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Thank you to our
funders:

* Samoan entertainment
Please bring a plate of food to share
Everyone Welcome
Members of Southland Multicultural Council—free
Non members—a gold coin donation

Annual General Meeting
Of Southland Multicultural Council Inc
The Annual General Meeting of
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
will be held Monday 28 May, 2012, at 7.00pm
in the meeting room, upstairs in the
Invercargill Public Library, 50 Dee Street, Invercargill
Guest Speaker: Minderjeet Nair
Minderjeet is from Malaysia, where she was a reporter with the New Strait
Times, the oldest English daily newspaper in Malaysia.
Minder and her husband Vishnu are recent arrivals in Invercargill.
There will a cup of tea/coffee after the meeting
All welcome
• Only financial members are entitled to stand for the committee
• Only financial members are entitled to vote at the AGM
• If you’re not sure if you’re paid up and a current member you can
phone the office.
Nomination forms available from the office of Southland Multicultural
Council, tel 214 9296, between 8.30am and 2.30pm.
We would appreciate completed nomination forms to the Southland
Multicultural Council office by 12 noon on Monday 28 May 2012.

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery
Eastern Southland Settling In Report was
launched in Gore on April 24, 2012

From President Brian
Kia ora te whanau,
Greetings to the Multicultural family of Southland
We had a very happy gathering for our last pot-luck meeting.
Thanks to XingDong for running a photo show from our recent noho
marae.
Several people also entertained with song, and a
competition resulted in our usual fabulous (!) prizes being won by
Jason, Losa and Poppy. It was good to see new faces there,
including some from Venezuela, Korea and South Africa. A useful
thing for us all to do is to bring along newcomers and introduce
them to new friends. Have you met someone recently who you
think would like to come to our meetings?

L to r: Brigid Ryan, Project Manager Settling in;
Mihaela Erdelyi, Migrant Support Coordinator;
Sally Clarkson, Ministry of Social Development

Now that we have Easter behind us we need to be preparing for the
icy blasts of winter. It is rather difficult to think along these lines at
the moment, given the exceptionally mild weather we have been
enjoying lately.
Nevertheless, I feel a timely warning is
appropriate – get ready for colder temperatures on the way.
Sri Lankan and Nepalese friends are enjoying their New Year
celebrations around this time. All good wishes to you and your
families, here and at home.

Migrant Support Coordinator, Mihaela Erdelyi
with the Eastern Southland Settling In Report

Our next major meeting is our Annual General Meeting, at which we
elect our executive and committee members.
A good
committee is made up of people with skills which complement each
other. Committee members need to commit to attending the
monthly meetings held 5.45pm second Monday of each month, and
also attend functions organised by the Multicultural Council. If you
would like more information about the duties and
responsibilities of a committee member please contact me or the
office.
Kind regards to all
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an
incorporated society and is registered under
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
It’s lovely to see the leaves changing to the oranges and golds of autumn, even though they
are a reminder that winter is coming. Although it might be cold it’s important to pull the
curtains open so the sun shines into a room. Also on a fine day open a window to help
ventilate the room. This will help stop the mould and moisture forming and be more healthy.
Coming up this month there are a number of opportunities: Support the Nepal fundraiser for a school in Nepal (see
below), get help with your job search and CV with a Career Workshop for Migrants (page 8), coffee mornings in
Gore and Invercargill (page 5), and on June 1 is the next free immigration seminar. Our next regular monthly
potluck dinner will be on May 19, another opportunity to share food and friendship. As Samoa has big celebrations
at the end of this month for their 50th anniversary of independence there will be Samoan entertainment at the
potluck this month. See you there!
Keep warm and well.

Violet Stewart

FREE IMMIGRATION SEMINAR
Friday 1 June 2012
The next free Immigration Seminar will be held at 10.30am—12.30pm on
1st June 2012 – at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill.
Presentation by Immigration New Zealand on temporary visas and residence visas, followed by a question and answer
session.
Organised by Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
03 211 1803
021 380 635
The Rainbow Quill
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A resource kit

Orthodox Easter
On 15th of April our family celebrated Orthodox Easter.
The
Orthodox
Christian date for
Easter Sunday, also
known as Pascha, is
often at a later date
than the Easter date
observed by many
western
churches.
Orthodox churches
The Mitlash family from Ukraine
base their Easter date
celebrating Orthodox Easter
on
the
Julian
calendar, which differs from the Gregorian calendar that
is used by many western countries.
The period before Easter, known as Lent, is also a time of
strict fasting. Many Orthodox Christians observe this
fasting ritual before celebrating Easter Sunday with a
feast, where meat and dairy products can be eaten again.
Another tradition observed in many Orthodox Christian
churches is the blessing of food baskets. The baskets are
usually
filled
with
bread, cheese, meat,
eggs, butter, salt, and
other types of food
used for celebrations.
These baskets are taken
to churches at midnight
to be blessed after a
long
Easter
mass.
Traditional greeting on
this day is “Jesus
resurrected” and the
answer to it “Truly
resurrected” followed
by kissing each other
three times on the
cheeks.

to
support new young ethnic
migrants was launched by
the
New
Zealand
Federation of Multicultural
Councils on 17 March 2012.
The kit was developed over
three years and is based on
information provided by
young migrants from around the country.
The resource covers a variety of topics, most of
which apply to adults as well as youth.
The Youth Council of NZ Federation of Multicultural
Councils created the kit with support from the
Ministry of Social Development.
The Resource Kit pdf is on our website
www.multinations.co.nz in the publications menu.
http://www.multinations.co.nz/files/20120426905471335387947-0.pdf

