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Thank you to our
funders:

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery

From President Brian
Dear Family and Friends,
As we come near to the end of the summer, I remind you all of the
excellent facilities we have in town provided by the Parks and
Reserves Department. As I write, I have just returned from
attending an afternoon showing of Shakespeare in the Park, and I
must admit was surprised and amazed to discover lovely sections
of Queens Park I had never seen before, and I have lived in
Invercargill all my life. Another amenity provided by the local
Council is Splash Palace, which I have been frequenting since my
retirement. This facility is not free, but is open all year round and
provides excellent enjoyment for the whole family.
By the time this newsletter comes out, our visit to Murihiku Marae
will be a thing of the past. At this stage numbers are looking very
promising and I am looking forward to the experience.

Tongan entertainment at February potluck

At our last pot-luck gathering, we were privileged to be
entertained by Losa and her family, newly arrived here from
Oamaru. Losa, who comes from Tonga, has been co-opted on to
our committee and will be invaluable to us, as she has represented
her local Multicultural Council at local and national levels in the
past. Dancing was a feature of the pot-luck, with prizes being
awarded to Esther, Antonia and John.
Remember there will be no pot-luck meeting in March – this will be
replaced by the annual Food Festival, our local celebration of Race
Relations Day. Those who have supported this in the past have
enjoyed a fantastic day of ethnic food and entertainment. I look
forward to seeing you all there.
Brian Bellett

Our stall at SIT Orientation Market Day

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/southland/gore.html
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an
incorporated society and is registered under
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Foremost in my mind at the moment is organising the Multicultural Food Festival on Saturday
March 17, so that everyone has a good time.
This year we’re also going to have a food stall selling a roast beef meal. If you’re new to New Zealand and have
never tasted roast beef before this will be your opportunity. Over the Christmas holidays I visited Christchurch and
went to the food court in the Westfield Shopping Mall. I was amazed at the number of Asian people I saw there
queuing to buy a plate of roast beef and vegetables. So that’s where I got the idea from.
The Multicultural Food Festival couldn’t happen without our funders for this event and we’re grateful to
Community Trust of Southland, Southland Settlement Support, Taku Manawa Murihiku and to The Southland Times
for advertising sponsorship. Once again the Chinese Lion Dance will be part of the opening ceremony and we’re
grateful to the local Chinese Association for participating in that.
Hope to see you there.

Violet Stewart
RACE RELATIONS DAY
CELEBRATION

Job Opportunities

Friday 23rd of
March 6pm
Hamilton Park,
East Gore

Assistant Herd Managers & Herd Manager (3)
We require 3 experienced Dairy farm workers to
start on or before 1 June 2012.

There will be several events taking place to celebrate
ethnic diversity within the Gore and District community.
Get a team together and register for the football
tournament or sample some amazing ethnic food.
There is also a chance to meet new people in the
community, find out about what is coming up and how
you can get involved.
For more information contact Mihaela at
Eastern Southland Newcomers Network 03 2088480
easternsouthland@newcomers.co.nz

This is a new 1100 stock, 70 bale Rotary shed
development in the Ranfurly/Maniototo
Must be committed to the dairy industry, honest
and reliable have good communication
And full clean driver’s licence is essential. Single
accommodation for Assistant Herd Managers.
To apply:
email your C.V. with recent references Essential.
“The Manager” ahanning@xtra.co.nz
by 10th March 2012

Race Relations Day
Each year 21 March is observed around the world as
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination. The United Nations selected 21 March
to symbolise the need to end racism. The date recalls
the tragic loss of life at Sharpeville in South Arica,
21 March 1960.
Aotearoa—A Fair Go for All—Rite tahi tātou katoa
The Rainbow Quill
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Volunteer South will soon be taking registrations
for people interested in volunteering.
Volunteering is a great way to connect to your
local community, make friends and learn more
about the area you live.

