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Please bring a plate of food to share
Everyone Welcome
Members free; Non members—a gold coin donation

Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery
October potluck

From President Brian
Kia ora te whanau, Greetings to all
Here we are into November already and 2011 is beginning to draw to an
end.
Now is the time when students and teachers enter a
potentially stressful period of time, as examinations suddenly
become a reality. It is also a time when the hard work of the past year
comes into its own, so I hope you are all reaping the benefits of having
studied well, and will soon be enjoying the rewards of good marks and
passes.

Gina & Gelu Balan
from Romania provided
entertainment

Recently I visited Anderson Park to see the Spring Exhibition in the Art
Gallery there, and was impressed by the number of people
enjoying a beautiful spring day in the gardens and play area. For the
past few years, the Multicultural Council has used this park for our
annual Christmas picnic, which is always a happy day for
children and families. It will be good to see you all there again this year.
Thanks to a most interesting and vibrant presentation by Gina, Gelu and
Robert, we enjoyed learning about Romania at our last pot-luck
gathering.
Unfortunately we have lost many of our original
Romanian people who came to this area about eight years ago, as they
have moved on to other parts of the country to follow career interests.
However, we are grateful to have kept some of them still here,
particularly the Balan family who have always provided a solid base for
newcomers and been most supportive in many ways.
Labour Weekend has been a welcome break for many of us, and the
excitement of the Rugby World Cup has added an extra degree of
pleasure. In our family we have also enjoyed the wedding of our
youngest daughter, a wonderful opportunity to meet up with family
members who are scattered about the country. While in the North
Island, I had the chance to lunch with Pancha Narayanan, known to
many of us as a popular past-president of our national group, and with
Bala Papaiah and his wife Parvati, visiting from Malaysia, who will also
be familiar to many of our members.
I hope to see you all at Rainbow Praise and our next pot-luck, which will
be the last for the year, followed by the Christmas Parade and picnic.

Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/easternsouthland
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an
incorporated society and is registered under
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
When I put a notices about a Santa Parade and Christmas Picnic in the newsletter it seems like
Christmas isn’t that far away. It’s a time for giving and receiving gifts, so it’s appropriate in this
newsletter to thank all our funders who have given us grants and donations in these last few
months. They are: Community Trust of Southland, United Way, Invercargill City Council, COGS,
and there are still another two grants we anticipate will come before the end of the year, and I’ll
thank them in December newsletter. A big thank you to SIT for printing our newsletter each month and to Venture
Southland for printing our publicity card. Also a big thank you to SIT for sponsoring the float, which looks like a little
house, for the Santa Parade. It makes it so much easier for young children and those less fit to be able to take part in
the Santa Parade. The Christmas picnic is a week earlier this year so you might like to mark that on your calendar.
Hope I’ll be able to meet up with you at some of the events we have over these next few weeks.

Violet Stewart

Southland Santa Parade
Saturday 19 November, 2.00pm
(alternative date if postponed due to weather is Nov 20)

Southland Multicultural Council will take part in the Santa
Parade again this year. We need people, both adults and children, to dress in the
costume of their country and take part in the parade. Even if you don’t have a costume
you can still take part. If you’re not wearing a costume please dress smart casual.
Phone Violet at the office (214 9296) for more information. We would like to know if
you plan to take part, especially if you want to ride on the float. Floats leave from Gala
Street and you need to be there by 1.45pm.

Southland Multicultural Council

Christmas Picnic - Sunday December 4
Anderson Park - Pavilion area
From 12 midday to 3.30pm
The picnic and barbeque will be in the pavilion area which is a short walk
across the grass from the car park.

Bring a picnic lunch, or food to barbeque if you
prefer to do that.
You might also want to bring a rug or chair to sit on. The sun
will be shining (we hope!) so remember to bring sunhats &
sunscreen lotion!!

