THE RAINBOW QUILL
The monthly newsletter of Southland Multicultural Council (formerly Southland Multi-Nations),
46 Kelvin Street Invercargill (03) 2149296 multinations@woosh.co.nz

December
2011
In this Issue

Southland Multicultural Council

Christmas Picnic
Sunday December 4
Anderson Park - Pavilion area

...

From 12 midday to 3.30pm
Christmas Picnic page
Photo Gallery
From the President
From the Coordinator
Rainbow Praise photos
Seasonal work
Holiday office hours
Lions International
111– Ambulance please
Settlement Support
Play in a Rock Band?
Noticeboard
Kids’ Korner
Farm quad bike safety
Visit to Murihiku Marae

1
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
7
7
8

The picnic and barbeque will be in the pavilion area which is a short walk across
the grass from the car park.

Bring a picnic lunch, or food to barbeque if you
prefer to do that.
You might also want to bring a rug or chair to sit on. The sun will be
shining (we hope!) so remember to bring sunhats &
sunscreen lotion!!

Fun for all ages!!! Everyone Welcome
Races; The Bubble Man; Games with prizes;
Raffle for Christmas Hamper*
Santa Claus will make a guest appearance & present gifts to
the children. (Parents—please help Santa
at this busy time of the year by bringing a
present of no more than $5 with the child’s
name on it to be gifted by Santa Claus)
*Christmas Hamper Raffle—Please bring a
food or drink item for the Christmas Hamper,
which is your entry ticket for the Christmas
Hamper Raffle.

Anderson Park,
91 McIvor Road
If the picnic has to be cancelled,
due to the weather it will be on
the local radio station Classic Hits
98.8FM before 10am. You can
also check by phoning the Radio
Network 218 7209 or if it is
cancelled it will be on our office
answering machine 214 9296.

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery—our float sponsored
by SIT, in the Santa Parade 19 November.

From President Brian
Kia ora te whanau, Greetings to all

Kia ora koutou katoa, Greetings to all
First of all I must thank the people who supported our float this year in
the annual Christmas Parade. It was good to see large numbers of
ethnic people in the crowds – maybe those people will join us next
year! As in the previous two years, the Southern Institute of
Technology generously sponsored our float, which makes it easier for
the little ones to last the course.
I am also grateful to Angela, for entertaining us at the last pot-luck,
which was also the last pot luck for the year. We learned much about
life in Colombia, and I would have to say that for us the best thing
about the Christchurch earthquakes was that Angela returned to live
in the South again. Welcome back!
Now we have only the Christmas picnic ahead of us before we all
take a break over the summer holiday period. The Christmas picnic,
with traditional races and a lolly scramble for the children, is of
long-standing in our calendar, having been an integral part of our
activities since the very beginning of our group, and I can recall many
happy occasions when we have taken this last opportunity to meet
before the end of the year.
Traditionally, Christmas in New Zealand is a time when families get
together. If you don’t have family members in this country, perhaps
you might like to invite others in a similar situation to join you this year
– create your own family! We are looking forward to all of our
children coming home this year, a joyful and noisy
celebration that only happens for us every second year.
I wish you all the compliments of the season. If you are on the roads
this year, drive carefully. If you are on the water, remember your
safety rules. Wherever you are, take care, be happy, and come back
to us refreshed for the New Year of 2012.
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/easternsouthland
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an
incorporated society and is registered under
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit
from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Last month I thanked our funders (Community Trust of Southland, United Way, Invercargill City
Council and COGS) and this month I can add Lottery Grants and ILT Foundation to the list of
funders we’re grateful to. You’ll see photos on page 2 of our float in the Santa Parade. Once
again, we’re very grateful to SIT for sponsoring our float.
Rainbow Praise was very successful again this year, with people enjoying themselves and joining in spontaneously.
A special thanks to the ladies from First Church who served the afternoon tea and washed all the dishes afterwards.
Also thanks to our photographer Spring Thomas from USA who spent the whole time taking lovely photos. Some of
Spring’s photos are below.
Coming up on Sunday December 4 we have the Christmas picnic at Anderson Park which is always fun. It has
shelter there in the pavilion area which is useful in case it rains, or the sun gets too hot!
Peace and blessings this Christmas

