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DISCLAIMER—  
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the  

Southland Multicultural Council Inc.    
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party. 
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Happy New Year to all our family members, friends and supporters.  I 
wish you all the very best for good health and prosperity in the months 
ahead.  I hope you have all enjoyed a summer holiday, as we did with 
family and friends in the Catlins area this year. 

I am enjoying the retired life, and have started going to Splash Palace 
regularly.  This is to be recommended for all as a pleasurable way to 
keep fit. 

Thank you to the Southern Institute of Technology for once again  
sponsoring the float for the Santa Parade in December.  This  
enabled the younger children to ride in comfort and safety.  Thanks 
also to the people who supported our presence in the Parade 

Again we had a great day at our annual children’s picnic, held at 
Anderson Park.  Santa was a welcome visitor and the weather came 
right after a patchy start.  Many thanks to Alan Admore, our   
ever-popular Bubble Man.  The hamper was won by Nijeeya. 

I recently was invited to join with the local Sikh Society to celebrate the 
foundation day of the Golden Temple, and festival (Lohri), and also 
attended a very pleasant barbecue held at the Muslim Community 
Centre in Fairview Avenue.  The annual Christmas party hosted by the 
Philippines Association is always a highlight on the social calendar as 
well, and gives me a chance to catch up with many of our country 
members.  It is a privilege to be invited to attend functions such as 
these and I am most grateful for the opportunity to share in the fellow-
ship of these gatherings.  Now we are looking forward to celebrating 
the Chinese New Year with the Southland Branch of the Chinese  
Association. 

Large numbers of new students are coming into the city to study at the 
Southern Institute of Technology.  The presence of these newcomers 
adds much to our community and I extend a welcome to them all.  I 
look forward to seeing you all at our first pot-luck meal for the year, 
advertised on page one of this newsletter. 

Brian Bellett 

    

If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something 
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a rec-
ipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you 
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as 
space permits.  Thanks.  Violet 

If you would like to talk to the police about anything you 
can phone me on 215 0311 or  
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400. 

Remember, if it is urgent dial 111 
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan 

  

Tax Credit for  
Donations 

 

 
 
 
Southland Multicultural 
Council Inc. is an  
incorporated society and is registered under 
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119. 
 
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a 
donations tax credit  from the Inland  
Revenue Department.  A GST receipt will 
be issued so you can claim the rebate. 
 

 
The purpose of Southland Multicultural 
Council is to promote and protect the  

interests of ethnic people in Southland 

 
 
 
 
 

 New to Eastern Southland? 
 

 Visit http://easternsouthland.newcomers.co.nz/ 

Photo Gallery—Christmas picnic  
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I hope your Christmas and New Year was a happy one.  I had 3 weeks holiday, mostly spent at 
home but we still did some interesting things.   
 
The year is starting off with lots of opportunities—meet new people at the potluck dinner, find 
out more about immigration with opportunities to ask questions at the Immigration Workshop.  
Also, if you do art or craft and enough people are interested there could be an opportunity to 
display what you do, and if you want to learn how to swim there’s an opportunity for you to do 

that. There’s also an event in Gore organised by Newcomers Network. Details of all these are in this edition of the 
newsletter. 
 
Coming up on Saturday March 19 for the second year we are having a Multicultural Food Festival.  It will be held at 
the gymnasium at James Hargest Senior Campus which will be larger than the Hansen Hall where we had it last 
year. There will be a few more food stalls than last year,  and once again there will be cultural entertainment.  There 
were some good suggestions from those who participated in the survey last year which we’re trying to include as 
much as possible.  If you enjoy food and culture from other countries make sure you come along to the Multicultural 
Food Festival. 
 
