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Photo Gallery of the Multicultural Food Festival 

held 17 March 2012 
 
 

 

Potluck Dinner 
 

Saturday 21 April 6.30pm 
Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
King Street, Windsor 
 
Mystery prizes, photos of marae visit 
and Food Festival 
 

Please bring a plate of food to share 
 

Everyone Welcome 
 

Chinese Lion Dance, part of the  
Opening ceremony 

Ashika Kumar 

Great  
Food 

Photos by Stanley Wooding 



 

If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something 
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a rec-
ipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you 
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as 
space permits.  Thanks.  Violet 

If you would like to talk to the police about anything you 
can phone me on 215 0311 or  
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400. 

Remember, if it is urgent dial 111 
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan 

  

Tax Credit for  
Donations 

 

 
 
 
Southland Multicultural 
Council Inc. is an  
incorporated society and is registered under 
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119. 
 
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a 
donations tax credit  from the Inland  
Revenue Department.  A GST receipt will 
be issued so you can claim the rebate. 
 

 
The purpose of Southland Multicultural 
Council is to promote and protect the  

interests of ethnic people in Southland 

 
 
 
 
 

   New to Eastern Southland? 
 

    Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.htm l 

Photo Gallery 
Race Relation Day Celebration, 
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From President Brian From President Brian From President Brian From President Brian     
    
 

Kia ora koutou, greetings everyone 
 

This has been a busy month for our Council, with a couple of major 

events now behind us.  The first of these was our ‘Noho Marae’, a 

sleepover at Murihiku which was enjoyed by a group of thirty one of 

us, following a powhiri attended by fifty four people.  (more details 

and photos on page 4) Our thanks to all those who made the effort to 

attend,  and to the Community Sector Taskforce for funding.  We were 

fortunate to be one of only four areas selected for a pilot  

programme, and were very pleased with the response. 

The second big happening was the Food Festival, celebrated by huge 

numbers this year, officially over two thousand, but closer to three 

thousand in my estimation.  The success of this operation was entirely 

reliant on the hard work and meticulous planning put in by Violet.  We 

are extremely fortunate to have her and her skills.  Thanks to the 

Southland Times for free advertising, and for the many lovely  

photographs published in the aftermath.  Thanks also to the  

international students from James Hargest and others  who helped 

with setting up the day before, and also those who helped during the 

Festival and clearing up at the end. 

The New Zealand Federation of Ethnic Councils, which is the national 

body we are affiliated to, has recently held a Youth Forum in  

Wellington.  Our representatives were Fiona and Sonya, who were 

unfortunately delayed by a cancelled flight, and finally returned to us, 

a couple of tired teenagers.  Thank you both for being the face of  

ethnic youth in Southland. 

So now, after all these excitements, it is back to business as usual.  

Our next event will be the normal monthly pot-luck gathering on April 

21, and I look forward  to seeing  you all there. 

 

 

Brian Bellett Crafts for those who wanted a break from football 

 

Argentinean  players with blue and white stripes. 
Other team seemed to be “the rest of the world” 



 

From the CoordinatorFrom the CoordinatorFrom the CoordinatorFrom the Coordinator    
    

Greetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyone    
 

I hope you  managed to get to the Multicultural Food Festival last month at James Hargest 

Senior Campus.  It was great that so many people supported it.  We will be looking at options 

to try and ensure it isn’t as crowded next year.  A big thank you to the International Students 

from James Hargest who helped us move tables and chairs and anything else the day before 

after school had finished.  Also a big thank you to the other volunteers who helped the day before and on the day to 

make it happen, and helped clear up afterwards.  Thank you also to the funders—Community Trust of Southland, 

Settlement Support, Human Rights Commission, and The Southland Times for sponsoring the advertising. 
 

I know that people from Gore came down for the Multicultural Food Festival so my husband George and I decided 

to go to Gore a few days later and support their Race Relations Day event.  They had some foods from different 

countries to sample which were interesting.  I had never tried food from Argentina before.  
 

Our next regular monthly  potluck dinner will be on April 21, another opportunity to share food and  

friendship.    
 