Violet Stewart

Rainbow
Praise

Thanks to all those who participated in Rainbow Praise at First Church, Invercargill
last month and all those who helped as volunteers and all those who came along
to make it a happy occasion.
Photos of the choirs/singing groups in the order they performed (Photos by Spring Thomas)

Sunday November 7, 2.00pm

Tongan Church & Community

The Zimbabwean Singers

Liberty Christian Fellowship—Filipino

ork?
for w
g
n
i
Look

van Eeden Tulips

Seasonal work
from beginning January 2012
to mid February 2012.
Production line work and machinery
operating in a commercial tulip bulb
business.
Phone or text Mike on 027 6004612

The Rainbow Quill

The Kenyan Singers

Samoan Methodist Church

Cook Island Group—St Andrews

Office Closure for
Christmas Holidays
The Southland Multicultural Council
office will close at 2.30pm on Thursday 23 December
and reopen for two days on January 9 & 10. It will
then be closed from January 11th and reopen on
Wednesday January 18th.
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Do you want to be able to meet people
from all walks of life? Do you want to have
good fellowship? Do you want to be able to
help the community? Have you thought
about joining Lions Club International?
Here in Invercargill we have 7 clubs, all
meeting on different nights of the week. The clubs are
always looking for new members. The clubs cover a wide
range of projects from delivering Meals on Wheels to
providing equipment for the Southland Hospice.
If you are interested in attending a Lions’ Club and would
like to see what it’s all about, please contact me (details
below). We’d love to see you there!
Graeme Wilson
Phone 03 2172754
Chairman
Email chanel.graeme@xtra.co.nz
Invercargill Lions Clubs

‘111—Ambulance please’
in 42 languages
The ambulance service—a critical life-line utility– is now
able to offer a more
targeted and efficient
service to people who
don’t speak English.
Staff based in the three
ambulance call centres
around the country now
have access to the
telephone interpretation service, Language Line, run by
the Office of Ethnic Affairs. It means they can now
ensure, more accurately, the details of the help that’s
required by the person who has made the emergency
phone call.
Good communication in these circumstances can not only
make a life or death difference, but also result in a more
efficient use of ambulances. Language Line provides an
interpreter and offers 42 different languages, making such
communication much easier.
People who speak little or no English and who wish to get
an ambulance should call 111 and when the operator
answers request the ambulance service. When they get
through to the ambulance they should say ‘Language Line’
followed by the name of the language they want, for
example, ‘Language Line Mandarin’ or ‘Language Line
Samoan’.
http://www.ethnicaffairs.govt.nz

Maori Proverb
E kore te patiki e hoki ki tona puehu
The flounder (fish) does not return to his dust
Do not make the same mistake twice.
From http://www.maori.cl/Proverbs.htm
Clip art from http://whakaahua.maori.org.nz/kowhaiwhai/borders2.htm
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Buying your First NZ Home
Buying your own home is a big decision. It’s a
commitment you may
want to delay until
you’re feeling settled in.
There
are
many
different
types
of
housing
in
New
Zealand, ranging from
rural ‘lifestyle blocks’ to
villas
to
modern
suburban homes and
apartments. In and
around Invercargill you’ll
find a varied selection of
property that will suit
most lifestyles and
budgets.
Prices for homes in New Zealand are equally varied.
A lot depends on where they are located – homes in
Auckland, for example, are generally more
expensive than homes in Invercargill. In general,
house prices in smaller cities and towns tend to be
less expensive. Costs also vary within
neighbourhoods and it is important to find out as
much as possible about an area before you buy.
Take time to look around and become familiar with
the market. Buying a home is an important decision
and should not be taken lightly. For most Kiwis their
family home is their largest purchase and their
largest single investment - the benefits of buying
well, and the potential dangers of a poor choice, can
be substantial.
Because of the level of potential risk most home
buyers will engage the services of a professional
agent, however this is not a legal requirement. As a
real estate professional here in Invercargill I can
assist immigrants with information such as where to
look for their dream property, where and how to
borrow money, building inspections, property rating
and valuation information and the legal requirements
associated with purchasing a property here in New
Zealand – all FREE of charge. And once you feel
you really understand the local market and are sure
you have found what you want, buying a home can
be completed within three or four weeks.
It is a big step so always seek the advice of a real
estate professional. I can help of course but feel free
to seek a recommendation from a friend or
acquaintance as it is important that you feel
comfortable with the person you are working with.
Next month, a new year, a new challenge ......
Dave Price migrated from the UK in 2005 and is now a Sales
consultant at Southernwide City/Lifestyle Real Estate. For all
your real estate requirements, contact Dave on 03 218 2755
or FREE on 0800 PRICEY.
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Tis the season to be cheerful and generous especially for the children
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christmas in Southland is a time to wrap up those neglected and unused toys and drop them off at the local
Community Workers office or at any Salvation Army office.
Traditionally we have a pinus radiata pine as our Christmas tree – stuck in a bucket of water to keep it alive and
providing the lovely fresh pine smell. Schools and local Lions Club sell them.
Decorating the outside and inside with lights and homemade decorations – You might like to look at the houses in
Gimblett Street after dark one night. All the houses in the street are decorated with Christmas lights.
Attending the Mass or church services on Christmas Eve or on Christmas Day
Getting together with family or friends to overeat, play games, dance and spend time with those special people in
your life.
Relishing the excitement of children and adults opening the presents.
And wonderful memories of the year gone by and the expectation of what the New Year will bring …….