As there is no Orthodox
church nearby our family celebrated Easter at home with
two traditional Easter foods: Easter Bread (sweet bread
made with flour, eggs, butter and east) and painted
boiled eggs.
Olga Mitlash
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Events
9th May 2012 - Career Workshop for Migrants (more details page 8) – spaces left but booking essential; ring or email to
book your space. Gore 11.30am – 1.30pm or Invercargill 3.30pm – 5.30pm.
11th May 2012 – Morning tea information session in Gore 10am – 12noon – Guests include IRD (tax information),
Community Law Centre (information on minimum employment rights) and Anne Hanning (presentation on residency). No
cost, no need to book, just turn up – children welcome!
18th May 2012 - Morning tea information session in Invercargill 10am – 12noon – Guests include IRD (tax information),
Community Law Centre (information on minimum employment rights) and Anne Hanning (presentation on residency). No
cost, no need to book, just turn up – children welcome!
1st June 2012 – Immigration Seminar at Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street in Invercargill 10.30am – 12.30pm – presentation by Immigration New Zealand on temporary visas and residence visas, followed by a question and answer session.

Driving in
New Zealand
You need to meet a number of requirements to drive on New Zealand roads. Just like other drivers, you must have a
current driver licence; but you may also need an international driving permit or translation if your licence isn’t in English.
You’ll need to consider more permanent arrangements if you’re in New Zealand for more than 12 months.
Can you drive in New Zealand?
You can drive in New Zealand if you hold a driver licence from another country or an international driving permit and:
• your overseas licence is current and valid, and
• you've not received a disqualification or suspension in New Zealand, and
• you last entered New Zealand less than 12 months ago, and
your overseas licence is in English; if it's not, you must have an accurate translation (by an approved translator), and
• you've not been granted a New Zealand driver licence.
If your licence or international driving permit doesn't meet these requirements, you must apply for a New Zealand driver
licence to drive in New Zealand.
Here for a year or more?
If you'll be in New Zealand for more than a year, you need to gain a New Zealand driver licence. If your overseas licence is
still current or expired less than 12 months ago you can apply to convert it to a New Zealand licence
Please contact Settlement Support for a copy of NZTA Factsheets on Driving in NZ and Converting your overseas driver
licence to a New Zealand licence.
More information: http://www.nzta.govt.nz/licence/residents-visitors/driving-nz.html

Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
03 211 1803
021 380 635
www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland Twitter.com/SouthlandNZ
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
Tel/fax: 03-2182736

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre

email southland@englishlanguage.org.nz

Free English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds (conditions apply)

•
•
•

Home tutors
English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore,
Winton, Lumsden (phone 03 2182736 for
starting dates)
English for Employees (Invercargill, Gore &
Winton). (This is a specially designed
programme for people in employment)

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Joer
James
Miriam
Shuaib
Jovi
Borish
Adiba
Maria

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.
Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Joseph
Phillip

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Kenny
Alhea
Tauhida
Phil-Justin
Harold
Bryan

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month.
If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296

The Rainbow Quill

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language

May
Birthday Greetings
to:
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PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
I’ve always liked looking at trains and sometimes riding on them. In Zimbabwe, George’s father was a
stationmaster so when George was growing up he always lived in a house
near the railway station.
On Easter Saturday we stopped in the area near the Stead Street bridge
on the way to the airport and had a look at the train there, and then
walked along the path by the estuary until we decided we had gone far
enough.
The train is a replica of the
Lady Barkly which was a
steam engine designed to
work on wooden rails in Australia. It was New Zealand’s first
steam powered locomotive. The Lady Barkly was named after the wife of the Governor of Victoria in Australia. Imagine
having a train named after you! The train was imported from
Australia.
The first railway line built was
planned to go from Invercargill to
Winton but it only got as far as
Makarewa before there were
problems. They tried having wooden rails instead of iron, but there were so
many problems with wooden tracks.
Eventually, the wooden tracks were
replaced with iron. There are lots of pictures and history about the first trains in
Southland.
Next time your family is looking for something to do remember the Lady Barkly.

Violet ☺

Samoa 2012
2012 marks both the 50th anniversary of Samoa’s independence and the 50th
anniversary of the unique Treaty of Friendship between New Zealand and Samoa.
The whole year is a year of celebration with various events, with a concentration of
celebratory events over Queen’s Birthday weekend, from Thursday 31 May to
Tuesday 5 June.
Samoan Language Week is also celebrated
this year from May 27 to June 2.
There are over 130,000 Samoan New
Zealanders. The Samoan community is the
fourth largest ethnic community after NZ
Europeans (2,381,000), Māori (565,000), and Chinese (147,000). The Samoan
language is the third most commonly spoken language in New Zealand after English
and Māori.
Samoan Language Week is an opportunity to celebrate the Samoan language in New
Zealand, to recognise the language and culture of Samoan New Zealanders, to build
bridges between cultures and to ensure that the language continues to be used
widely in New Zealand in the future.
Statistics from http://www.hrc.co.nz/race-relations/samoan-language-week
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Are You a Migrant Looking for Work?
You are invited to attend a: Career

Workshop for Migrants

Facilitator—Mike Dooley, Career Consultant, Careers New Zealand, Dunedin
This workshop will help you:
 Understand what employers are looking for
 Identify your skills and how to discuss them with employers
 Develop job searching skills, including accessing the hidden job market
 Develop a targeted CV
 Prepare for interviews
To be held: 9th May 2012
Gore: 11.00am-1.00pm,
Invercargill: 3.30pm-5.30pm
There is no cost but spaces are limited so phone or email now to book your place
To book contact Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Southland Settlement Support Coordinator
03 2111 803 eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz

