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Saturday 16 June 6.30pm
Holy Trinity Church Hall,
King Street, Windsor
Invercargill
Please bring a plate of food to share
Everyone Welcome
Members of Southland Multicultural Council—free
Non members—a gold coin donation

New Kiwis Website

Thank you to our
funders:

WWW.NEWKIWIS.CO.NZ – MUCH MORE THAN JUST A WEBSITE
Job seeking migrants can face a number of barriers whilst trying to find
employment in New Zealand. First and foremost are the challenges with obtaining
registration to practice in certain professions, lack of Kiwi work experience, limited
English communication skills, different cultural norms, lack of local networks,
labour market demands, job search skills etc.
The same barriers existed 10 years ago so has anything changed? Absolutely, today
there are support services available to help migrants across New Zealand overcome
those barriers. It is a known fact that employment is the first step to settlement
and Immigration New Zealand supports local Chambers of Commerce in three
centres to facilitate the employment and successful settlement of new migrants.
The Auckland Chamber of Commerce hosts the New Kiwis nationwide initiative on
behalf of the Department of Labour to help address the potential barriers to
successful employment outcomes. New Kiwis has historically been seen as a web
based recruitment service matching migrant skills with the needs of New Zealand
Employers but it is much more than this…
(continued on page 5.....)
Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery

From President Brian
Vicky Kuresa
talked about
Samoa

Below: The
Samoan group
Island Swagg
performed

Kia ora koutou katoa, Greetings to all
Firstly, thanks to all those who made our last pot-luck gathering
such a happy meeting, especially Mrs Vicky Kuresa and the group
Island Swagg, for their beautiful dancing and singing, and the
Taufalele family, as always a joy to listen to.
Another extremely successful event was the recent fund-raising
dinner held by the local Nepalese people. This fundraiser was for
the benefit of the Samata Schools in Nepal, and approximately
$6,000 was raised. Those who attended enjoyed a wonderful
evening of entertainment and food. Well done!
I have appreciated the opportunity given by the Southland Express
and the Southland Times to give a positive viewpoint on the
current state of migration in Southland. It is often perceived that
the media is more likely to take a negative approach, so this trend
is to be applauded. Thanks to the reporters concerned for their
honest assessment and fair representation.
Recently I have been spending some time in Dunedin, and have
been able to meet up with some of our ‘expatriate’ members now
living there. It is great to catch up with old friends and to see how
they are prospering.
In the next newsletter we will let you know who is on our
committee elected at our Annual General Meeting.
This
newsletter had to go to the printer before the AGM was held.
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an incorporated society and
is registered under the Charities Act 2005,
CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
The month of May seems to have gone by so quickly. One of the things May will be
remembered for is the arrival of the new telephone books which are very small with small
print.
The people who produce them are offering a free magnifier so phone them on
0800 803803 to get one if you are having difficulty reading the phone book.
One of our members, Keshav P. Khatiwada, who coordinated the very successful Nepal 2012 fundraising night and
owns Curry Guru Tay Street, finds that he has been left out of the new phone book. We’ve put an advert on the last
page with the phone number of Curry Guru Tay Street.
A I write this it is warmer than usual for this time of year. Remember to take extra care on the roads when the
frosts come, especially in areas of shade.

Violet Stewart

Ethnic Church
Choirs/Singing Groups

Volunteers wanted for
activities room

@ Kidzone
July 4-9 10.30am to 3.30pm

needed for

Rainbow Praise

Sunday November 6 at
First Church, Tay St, In’gill, 2pm to 3.30pm

at James Hargest Senior Campus, Layard Street

You can see photos of Rainbow Praise last year on our
website www.multinations.co.nz.

Kidzone is a children’s holiday programme which has
now become a yearly event. Southland Multicultural
Council has been asked to organise an activity room
again this year and we find our own volunteers for
this.

If you are interested in taking part this year or want more
information contact Violet at the Multicultural Southland
office, tel 214 9296.