Violet Stewart 
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Invercargill Cenotaph - 
         A place of remembrance 

 

Why does the ANZAC service start at dawn on the 25 April? It was at dawn 25 April 

1915, when the guns opened the Gallipoli campaign in Turkey. The Australian and New 

Zealand Army Corps (ANZACS) fought their first battles as one unit. This has united the 

two countries, except when it comes to apples and sport! 

At dawn on every ANZAC morning (April 25), former and present service men and 

women, civic dignitaries, community groups and many members of the public meet 

around the Invercargill Cenotaph. They remember the sacrifice made in times of war in 

a service that has elements of a burial service; to help those whose loved ones were 

buried on foreign soil and had not attended their funeral. Wreathes are placed on the Cenotaph. 

The Invercargill Cenotaph is in the park on the corner of Dee Street and Gala Street. It was erected by public  

donations following a public meeting in December 1920. A target of £10 000 was achieved by May 1921. Coombs 

and White of Dunedin won a design competition and Wilson Brothers erected the monument at a cost of £8300 

(about $600 000 in today’s money) 

The cenotaph was unveiled on 11 November 1925 by the Governor General Sir Charles Fergusson to commemorate 

those who served and those who did not return from the First World War 1914-1918.  After the second Word War 

1939-45 there was a debate if another monument should be erected. However, it was decided to add names of 

those who also served and did not return from that war to the existing cenotaph, as has happened on many  

monuments in New Zealand. 

The Cenotaph has a special tablet commemorating Sgt Richard Travis VC. Sgt Travis  who was born in the Bay of 

Plenty, New Zealand. He enlisted in Invercargill in 1914 and died in action in 1918 so has been claimed as a  

Southland Victoria Cross war hero. 

Subsequently the conflict in Korea, Malaya, Borneo and South Vietnam have been also remembered on this  

memorial. 

George Stewart     

   

Source:  Watt J O P Centenary of Invercargill Municipality 1971-1971 Invercargill 1971 

      Photo:   Bruce Cavanagh  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Invercargill  
Urban Rejuvenation Project 
 

A new initiative is being born in South Invercargill. For 

about a month, a 

group representing a 

wide cross section of 

residents, organisa-

tions and local  

businesses has been 

meeting to discuss 

how to achieve the 

best possible future 

for the area. 
 

At the heart of the project will be the knowledge,  

passion and energy of South Invercargill people, and 

developing a plan that builds on local strengths and 

potential.  Projects will be chosen by residents in the 

areas they care about most and could range from 

physical/infrastructure project like housing renewal, 

to neighbourhood development projects that aim to 

build more community connectedness and support or 

projects that target other areas such as education, 

training, arts & culture or business.  It will be up to the 

community to identify, decide the priorities and help 

manage and implement the projects.   
 

The start-up steering group has been facilitated and 

supported by Invercargill City Council, in partnership 

with Venture Southland.  The Council is keen to  

nurture community-led revitalisation projects as part 

of achieving its goals for the district and is delighted 

with the proposed South Invercargill initiative. 
 

A public meeting (details below) is being organised for 

Sunday April 15 and the organisers say they want as 

many people as possible in South Invercargill to  

attend and be involved in coming up with the plan.  

With the support of the Community Trust of  

Southland and Venture Southland, the start up group 

has been able to bring internationally acclaimed  

community facilitator Peter Kenyon to Invercargill. As 

well as getting all your ideas and suggestions, the start

-up group is hoping to attract more people who would 

like to get involved with the  project an ongoing  basis. 

 

Visit to Murihiku Marae 24, 

25 February 

Friday 24 February our ‘Noho Marae’, 

a sleepover at Murihiku  was enjoyed 

by a group of thirty 

one of us, following 

a powhiri attended 

by fifty four people.   

 

 

 

D u r i n g  t h i s  

ceremony, a gift of 

a native tree, 

kindly donated by 

the Community 

Nursery of Otatara 

was presented to 

the Marae by each 

ethnic group present, fifteen in total.   

 

The following day, thirty five people attended to the 

iconic business of toheroa digging at Oreti Beach, and 

then returned to the Marae to clean, prepare and cook 

the shellfish for lunch.  

