to Winton!
WHEN:

The last Wednesday of each month from
1.30pm to 3.30pm—NEXT DATE July 25
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL

Phone (03)214 3180 or
Toll free on 0800 55 0800 for an appointment
WHERE:

Southern REAP building
224 Great North Road
Winton
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Living Legends
lives on!
Living Legends is a
community conservation project that was
set up in 2011 to
commemorate New
Zealand’s hosting of
Rugby World Cup.
Last year we planted 83,000 trees. The target is to plant
170,000 before the end of 2015.
Living Legends will return to Bushy Point, Otatara, where
last year volunteers successfully planted 5,000 native
trees and shrubs. This year we have another 2,550 native
trees to get into the ground in a couple of hours so once
again we need your help!
Each planting project is dedicated to a regional ‘Rugby
Legend’ who was selected in 2011 by their provincial
rugby union. These Rugby Legends are people who have
made an outstanding contribution to rugby in New
Zealand. Come along to a Living Legends event this year
and you may be lucky enough to meet your local Rugby
Legend! The Rugby Legend for the Southland area is
Kevin Laidlaw.
The Living Legends project is only possible with the
support or our partners and sponsors. Living Legends is a
joint venture of Project Crimson, an environmental
charity with 20 years experience in community-based
native restoration projects, and The Tindall Foundation.
Department of Conservation and Meridian Energy are
major sponsors. The Otatara Landcare Group who is
actively involved on planting days, and act as tree
caretakers throughout the year, also supports the
Southland event.

Living Legends MuckMuck-In
Date of Event: Saturday 1st September 2012
Start and End times: starting at 9.00 am and
finishing around midday
Venue: Bushy Point, 7 Bryson Road, Otatara,
Invercargill
Event is free but we would ask that people register
their interest on our website
www.livinglegends.co.nz
Organiser: Kay Eade
Contact Number: 021589809
Contact email: contact@livinglegends.co.nz
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Fire Safety
and
Prevention
Fires can be caused
by many things we
use in our homes—
the stove, electric blankets, heaters and clothes
dryers. A few simple safety precautions can help to
prevent a fire harming your family and damaging your
home:
• Install smoke alarms in hallways and bedrooms,
and check the batteries regularly.
• Dispose of cigarette and fireplace ashes into
metal bins and leave to cool.
• Check electrical equipment and extension cords
for signs of wear.
• Keep heaters a metre away from curtains,
furniture and children.
The New Zealand Fire Service website has more tips
and facts about fire safety:
http://www.fire.org.nz/Pages/Home.aspx

Fire Safety for the
Family
•

•

•

•

Children are naturally drawn to
the heat and light of a fire.
The best way to teach your
kids about fire safety is by
example. Let your children
see you being sensible and careful with cooking,
candles, electrical equipment and smoking.
Sit down with the whole family and talk about
what to do if there is a fire. Draw a plan of your
house and your escape routes, and decide on a
meeting place somewhere nearby and safe.
It is important to talk through with children what
to do if there’s a fire. Don’t avoid it for fear of
frightening them. Children need to know the
basics of how to react, because there may not be
an adult around to tell them what to do if a fire
happens.
Make sure children know their home address and
how to call 111 so they can raise the alarm.

The New Zealand Firewise website has games and
activities to learn fire safety:
http://getfirewise.org.nz/kids/index.html
From http://www.familyservices.govt.nz/my-family/everyday-family
-life/family-safety/fire-safety-and-prevention.html
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Immigration Updates
Take Note - From 2 July 2012 the visa application fees charged by Immigration New Zealand will increase. You can
view the new charges on www.immigration.govt.nz.
There are also new applications forms for work, visitor, student and some of the residence visas – we do not have
hard copies in the office yet, but you can download them from www.immigration.govt.nz/forms

Migrant Job Search Workshop
This workshop is free for migrants living in Southland to help them in their job search.
•
•
•
•
•

Methods for job searching in Southland – what you need to know and what you need to do
CVs and cover letters – what they are for and how to improve your own
Bring a spare copy of your CV – one that can be written on
Bring your questions!
Researching jobs, informational interviewing and building networks

11:00am – 1:00pm
Wednesday 18th July 2012
At Venture Southland,
143 Spey Street, Invercargill

or

3.00pm – 5:00pm
Wednesday 18th July 2012
At Community Connections
Centre, 1 Charlton Lane, Gore

Do you know anyone else who might be interested? Please invite them!
There is no cost but spaces are limited
Phone or email now to book your place—03 2111 803

eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz

Morning Tea Information Session
Friday, 20th July, At Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street. 10.30am – 12.30pm
•
•
•
•
•

Meet other local migrants
Bring a plate of food to share (optional)
Presentation on tenancy by Southland Community Law
Pick up immigration forms and meet with Settlement Support
Meet Anne Hanning, licensed immigration adviser
No cost - all welcome! We look forward to seeing you there
Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
03 211 1803
021 380 635
www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland Twitter.com/SouthlandNZ
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore &
Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

• Training for IELTS tests.

There will a charge for some of the classes.
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

July
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺ Srawan
☺ Erin
☺ Patrick
☺ Atul
☺ Timothy
☺ Dennis
☺ Corey
☺ Mire
☺ Christopher
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The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
Jethro
Tovia
Topper

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Kaiser
John
Arachelli
John Benedict
Natasha

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
When I read the newspaper I see that there
have been lots of fires recently in Invercargill.
We all need to make sure we do everything
we can to prevent fires happening.
Wherever you live in the world it is
important to be wise about fire and keep
safe. The Escape Maze opposite is from the
London Fire Brigade in England. I’m sure
you’ve seen them on television sometimes.

2

1

Ask your family about fire safety plans,
especially what to do if there is a fire and the
best ways to escape if there was a fire in
your home.
If you want to learn more about fire safety
there are some fun interactive games on the
internet. Ask your parents if you can play
them.

4
5

England: http://www.london-fire.gov.uk/
GamesAndActivities.asp
USA: http://www.firesafetyforkids.org/
NZ: http://getfirewise.org.nz/kids/index.html
Happy holidays.
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Violet ☺
http://www.london-fire.gov.uk/Documents/maze.pdf

Māori Language Week 2012 —23-29 July
Arohatia te Reo is the theme for Māori Language Week 2012,
23-29 July. Arohatia te Reo, means to cherish the language and this year it is
intended to encourage all people to demonstrate their love and regard for the
language. No matter who you are, where you come from, or what you do, we
encourage the whole nation to find a way to express how and in what ways they
use, honour, speak and thereby show their love for the language.
Below are some phrases for special occasions in Māori:


Love, wishes, get well
Ko te wawata kua ora ake koe
Hope you are feeling better
Ngā mihi nui
With best wishes
Haere pai atu, hoki pai mai
Have a wonderful trip



Weddings and Engagements
Ngā mihi rā mō ngā rā kei mua i te aroaro
All the best for the future



Sympathy
Me te aroha tino nui atu
With deepest sympathy
http://www.korero.maori.nz/news/mlw/ideas/specialoccasions.html
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

HIA & Management Services

Anne Hanning
Fully Licensed
Immigration Adviser
Mobile: 021 823 811
Email: ahanning@xtra.co.nz

For all your Immigration requirements, from
work, student, visitor to residency and any
problems with your applications or current
immigration status.
Call to arrange a confidential meeting with
reasonable fee rates to suit your individual
situation. Services available for the benefit of
Southland employers and overseas migrants.

