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Please bring a plate of food to share
Demonstration and history of the Salsa dance
Everyone Welcome
Members of Southland Multicultural Council—free
Non members—a gold coin donation

Kidzone held July 2011

—a corner of our activity room. Thanks to
funding from ILT Foundation we now have our own t-shirts, (royal blue) for our volunteers to wear.

Polyfest
•
•
•
•
Thanks to the
International school at SIT for
printing this publication

5-21 August Polyfest Art Exhibition, Community Gallery, Southland Museum and Art Gallery
11-12 August Polyfest Literary Festival, Invercargill Public Library
18-19 August Polyfest Cultural Festival, Civic Theatre. Thursday 18 August 9am -2.30pm
and 7-pm , Friday 19 August 9am –2.30pm. Entry-GOLD COIN donation
20 August Polyfest Food and Craft Market, Pacific Island Advisory and Cultural Trust,
Bowmont St, Invercargill 9am- 1pm
DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

Photo Gallery—Winton Library
celebrates the new collection of Tagalog books
from the Philippines

From President Brian
Greetings to the Multicultural family
We had an enjoyable night at the last pot-luck meeting. Numbers
were not large, but the food and friendship shared, as always, was the
very best. Louise, Angela and Jorge were lucky prizewinners, and we
enjoyed a talk from Jorge on life in Chile.
As in previous years, Violet, ably assisted by her husband George, has
organized an excellent showcase for us at the annual Kidzone
Festival. My thanks to her team of volunteers for their hard work and
commitment. This activity does much to raise the profile of the
Multicultural Council in the area, as there is such a wide and
different range of people coming through in huge numbers.
Coming up soon we have a weekend of activities at Murihiku Marae,
beginning with a powhiri (welcome) on Friday evening, 26th August.
This will be followed by a Noho Marae, an opportunity for those who
wish to sleep over in the Whare Nui (meeting house) on Friday and
Saturday night.. Still at the planning stage is a bus trip on the
Saturday. This will be to historical sites of the tangata whenua (local
Maori), with an explanation of the background of each place. Meals
will be provided throughout the weekend. This is a unique chance to
meet and engage with local Maori on their own territory, to learn from
them more about this place where we have chosen to live. We are
one of only four regions throughout the country who have been
selected for this programme, and it would be a great encouragement
to our Council if you could take part in at least some of it, if not all.
Family groups are welcome. Other activities are possibly to be
included, so contact myself or Cyril or Ailene at the Marae on
216 9074 a little closer to the date if you would like to learn more.
As I write, we are experiencing hail, sleet and snow flurries, along with
very cold temperatures. Extra effort has to be made to keep warm
during these times, and it is very pleasant to be cosy and snug inside
just now.
I look forward to seeing you all soon.

Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://www.newcomers.co.nz/easternsouthland
If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet
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Southland Multicultural
Council Inc. is an
incorporated society and is registered under
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119.
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.
The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Hi Everyone
Firstly, a huge thank you to the international students and others who volunteered to help in our
activity room at Kidzone this year. It was great to have the students and they brought youthful
enthusiasm which included a chopstick race between three of them.
On page 2 you will see some photos of the Filipino books at the Winton Library. Most of the books are children’s
books and many of them are written in Tagalog in the top half of the page and English on the bottom half. While the
books were in my office I read a wonderful story about a mosquito and another one about a grain of rice. There are
over 200 books so it felt like Christmas when I opened the big boxes when they arrived at the office. Thanks again to
the Embassy of the Philippines in Wellington for arranging for these books to be a donation.
Last month Dave Price wrote about how he came from the UK to live in Invercargill. I’ve asked Dave to write some
articles for the newsletter over the next few months with tips about renting, etc.
Keep warm and safe. Please be extra careful on the roads when there has been snow and frost. If you suddenly
use the car brakes on an icy road you will skid. Drive slowly!

Violet Stewart

Ethnic Church
Choirs/Singing
Groups needed
for

Rainbow Praise

Sunday November 6
at First Church, Tay St, In’gill,
2pm to 3.30pm
You can see photos of Rainbow Praise last year on
our website www.multinations.co.nz.
If you are interested in taking part this year or want
more information contact Violet at the Multicultural
Southland office, tel 214 9296.

For Women
Southland Multicultural Women’s Group is
back on track with Jasmine Campbell leading it.

Next meeting, Tuesday August 30, 2011 at 7pm at the
Invercargill Library, upstairs in the meeting room.
Theme - massage (hand massage, facial massage etc)
Supper will be provided. Everyone welcome to join us.
This is your chance to meet other women socially and share
interests and plan for future meetings. See you there!!