Some of our members 

cooked ethnic dishes for 

all to share and the  

occasion turned into a 

hakari (feast) enjoyed by 

tangata whenua (locals) 

and manuhiri (visitors) 

alike.   

Our thanks to all those who made the effort to attend,  

and to the Community Sector Taskforce for funding.  We 

were fortunate to be one of only four areas selected for a 

pilot programme, and were very pleased with the  

response. 

Brian Bellett 

Did anyone leave a jacket with a 

hood at the marae when visiting the  

weekend of Feb 24/25?  The label 

on the jacket is very bright yellow. The size on the label 

is ‘13’ and the brand on the label is ‘Xiaofeihu’.  

 

If this belongs to you, it can be collected from the  

Multicultural Council office tel 214 9296, 8.15am-2.30pm 

Public Meeting 
At:  St Andrews Community Centre, Elles Road  

(opposite Tramway Road) 

Date: Sunday 15 April,  1pm – 5pm 

Including:    Free crèche and afternoon tea 

All South Invercargill residents warmly invited to 

attend. 
 

For more information on the project or the event: 

Email:  livesouth9812@gmail.com 

Telephone:  Janette on 218 6688 

    Russell Square, Elles Road 
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Southland Settlement Support 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended our free Immigration Seminar on 1
st

 March.  The Seminar was well attended 

with 27 migrants representing 13 different Nationalities – we had a great question and answer session!  The next 

Seminar will be held on 1
st

 June starting at 10.30am.  Please register with me if you wish to attend. 
 

It was lovely to participate in the Multicultural Food Festival – a big thank you to Violet and the Multicultural  

Council team for hosting a fantastic event. 
 

Careers Workshop 

We’ve had many queries around job searching recently, so we are arranging a Careers Workshop in Invercargill  

and Gore on Wednesday May 9th.   

Gore  11.00am—1.00pm  venue to be confirmed 

Invercargill  3.30pm—5.30pm  Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill 
 

This workshop will help you to: 

• Understand what employers are looking for 

• Identify your skills and how to discuss them with employers 

• Develop job searching skills, including accessing the hidden job market 

• Develop a targeted CV 

• Prepare for interviews 
 

Please contact me to book a place—contact details below. 
 

Its survey time at Southland Settlement Support – everyone who pops in to see us is handed a paper survey with a 

freepost envelope – please complete and post if you can – every bit of feedback helps us to evaluate and develop 

our service.  If you would like to complete the survey online instead, the link is www.premiumresearch.co.nz/

Newcomersurvey. 

 And don’t forget, if you are on facebook, ‘like’ our page for regular updates on our service and more!  

www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland. 
 

 

Eirlys Beverley-Stone 

Settlement Support Co-ordinator,  

143 Spey Street, Invercargill  eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz   03 211 1803 021 380 635 

    Facebook.com/livinginsouthland Twitter.com/SouthlandNZ 

It’s always encouraging to see new businesses opening in the 
city. Last year one of our members, Mei Liao, opened a new  

business called  RachiBi.   
 

RachiBi clothing offers 
• Wholesale Price Clothing for all the family 

• Jeans 2 pairs for $30 

• Jumpers from $20 
 

 

RachiBi Clothing is at 253 Elles Rd, South City (beside KiwiBank) 

Phone 021 02316986 



 

Citizen's Advice Bureau                  
corner of Dee & Gala streets  

 

This agency has been set up to assist people with  
enquiries for services and for referral to other  

agencies.  
                       

 Specialist service include: 

Justice of the Peace clinic – Saturday 10am until 
noon.  (no appointment necessary) 

Consumer clinic - every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,    
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment  

Legal services - free legal service on Thursday 
night.  An appointment must be made. 

Telephone:   (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222                                

 Southland Community  
Law Centre 

 

5 Tay Street, Invercargill  
 

 

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800   
 

Services include: 

• providing legal information 

• advice and assistance 

• promoting legal education and law reform 

• and in some cases representing people in court. 
 

These services are usually provided free to eligibl e 
members of the public. Check with your local  
community law centre to see what services they 
offer.  