Most of our volunteers will again this year be from
the International Students at James Hargest.
However, if you would like to also help please let
Violet know at the office as we will still need a few
more volunteers for the roster.
The activities this year will be:

•
•
•

showing children how to use chopsticks
making tapa cloth (imitation)
Chinese lantern (paper)

Volunteers teaching chopsticks need experience with
those, but the other crafts are very easy. It’s a great
way to meet people; lunch is provided for volunteers;
the room is always warm, and it’s rewarding seeing
the children so happy making and doing things.
If you would like to be part of the volunteer team
helping on some of the days, or you’d like to know
more please phone me at the office, 214 9296.
Thanks—Violet
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History of Matariki
Matariki has always been an important time in the
Māori calendar. In 2012 Matariki will be on 21 June.
Heralded by the rising of the star constellation known
as Matariki, the Māori New
Year signalled a time for
connecting with, and giving
thanks to the land, sea and
sky. It was a time for the
community to come together
to farewell those departed
and acknowledge the year
gone by. It was also a time to turn to the future,
welcoming the new generation to the world and
planning for the year ahead.
In addition Matariki was a time when people would
gather to share kai, rituals, entertainment, hospitality
and learnings.
While the pre-dawn rising of the star cluster Matariki
is referred to as 'Te Tau Hou', the New Year, for
many Māori the first new moon after the rise of
Matariki signalled the start of the New Year
celebrations, with the moon (Marama) being central to
activities of harvesting kai and the start for all things
new.
http://www.matarikifestival.org.nz/history/
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Nepal Night 2012

community to let Southlanders know the cultural
festival, tradition and the typical Nepalese food .

Nepali New Year was
celebrated in Southern
Institute of Technology,
Hansen Hall for the first
time together with
Southlanders on 6th
May, 2012. The evening
was an historic event as
it was not only for
getting together and
knowing tradition and
culture of Nepal but at
the same time for some
noble cause to raise
funds for the education Smriti Thapa
of deprived Nepali
children who are going to SAMATA SCHOOL in Nepal. This
was the first festival of its kind organized in Southland. An
estimate of 200 above visitors from all over Southland
and members of the Nepalese community enjoyed the
multicultural diversity of Nepal and New Zealand. The
place was full of red Nepalese flags and New Zealand
flags and atmosphere was very energetic by Nepali
melody. The Hansen Hall of SIT was very much festive,
Nepalese traditional food, handicrafts, scenic posters
from Nepal on display provided an atmosphere of just like
being in Nepal. The cultural program rocked the night,
especially when the local girl Invercargill resident from
Verdon College, Charlotte Rose Lee, and Sonya Khatiwada
from Nepal had a Nepali dance in Nepali
typical song.

Nepal was introduced by Sir Edmund Hillary in the very
early period but Nepal is not only the country of
Everest and Sherpas. It is a small country with more
than 102 ethnic group speaking over 92 languages.
Nepal is one of the richest countries in the world in
terms of bio-diversity due to its unique geographical
position and the latitudinal variation. The elevation of
the country ranges from 60 metres above sea level to
the highest point in the world, Mount Everest at
8,848m. Nepal is also the birth place of Lord Buddha.

The night was inaugurated by
Southland
Multicultural
Council
President
Brian
Bellett, by lighting the Panas
Nepali traditional light (Batti),
who emphasized the value of
New Zealander multicultural
society.
The Nepali Community is
small in Southland with some
Keshav P. Khatiwada & Brian
families working on dairy
Bellett lighting the Panas light
farms with some of them
having gained permanent
residency and citizenship, while there are others who are
on student visas and with some scholars and academic.
To organize such event from a tiny Himalayan country
with its few members, definitely was a big challenge. This
type of event has given the opportunity for the Nepali
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Nepal Night 2012, with the intention of celebrating
Nepali New Year 2069 and at the same time raising
funds for the education of the kids, got enormous
support from many individuals and organizations. The
event was jointly organized by Non Resident Nepalese
(NRN) and the Nepalese residing in Southland. The
organizing committee members were successful in
collecting a donation of around NZ$ 6,000 for SAMATA
School kids.
The program started with
welcome
speech
from
program co-coordinator and
ended with a thanksgiving
speech from Non Resident
Nepalese President Chakra
Bahadur Thapa.
I myself being a coordinator
for the event I would like to
thank you all; organizations
and individuals for joining
this evening and supporting
and contributing their time
or cash to make this event
Non Resident Nepalese President
successful.
Chakra Bahadur Thapa
Happy Nepali New year 2069!!!
Keshav P. Khatiwada,
Co-ordinator Nepal Night 2012
Special thanks to professional
photographer Andrew Bayne
of f stop Photographics who
kindly donated photos of
Nepal 2012

Andrew Bayne
26B Esk Street
Invercargill

For all things photographic
contact :

f stop Photographics

Ph 03 218 2584
fujiinvercargill@xtra.co.nz
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Information Sessions
Our information sessions held recently have been very successful; we’ve had information and presentations from a
variety of organisations and individuals, including IRD:
Inland Revenue conducts group presentations on all aspects of tax and for new migrants to the region informs on
how the New Zealand tax system works and what services are available to assist them. Inland Revenue presenters
make themselves available for any individual queries.
Contact Russell Taylor on 03 948 4018 or russell.taylor@ird.govt.nz for more information.