Happy
St Patrick’s Day
March 17
Giant’s Causeway, County Antrim, Ireland

Why is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated on March 17?
ONE REASON appears to be because St Patrick is
supposed to have died (many say there is little doubt
about it) on March 17 about the year 461 AD. But since
nobody actually knows in what year he died, it might
seem unlikely that anybody truly knows the day on
which he died.
Hundreds of years later in 1903 St Patrick’s Day became
a public holiday in Ireland when a bill was passed in the
Westminster parliament after it was instigated in the
House of Lords by the Earl of Dunraven. It seems we may
have to thank the Earl of Dunraven for creating a Legend
of a Day !

Celebrations & Parades in Ireland…
The entire world is Irish on St. Patrick’s Day but no one
does it quite like the Irish at home in Ireland. The
highlight of the festival is the Dublin city St. Patrick’s Day
parade. There was a time when the equivalent parade in
New York was considered to be the most spectacular in
the world. That is no longer the case. The parade in
Dublin has now taken its rightful place as being the most
spectacular and exciting of them all. It provides a
showcase not only for the most imaginative Irish talents
but also for increasingly more diverse international ones.
A truly carnival atmosphere provides a backdrop for days
of music, madness and magic, which include street
theatre, fireworks displays, pageants, exhibitions, music
and dance. Throughout the week, the Irish themselves
do what they do best: having a party, a celebration full
of warmth, fun and energy. And everyone is invited to
join in the celebration.
St. Patrick’s Day also provides a focal point for
celebrations in many other towns in Ireland. Among the
most significant of them are: Armagh, Belfast, Cork,
Downpatrick, Galway, Holywood (County Down),
Killarney, Limerick and Sligo. For the latest information
on the St. Patrick’s Festival in Dublin, check out the web
site: www.stpatricksfestival.ie
Mary Galway, Tourism Ireland, Private Bag 92136, Auckland
www.discoverireland.co.nz
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There are so many ways you can become involved
in volunteering.
• Perhaps there’s a particular skill you have that
you’d like to use.
• Maybe you have a personal interest in a
particular area.
• You may even want to try a training
programme offered by a local organisation
and develop new skills.
What you need to decide is what would suit you,
and what hours you’re prepared to give.
We’ll link you with an organisation that suits you
and one that is looking for what you’re offering.
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
If you’d like to know more about how
volunteering might work for you, call Volunteer
South on 214 9464 or call in and see us in
Southland Community House, 46 Kelvin Street,
Invercargill. Open Monday to Thursday 9 till 1pm.
Look out for our advertising starting at the end of
February.
Delia Riley Manager, Volunteer South

Invercargill Children’s Day Celebration

Sunday 4th March 2012
11.00am – 2.30pm

Southland Boys High School
Gymnasium & Field
181 Herbert Street, Invercargill
Bring along a picnic and enjoy a day of fun
activities for the whole family.
Crafts, games, face-painting, music, bikes,
bungy and lots more. ALL FREE !
For more information, contact:
Karen Ave, Children's Day Coordinator
Phone (03) 931 1066, Cell 027 713 6369
Email karen.ave@woosh.co.nz
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COMMUNITY WORKERS
I’d like to give a word of thanks to all those community co-ordinators and support
workers out there – I’ve met up with a few and they are doing a tremendous job out
in the community and are happy to link up with you if you need support,
information or advice. Their services are free and confidential and can include
family support and more – if you need the contact number for your local
co-ordinator, please contact me.
TEMPORARY VISAS AND YOUR CHILDREN
If you and your family are on work/temporary visas, please be aware that as soon as your children become nondependent, they will need to apply as a principle applicant for a visa of their own. The Immigration NZ Operational
Manual states that unless otherwise specified, the following people may not be included in a temporary entry class
visa application:
a. any child aged 20 and over (whether dependent or not), and
b. any child aged 19 and under who is not a dependent child.
The definition of ‘dependent child’ is as below:
a. For the purpose of lodging an application, and despite the definition in section 4 of the Immigration Act
2009, a child is dependent if:
i. they are under 18 years of age; and
• they are single; and
• (if included in an application for a visitor visa, limited visa or transit visa) they are totally or
substantially reliant on the principal applicant and/or the principal applicant's partner for
financial support, whether living with them or not; or
• (if applying for a temporary entry class visa under E4.5) they are totally or substantially
reliant on that student, work or military visa holder for financial support.
ii. they are aged 18 or 19 years; and
• they are single with no child(ren) of their own; and
• (if included in an application for a visitor visa, limited visa or transit visa), they are totally or
substantially reliant on the principal applicant and/or the principal applicant's partner for
financial support, whether living with them or not; or
• (if applying for a temporary entry class visa under E4.5) they are totally or substantially
reliant on that student, work or military visa holder for financial support.
b. An unmarried child under 18 years of age is presumed to be dependent unless there is evidence to the
contrary.
c. For children aged 18 or 19 years of age, evidence of actual dependence may be required.
The manual for Immigration NZ is available to read/download online at:
http://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/general/generalinformation/operationalmanual
Eirlys Beverley-Stone, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
www.facebook.com/livinginsouthland
Phone 03 211 1803 or Email eirlys@venturesouthland.co.nz
www.twitter.com/SouthlandNZ
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
Tel/fax: 03-2182736