Walking Group on Sundays (depending on the weather)
Meet at the Feldwick Gates in front of Queen’s Park, Gala
Street entrance at 2.00pm. Walk is between 30 minutes to
60 minutes. Inquiries to Reshmi on 218 7029 before 1.30pm.
Southland Community Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill

Law Related Outreach Clinic
Available at Te Tai Tonga
Electorate Office
7A Martin Street, Invercargill

Would you like to learn Spanish?
Angela is a native Spanish speaker with

On first Wednesday and third Thursday of every month
(except Dec & Jan) between 9.15am and 10.45am

good English and teaching skills.
Contact Angela on 027 6859671 or
email pardoangela@hotmail.com
The Rainbow Quill

Come and talk to us about your legal problems. If we
can’t help you on the day we will make a time to come
back and talk to you with the information you need.
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Light Up for Winter

Benefits of
Renting
for Immigrants

The AA reminds drivers in winter to
improve visibility by switching their
headlights on more often.
The law requires motorists to turn their lights on 30
minutes after sunset and 30 minutes before sunrise, as a
bare minimum. Drivers should assume that if they have
difficulty seeing other vehicles on the road, then other
drivers will have difficulty seeing them.
However, it is illegal to use foglights in clear daylight or at
night—they should only be used if visibility is poor. It is
also against the law to use lights that could dazzle,
confuse or distract other road users. If lights are needed
during the day, then dipped headlights should be used.
Drivers should also switch their lights on in overcast
conditions or in the early morning and at dusk, when it is
very easy for a vehicle to disappear into shadow as the
sun is striking oncoming traffic.
Having your headlights on is the best way to let other
drivers know that you are there.
From AA Directions Winter 2011

Next free
Southland Immigration Seminar
Thursday 1st September 2011
10.30am – 12.30am
Work, Visitor and Residency information

After the information session there will be an
opportunity for you to speak individually with an
immigration official if you would like to.
Venue:

Venture Southland, 143 Spey Street,
Invercargill

If you plan to attend please let Sue know at Southland
Settlement Support , 03 2111803

by Dave Price

The majority of migrants choose to rent a house (long
or short term) when they first arrive in New Zealand.
The benefits of initially renting a house far out-weigh
any long term financial benefits of owning a home
when first shifting to New Zealand. People who have
obtained permanent residency to New Zealand
usually arrive with little understanding of the good
(and not so good) areas to reside in, or which part of
the country will offer the best employment or
education opportunities suitable to them. For these
reasons short or medium term rental allows a new
migrant the freedom to move to different parts of a
suburb, town, city or even the country without being
committed to a mortgage or owning a home that is no
longer suitable to their family requirements.
New residents should be prepared to spend quality
time looking for a house to rent as prices and quality
can vary dramatically in many parts of a city. You can
pretty much rent any type of property your heart and
wallet desire in New Zealand, from stylish inner city
apartments, little bedsits, spacious old homes with
large outdoor living areas or a lifestyle block on the
outskirts of town.
However, finding furnished rental accommodation is
far more difficult and expensive. For this reason most
people migrating to New Zealand choose to bring a
lot of their own furniture with them, and sometimes
when you are in a new country it is nice to have your
own bed and familiar belongings with you.
Whatever your situation though, help is at hand. Like
most large conurbations, Invercargill has a number of
Real Estate company’s who have specialist in the
area of Property Management. So, if you’re new to
the country or new to the area or simply wish to
speak with a friendly sympathetic local Property
Manager, you should contact Tracey Irving at
Southernwide City/Lifestyle Real Estate on
03 218 2755.

Next month I’ll take a look the costs associated with
renting property in New Zealand.
Dave Price migrated from the UK in 2005 and is now
a Sales consultant at Southernwide City/Lifestyle
Real Estate. For all your real estate requirements,
contact Dave on 03 218 2755 or FREE on 0800
PRICEY.
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Yes, it’s that time again and traditionally the weather is bad, hours are long, the wood runs out and the food cupboards also. So preparation is important. Make sure you are organised for the extended work hours and the extra
supplies you will require.