Fun for all ages!!! Everyone Welcome
Races; The Bubble Man; Games with prizes;
Raffle for Christmas Hamper*
Santa Claus will make a guest appearance & present gifts to the children. (Parents—
please help Santa at this busy time of the year by bringing a present of no more than $5 with the child’s name
on it to be gifted by Santa Claus)
*Christmas Hamper Raffle—Please bring a food or drink item for the Christmas Hamper, which is your entry
ticket for the Christmas Hamper Raffle.
If you live in the Invercargill area and need transport to the picnic phone Violet at the office, 214 9296, and
we might be able to organise a ride for you.
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Are you ready for
election day?
Don’t want to let someone else make the decisions for you?
Then vote – if you don’t, you’re giving up your voice in New
Zealand’s decision-making.
This year’s general election is just around the corner, but it’s
not too late to get the information you need to have your say
on election day.
On Saturday November 26, you get to have your say not only
on who runs the country but also the system we use to
choose them.
There’s a Referendum taking place at the same time as the
2011 General Election. The Referendum gives you the
chance to have your say on the voting system you’d like to
use to elect our Parliaments in the future.
You can find out more about the Referendum, the questions
and the options from www.referendum.org.nz.
But to have your say you must be enrolled to vote. Enrolment
closes on November 25 – you can’t enrol on election day.
Getting enrolled is easy. Free text your name and address to
3676 or call 0800 36 76 56 and a form will be sent to you.
Visit www.elections.org.nz to enrol or update your details
online, or pick up a form at your local PostShop.
The law requires you to enrol if you:

•
•
•
•

are 18 years or older, and
have lived in New Zealand for more than one year
continuously at some time in your life,
are a New Zealand citizen and have been in New
Zealand within the last three years, or
are a permanent resident of New Zealand* and
have been in New Zealand in the last 12 months.
* Cook Island Maori, Niueans and Tokelauans can
enrol once they have lived in New Zealand
continuously for 12 months. They do not require
permanent residency to be eligible to enrol and
vote.

Got questions? Visit www.elections.org.nz , call 0800 36 76
56, or ask Orange Guy on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
ivotenz.

Maori Proverb
Tangata ako ana i te whare, te turanga ki te marae,
tau ana
A person who is taught at home, will stand collected
on the Marae (meeting house grounds)
A child who is given proper values at home and cherished
within his family, will not only behave well amongst the
family but also within society and throughout his life
From http://www.maori.cl/Proverbs.htm
Clip art from http://whakaahua.maori.org.nz/kowhaiwhai/borders2.htm
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Buying
Property in
New Zealand
Buying a property in
New Zealand is reasonably straight forward but,
after making that decision to buy, don’t rush in. Give
yourself plenty of time to learn about the area and
the local market. Another consideration will be
money. If you need a mortgage, contact your bank
to find out what you can borrow and this will go
some way into helping guide you as to what area
you can buy in and at what price level.
So, now you’ve got a pre-approved mortgage and
have done some homework on areas that you’d like
to live, you can go shopping for that dream property.
The internet is a good starting point and, for those
properties that really interest you, check them out
through an Open Home. Anyone is welcome to look
around an "open home" without making an
appointment first. Visiting open homes is a great
way to learn about the property market in your area.
Another way to see a lot of properties of interest is
to go on a tour with a real estate professional – and,
of course, I can help here....!!!
When you find a house that you like and have
negotiated a price that you and the owner are
agreeable to it is time to ensure that your investment
is a good one. A good solicitor will assist but, in
short, it is advisable to get the property checked out
by a registered property inspector who’ll ensure that
there are no hidden nastys. It is also advisable to
check out the property file at the council – or obtain
a LIM for a more detailed report. Again, this will
ensure that the property has all of it consents and
permits in place and that you are not buying
someone else’s problem.
If you can tick all of the boxes that will ensure that
the property you are buying is a good investment,
take a bow as you’ve just bought your first home
here in New Zealand.
Sounds easy, too easy maybe? Well, in reality it is,
but the guidance of someone in the know is always
a welcome plus. For anyone new to New Zealand
looking to take that leap of faith in the property
market, feel free to contact me anytime. My services
to you are FREE and, as I was new here too once, I
know exactly what you’re going through............
Next month, I’ll be answering your questions about
home ownership here in New Zealand.
Dave Price migrated from the UK in 2005 and is now a
Sales consultant at Southernwide City/Lifestyle Real
Estate. For all your real estate requirements, contact
Dave on 03 218 2755 or FREE on 0800 PRICEY.
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Fingerprint Clinic – NZ Police in Don Street on a Tuesday or Wednesday 1.30pm – 3.00pm
You need to bring photographic identification with you – Passport/Drivers Licence
New Forms are now in stock at Settlement Support or at the Police Station if you are required to provide finger and
palm prints.
Because fingerprints are unique and permanent, they make an ideal way to identify individual people. The
identification of individuals involves the comparison of one fingerprint, from an unknown source and comparing it to a
fingerprint from a known source. The characteristics are compared until a sufficient number are in agreement for the
analyst to be satisfied that they are from the same source.
Pattern types and characteristics
All fingerprints can be classified into three distinct patterns:

Uniqueness: Each fingerprint is unique, no two people have the same fingerprints. Each person's fingerprints
differ from finger to finger. For example your right thumb will have a different characteristic orientation, position and
relationship to the right forefinger.
Permanence: Fingerprints are unchanging from 3 months foetal life until decomposition. Scars are the only exception
to this rule, these then become permanent themselves.