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre

email southland@englishlanguage.org.nz

Free English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds (conditions apply)

•
•
•

Home tutors
English Language Groups -Invercargill
(restarting 10 Feb), Gore, Winton, Lumsden
(phone 03 2182736 for starting dates)
English for Employees (Invercargill, Gore &
Winton). (This is a specially designed
programme for people in employment)

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language

March
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Nicolai
Siddhanth
Cass
Krispell
Krish

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.
Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Jake

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Samuel
Melissa
Linus
Jan Marie

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a
birthday this month.
If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
As I wondered what to write about I looked out of my office window. It was
raining and I saw people carrying umbrellas. My umbrella always used to blow
inside out and break. When it happened twice in one day and I broke two
umbrellas a friend bought me a special umbrella. It is very cleverly made so it
doesn’t blow inside out, even when it is very windy.
Further down the street from my
office is the large statue of an
umbrella which has lots of surnames
of a blown inside out
in the paving stones below it. These Statue
umbrella at Pike Place Market,
are the surnames of all the people Seattle, Washington USA.
who were living in Invercargill at the
beginning of the new millennium.
If you know the alphabet
it is easy to find your
name if you were living
here at the beginning
The Umbrella, Don St, Invercargill
of 2000. The umbrella is also cleverly designed so that it is a sundial.
I hope you’re enjoying being back at school and learning lots of new
and interesting things.

Violet ☺

Changes to Road Rules
Two of the give way rules are changing at 5am on Sunday 25 March 2012
To make our roads safer, two of the give way rules are changing. These changes come into effect at 5am on
Sunday 25 March 2012. Until then the current give-way rules apply. These changes will affect all drivers, riders,
pedestrians and cyclists. Make sure you know the new rules so you’ll know what to do.

What give-way rules will be changing at 5am on 25 March 2012?
There are two give-way rules that will be changing.

Change 1: The left-turn versus right-turn rule
From 5am on 25 March 2012, this new rule will require all traffic turning right to give way to a vehicle coming from
the opposite direction and turning left. This applies at cross roads, T-intersections and driveways where both
vehicles are facing each other with no signs or signals, or the same signs or signals.

Change 2: At uncontrolled T-intersections (‘uncontrolled’ means when
there are no signs or signals to tell you what to do)
At an uncontrolled T-intersection, all traffic from a terminating road (bottom of the T) will have to give way to all
traffic on a continuing road (top of the T). This will bring it into line with T-intersections where there are Stop or Give
Way signs on the terminating road.
On the following website there are some very good diagrams showing and explaining the changes to the rules.
http://www.nzta.govt.nz/traffic/around-nz/road-user-rule.html
The Rainbow Quill
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

HIA & Management Services

Anne Hanning
Fully Licensed
Immigration Adviser
Mobile: 021 823 811
Email: ahanning@xtra.co.nz

For all your Immigration requirements, from
work, student, visitor to residency and any
problems with your applications or current
immigration status.
Call to arrange a confidential meeting with
reasonable fee rates to suit your individual
situation. Services available for the benefit of
Southland employers and overseas migrants.