Up Coming Events to get you off the farm:
•

Wednesday 10th August – Lumsden Resource Centre, Hero Street. 10.00am – 12.00pm
Settlement Support Clinic for any issues, support required

•

Thursday 1st September – Immigration New Zealand Seminar 10.30am – 12.30pm at Venture Southland
Work, Visitor and Residency information—please let me know if you plan to attend this (contact details below)

Winton Library – in July there was a special presentation of books to the Southland District Council Winton library.
These books are written in Tagalog with some of them also in English. The books came from the Embassy of the
Philippines in conjunction with the Southland Multicultural Council. Now is a good time to consider joining the
Southland District Council library – they have a book bus which travels around the region providing this rural service.
(0800 732 542). To get a library card you have to provide identification showing your residential address. Most
areas have public library’s which you can use free of charge only paying overdue or damage fees.
Sue Morrison-Bailey, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 03 2111803
143 Spey Street, Invercargill, funded by Department of Labour
sue@venturesouthland.co.nz

Invercargill now home for UK couple
Dennis and Celestine Keen moved to Invercargill from Christchurch just over a year ago,
they lived in Christchurch for four years and are originally from the U.K. They were fortunate
to leave Christchurch just before all the earthquakes started which was even more fortunate
for their two Belgian Shepherd dogs who are sensitive to loud noises. When they first came
to Invercargill they rented for six months and found it hard to adjust to the quieter pace of life
in Invercargill. Celestine was fortunate to find out about the Southland Multicultural Council
and though she has been a member for nearly a year, she has only had the opportunity to
attend the women’s group and Dennis & Celestine both attended a recent potluck evening
which they both enjoyed. It has been a busy time for them both and they have recently
moved into their own house in Otatara.
Celestine, has also just started a mobile hairdressing business called City Cutz, but she prefers to use Louise, her
middle name, for her business. She has over 20 years experience, specialising in styles and cuts for ladies, gents
and children in the comfort of your own home in Invercargill and Otatara.
If you need a hair cut without leaving your own home call Louise on 03 213 0628.
The Rainbow Quill
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Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
Tel/fax: 03-2182736

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community
Law Centre
5 Tay Street, Invercargill

email southland@englishlanguage.org.nz

Free English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds*

•
•
•
•

Home tutors
Social English Groups
( in Invercargill & Gore)
English for Employees
(a specially designed programme
for people in employment)
*conditions apply

(just along from WINZ)

Learn English
at SIT

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800
Services include:

•
•
•
•

providing legal information

ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND PER-

advice and assistance

MANENT RESIDENTS

promoting legal education and law reform

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents

and in some cases representing people in court.

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local community law centre to see what services they offer.

to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language cer-

August
Birthday Greetings to:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

tificate, NZQA approved with part-time afternoon IELTS program.
Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-3pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

Brigette
Davis
James
Isaac R
Isaac T
Jacabeth
Akib
Shana

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Mart
Kimberly
Joyce
Nawaf
Charles
Joanna
Johann

Arben

Congratulations to everyone, young and old, having a birthday in June. If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in
our newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296
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For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8770 or
email overseas@sit.ac.nz

Membership of
Southland Multicultural Council
If you aren’t a member of Southland
Multicultural Council and would like to be
you can either phone Violet at the office for
a form, come into the office and collect a
form or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family

Southland Multicultural Council Inc
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
I hope you had fun during the holidays. Maybe you even made a snowman. I spent 6 days at
Kidzone. It snowed there also and I noticed that some children made a snowman there even
though there were lots of other things to do. I was nice and warm in our activity room where
children and parents learnt how to use chopsticks, make a kite, make woven paper fish and
Danish hearts.

Learning to use chopsticks

Making woven fish and Danish hearts

Kite making—there were
three shapes to chose from

Violet ☺

At Kidzone
• Approximately 570 people learnt use
chopsticks
• Just over 200 people made a kite
• Lots of people made woven fish and
Danish hearts—it was too difficult for
me to work out how many

Family News
 Our sympathy is with those of our members who have had bereavements during the past few weeks.
 We also congratulate those members who have had celebrations during the past few weeks.
 Congratulations to Tayo Agunlejika who is the new president of the National Federation of

Multicultural Councils in New Zealand. If you’d like to read more about Tayo the link is below.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/local-papers/upper-hutt-leader/5236208/Upper-Hutt-manchosen-as-national-president#share
If you have any news you would like to go in our monthly newsletter please let Violet know at the office, either by phone or email.

The Rainbow Quill
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Please return to :
Southland Multicultural Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill 9810

Visit to Murihiku Marae

August 26, 27

408 Tramway Rd, Invercargill
Powhiri (welcome)

Friday evening, August 26

Noho Marae

opportunity to sleep over in the
Whare Nui (meeting house) on
Friday & Saturday nights, Aug 26,27

Bus trip

Saturday Aug 27 a bus trip is being planned to visit historical sites of the tangata
whenua (local Maori) with an explanation of the background of each place. The bus
trip is to be confirmed.

Meals will be provided free. Bus trip $10 per person for non members, members free
If you are interested in attending any of these functions or the going on the bus trip please phone Ailene or
Cyril at the Murihiku Marae on 216 9074 for catering purposes and for more information, or phone
President Brian Bellett of Southland Multicultural Council on 216 7728 or 0226360256