Events coming up:
Thursday 3rd November – Lumsden Memorial Hall Migrants Information Evening 7.00pm
This evening’s focus will be on Drivers licenses and Employment Contracts with Southland Community Law Centre
and Automobile Association as guest speakers.
Thursday 24th November – Community Connections - Settlement Support Clinic in Gore 10.00am – 3.00pm
This is an opportunity to come and talk about any issues that you could be having – employment, visas, childcare,
accommodation etc
Thursday 1st December - Immigration Seminar at Venture Southland 10.30am to 12.30pm (see advert page 8)
Saturday 26
November

General Election Day for NZ Residents and Citizens
Polling places open from 9.00am to 7.00pm. You will be asked 2 questions as part of the
REFERENDUM (www.referendum.org.nz).
1st – asks whether you want to keep Mixed member Proportional (MMP, which is the voting system
we use at the moment) or whether you want to change to another voting system.
2nd – Which of the following four other voting systems you would choose if NZ decides to change
from MMP?
On the website mentioned above the toolbox asks questions which help you to define which
alternate voting system would be best for you. Try it out.

Sue Morrison-Bailey, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 03 2111803
143 Spey Street, Invercargill, funded by Department of Labour, sue@venturesouthland.co.nz

Tour of the Library

Family News

Would anyone like to go on a tour of the library
and be shown all the services which are
available? If you are interested, please let Violet
know at the office (2149296) and we’ll arrange a time for
those interested to go on a tour.
The Rainbow Quill

 Our thoughts are with our members who are
recovering from illness and operations.
 Congratulations to all those celebrating
special occasions.
If you have any news you would like to go in our monthly
newsletter please let Violet know at the office, either by
phone or email.
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
Tel/fax: 03-2182736

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

email southland@englishlanguage.org.nz

Free English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds (conditions apply)

•
•
•

Southland Community
Law Centre

Home tutors
Social English Groups (Invercargill, Gore &
Winton)
English for Employees (Invercargill & Gore),
also starting in Winton 4 October. (This is a
specially designed programme for people in
employment)

5 Tay Street, Invercargill
(just along from WINZ)

Learn English
at SIT

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800
Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information

ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND

advice and assistance

PERMANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents

and in some cases representing people in court.

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local community law centre to see what services they offer.

to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language

November
Birthday Greetings
to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Bryan
Ankita
Belinda
Robert
Gabriel
Mich

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time IELTS program.
Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-4pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Purvin
Parkirti
Tinashe
Lyra
Kamishka
Charles

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a birthday this
month. If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296
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For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8826 or
email applications@sit.ac.nz

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
I wonder if you went to the Fonterra birthday
party at Anderson Park on Labour Day holiday.
Among the thousands of people who went I saw
two of our members there, and I’m sure there
were lots more.
I had a special reason for wanting to go
to the birthday party. Fonterra has a
huge dairy factory at Edendale. They have
owned that factory for 10 years and that’s
why they decided to celebrate and invite
everyone to celebrate with them.
I lived at Edendale for 10 years until I was 10
years old. My parents owned a dairy farm at
Queues for a sausage! Queues were
Edendale. When I was little one of my so well organised—lots of people but
favourite things to do was ride in the truck not long to wait
Games area
with Dad when he took the milk to the
dairy factory. The milk used to be taken to the factory in milk cans on the back of the truck. Then Dad
was one of the first farmers to get a big tank on the back of his truck and all the milk went into that and
he drove it to the factory.
There have been lots of changes since then. The dairy factory
is much bigger and you see Fonterra tankers driving to farms
to collect the milk to take it to the factory.
Next time to go to the supermarket and see all the bottles of
milk there think about the journey the milk has from the cow all
the way to the bottle in the supermarket.

Violet ☺

On stage entertainment and the big screen to
watch the All Blacks parade in Auckland

From Romania vs Scotland Rugby World Cup 2011
Robert Balan in Romanian national costume
presenting a kiwi to the Romanian team.
The kiwi sang the haka!

The Rainbow Quill
7

Robert and a friend, Octavian supporting the
Romanian RWC 2011 team.
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Next free
Southland Immigration Seminar
Thursday 1st December 2011, 10.30am – 12.30am
Work, Visitor and Residency information
After the information session there will be an
opportunity for you to speak individually with an immigration official if you would like to.
Venue: Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street, Invercargill
If you plan to attend please let Sue know at Southland Settlement Support , 03 2111803