Careers Workshop
We had fantastic feedback from our career workshops held earlier this month - our next workshops will be held in
Invercargill & Gore on Wednesday, 18th July – if you would like to attend, put the date in your diary and email
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz to book your place! (Details of times will be in the July newsletter)

New Kiwis Website (see page 1 and below)
Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
03 211 1803
021 380 635
www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland Twitter.com/SouthlandNZ

New Kiwis Website

(continued from page 1.....)

Did you know that through www.newkiwis.co.nz and the supporting broader service behind the website you can
access:
•

A free online training course which helps you to discover what you need to prepare to find a job in New
Zealand. This includes the right attitude, the right official documents and accurate information about the
working environment. You will also need to be very clear about what your skills are and what you have to offer an
employer.

•

Information on where to find a licensed Immigration Advisor

•

Your rights as a Migrant employee – links and information

•

Information about regulatory bodies and how to obtain registration to practice

•

A Kiwi style CV template

•

Support in your preparation for interview

So visit www.newkiwis.co.nz today to register yourself as a job seeker and discover a wealth of information that will
benefit you as a migrant job seeker.

The Rainbow Quill

Southland Multicultural Council Inc

June 2012

5

Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.
Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds
• Home tutors
• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore &
Winton
• English for Employees - Invercargill, Gore & Winton
(for permanent residents /NZ citizens who are in employment)

• Training for IELTS tests.

There will a charge for some of the classes.
For more information please call Nalini Varghese
on 03-218 2736 / 029 771 0950 or
email southand@englishlanguage.org.nz

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

June
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺ Matthew
☺ Troy
☺ Shazna
☺ Yael
☺ Aayush
☺ Chris
☺ Warren
☺ Antony
☺ Georgiana
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The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.
Hashani
Ljubica
Azania

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Keith
Rhiddim
Londras
Laurizelle
Charles
Karl

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month. If anyone would like to have birthday
greetings in our newsletters please let Violet know at the
office, 214 9296
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PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
I wonder if you’ve been to New Zealand’s
first Children’s Art Museum & Gallery
which is right here in Invercargill. You can
visit it at The Bank Art Gallery, 21 The
Crescent. It was officially opened on May
17. I went along and took these photos of
some of the lovely art done by children.

2

Description of the photos:
1. Killashandra McIntosh, age 11 with her
art about bullying.
2. Aaron Miller, age 11, from Rimu School
pointing to his art.
3. Art from Nathan & Tane, Ruru School
4. “Christchurch Chaos” by Harmony, age
13, who used to live in Invercargill but
now lives in Christchurch.
5. Some of the art from children who
have come here from other countries.

1
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The display will be there for about a
month. Make sure you go and have a look.
I wish I could do art like that!
3

Violet ☺

Thailand/Refugees from Burma at Umpium Refugee Camp/UNHCR/R. Arnold 2008

About World Refugee Day
First marked in 2001, World Refugee Day is held every year on June 20. This year, the UNHCR theme is "1 refugee
without hope is too many."
Tens of thousands of people around the world take time to recognize and applaud the contribution of forcibly
displaced people throughout the world. The annual commemoration is marked by a variety of events in more than
100 countries, involving government officials, humanitarian aid workers, celebrities, civilians and the forcibly
displaced themselves.
This year also marks the 60th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on Refugees and 60 years of refugee
resettlement in New Zealand.
"On World Refugee Day, let us reaffirm the importance of solidarity and burden-sharing by the international
community. Refugees have been deprived of their homes, but they must not be deprived of their futures." From http://www.worldrefugeeday.org.nz/
The Rainbow Quill

Southland Multicultural Council Inc

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

We’ve been left out of the new phone book
Please make sure everyone who likes
good curry knows our phone number!
Curry Guru Tay
356 Tay St, Invercargill

Tel:217 8521

Curry Guru Tay

03 217 5121
Free Home Deliveries on orders over $30
(Otatara included)
Free Motel Deliveries on Orders over $20
Pay by Mobile EFTPOS/Credit Cards
Open 7 days from 12pm to 9pm
www.currygurutay.co.nz (under construction)