Membership of  
Southland Multicultural Council  

If you aren’t a member of Southland  
Multicultural Council and would like to be 
you can either phone Violet at the office for 
a form, come into the office and collect a 
form or download a form from our website 
www.multinations.co.nz.  On the website you will find the 
membership form under the heading of publications. 
 

Annual Membership is  $15 per family  

 

 

 

  Southland Centre 
       

184 Esk Street, Invercargill 
Tel/fax: 03-2182736  

email southland@englishlanguage.org.nz 
 

Free English language classes for people from  

non-English speaking backgrounds (conditions apply) 
 

• Home tutors 

• English Language Groups -Invercargill, Gore, 
Winton, Lumsden (phone 03 2182736 for  
starting dates)  

• English for Employees (Invercargill, Gore & 
Winton).  (This is a specially designed  

     programme for people in employment)   

Notice Board 

    

April 

Birthday Greetings  

to:   
  

 
 
 

☺ Francis  

☺ Ravnil  

☺ Anshu  

☺ Anu  

☺ Nischal  
 
 

 
Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a  
birthday this month.   
 
 

If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our  
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296 
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Learn English Learn English Learn English Learn English     
at SITat SITat SITat SIT    

        
ZZZZEROEROEROERO    FEESFEESFEESFEES    FORFORFORFOR    NNNNEWEWEWEW    ZZZZEALANDEALANDEALANDEALAND    CCCCITIZENSITIZENSITIZENSITIZENS    ANDANDANDAND        

PPPPERMANENTERMANENTERMANENTERMANENT    RRRRESIDENTSESIDENTSESIDENTSESIDENTS            

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents 

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country 

to improve their English language learning at no cost.        

Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist 

them through their study.  
                                                     

SIT offer?  SIT offer?  SIT offer?  SIT offer?  Full & part-time Intensive English language   

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.        
                                                                               

Beginning any MondayBeginning any MondayBeginning any MondayBeginning any Monday----Times are:                                               Times are:                                               Times are:                                               Times are:                                               

    Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and                   

 Fridays 9am-12pm.                                                                           

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or 

 email applications@sit.ac.nz  

 

☺ Geoffrey  

☺ Ivy  

☺ Sophia  

☺ Brandon  
 
 



 

 

The Rainbow Quill  Southland Multicultural Council Inc   April 2012  7

 
 
 

 

Hi Everyone 
 

Last month was the Multicultural Food Festival at James Hargest Senior Campus.  It was great to see 

children there with their families.  Below are just a few photos of what some children did at the Food 

Festival. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Violet  ☺ ☺ ☺ ☺     
        

 

Kids Korner  

Dear friends,  
 

Wishing you all a wonderful week full of peace, harmony, 
good health and pleasant surprises; I like to invite you all to 
participate more in the potluck from Southland Multicultural 
Council.  
 

My name is Angela originally from Colombia - South  
America. I decided to write to all of you this short paragraph 
because it would be lovely to see the monthly gatherings  
become more alive with more music, activities, more food, 
more entertainment, more participation and of course more 
people as part of the group.  
 

The gatherings are for all of us, to share our stories, to share 
our culture, to have more friendships, to learn from our own 
cultures. I am sure some of you would like to tell a story or 
two. So do not be shy, if we keep this monthly event with 
more participation, we will have so much fun. It is also about 
keeping it alive. We love to see more wonderful people  
helping, bringing more food, and become part of an exciting 
network of friends. 
 

Angela  

Photos by  
Stanley Wooding 



 

Please return to : 

Southland Multicultural Council  
Southland Community House 

46 Kelvin Street 
Invercargill 9810 

 

 

HIA & Management Services 

Anne HanningAnne Hanning  

Fully Licensed  

Immigration Adviser 

 

Mobile: 021 823 811       

Email: ahanning@xtra.co.nz 

For all your Immigration requirements, from 

work, student, visitor to residency and any  

problems with your applications or current  

immigration status.  

Call to arrange a confidential meeting with  

reasonable fee rates to suit your individual  

situation.  Services available for the benefit of 

Southland employers and overseas migrants. 