Be Safe this Summer
Be careful around water – lakes, rivers, sea – wear lifejackets and have swimming lessons
Sun Protection - Skin Cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in New Zealand. Melanoma is the most serious
type, and our rates are amongst the highest in the world. Skin cancer is largely preventable. Over 90% of all skin
cancer cases are attributed to excess sun exposure.
We encourage all New Zealanders to be SunSmart. What this means is between
September and March, especially between the hours of 11am-4pm when
UV radiation levels are very high you need to ensure that you wear sun protective
clothing, cover your arms – apply SPF30+ sunscreen every time you are outside and
then every two hours. Covering your face, head, neck and ears with a hat, seeking
shade where possible and using sunglasses is critical to protect your eyes from those
harm damaging UV rays.
This will be my last newsletter to you all, after 5 years at setting up the Settlement Support project its time for someone
else to take over. I will take with me warm memories of you all.
Sue Morrison-Bailey, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 03 2111803
143 Spey Street, Invercargill, funded by Department of Labour, sue@venturesouthland.co.nz

LET’S PLAY ROCK’N ROLL
ROLL IN 2012
I would really like to form a rock band with other
immigrants in Invercargill.
So all parts for a new rock band are wanted now!
Lead Guitarist, Rhythm Guitarist, Bassist, Drummer,
Organist and Singer
Beginners with passion for playing music are all welcomed!
If you’re interested , please don’t hesitate to contact me.
James Hong
Email: james4301@gmail.com Work Phone: 211 1807
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
Tel/fax: 03-2182736

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

email southland@englishlanguage.org.nz

Free English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds (conditions apply)

•
•
•

Southland Community
Law Centre

Home tutors
Social English Groups (Invercargill, Gore &
Winton)
English for Employees (Invercargill & Gore),
also starting in Winton 4 October. (This is a
specially designed programme for people in
employment)

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800

Learn English
at SIT

Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local
community law centre to see what services they
offer.

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents
of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country
to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language

December
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Lucas
Shreesti
Miguel
Chris
Deepak
Angel
Kevin

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.
Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Johnal
Jotham
Rishav
Marcus
Manuel
John
Mary

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a birthday this
month. If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296
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For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family

Southland Multicultural Council Inc

December 2011

Kids Korner
Christmas is the time of the year when I like to make angels and stars and all sorts of
decorations. I thought you might like to make your own Christmas scene this year.

If you need help with what to do there are instructions on the website below. You can also print it off from that website.

Violet ☺

The Rainbow Quill

http://www.lucypaintbox.org.uk/PDF/Smile-Colour-And-Cut-Out-Nativity-One-Page.pdf
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Visit to Murihiku Marae
408 Tramway Rd, Invercargill
This will take place towards the end of February
Date & more details in the February newsletter
Powhiri (welcome)

Friday evening

Noho Marae

opportunity to sleep over in the Whare Nui (meeting house)

Bus trip

a bus trip is being planned to visit historical sites of the tangata
whenua (local Maori) with an explanation of the background of each place.