You will see that we have our new logo.  We also have a new look website, thanks to Flatout web design who were 
able to fit us in before Christmas when our other website designer decided to close down.  We also now have a  
facebook page, Multicultural Southland, which I’m still trying to get up and running properly. I need to find time!! 
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Come and meet newcomers to the area,  

also showing The Secret in Their Eyes   

Monday 21 st February 2011 

St James Theatre, 61 Irk Street, Gore 

FREE Entry 

12 noon until 2pm —opportunity to chat with people of different  
nationalities. Come along and share lunch with us and choose a time to watch this awesome movie. 

2.15pm, 6.00pm and 8.30pm— Showing of ACADEMY AWARD WINNING, best Foreign Language film 
of 2010, The Secret in Their Eyes. 

Everyone welcome  

For more information contact Maura Dakin     
Eastern Southland Newcomers Network Coordinator 
Gore District Council 
Tel 03 209 0330, 027 652 6690   easternsouthland@newcomers.co.nz  
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Happy  

Chinese  
New Year 

 
 

Lunar Chinese New Year 2011 is Year of the Rabbit 
 
Chinese people are a vital part of 
our multicultural society.  Once 
again New Zealand Post has  
issued a series of stamps  
celebrating the Chinese New 
Year.  
 
The Year of the Rabbit begins on 
February 3, 2011. 
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Every  year on 6 February, New Zealand marks the  
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840. In that year, 
representatives of the British Crown and over 500 Maori 
chiefs signed what is New Zealand’s founding document. 
The day was first officially commemorated in 1934, and it 
has been a public holiday since 1974.  Like ANZAC Day 
on April 25th this holiday is always on the day that it falls.  
e.g. This year it falls on a Sunday, therefore that is the 
day of the holiday.             �����������*�
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Immigration Act 2010 Changes: 
Variation of Travel Conditions (Form 1020):  

If you hold a student visa, a work visa or a visitor visa and you wish to leave New Zealand and return under the 
same visa conditions  then you need to apply for this allowance. 
It will cost NZ$140.00. 
 

Before November 2010 – you would have been issued with either a permit a nd visa label, or if you 

only have a permit then you don’t have travel right s.  If you have both, then they have travel rights 

After November 2010 – You will only have a visa and in top right corner  it will state if travel rights 

exist 

Driving during the holidays: 
Making the most of having school holidays with your family and friends means more time on the road.  
Here are some tips to help keep you safe: 
Before you commence your trip  

· Make certain the car is in good repair and has petrol in it 

· Check the tyre pressure and that the tyres are in good condition 

· Make sure you have a map of where you are going 

· Have a torch and a small first aid kit in the car 

· Keep a pen and paper in the car also 

· Make sure your friends know where you are going – we do have “dead” mobile phone areas. 

 
Immigration Seminar First Immigration Seminar for the year will be Tuesday March 1, 10.30am at Venture Southland 
(see notice below for more details)  

 
 

Sue Morrison-Bailey, Settlement Support Co-ordinato r,  03 2111803  
143 Spey Street, Invercargill,  funded by Departmen t of Labour 

sue@venturesouthland.co.nz  
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Next free Southland Immigration Seminar 
�

��������	�
����
����		��

� � � � 	���������		�������������������
����������

� � � � 		��������	��������������
���������
������

� � � �������������	��
�����

���������	��������
����
��� �	�����
������
�����	���
�

� � � ����������
���� ��
�!���"�	#�� ���� 
���
"���$�� 
��%�!!�
�
� � � ����
����	���
�	���������	�������������
��	���
�� ��	������������������

����������� �� �

�
���������������� � ����
��������������������������� ���� � � ���������	
��� � $



�

Citizen's Advice Bureau                  
corner of Dee & Gala streets  

 

This agency has been set up to assist people with  
enquiries for services and for referral to other  

agencies.  
                       

 Specialist service include: 

Justice of the Peace clinic – Saturday 10am until 
noon.  (no appointment necessary) 

Consumer clinic - every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,    
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment  

Legal services - free legal service on Thursday 
night.  An appointment must be made. 

Telephone:   (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222                                

� ��
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5 Tay Street 

Invercargill (just along from W.I.N.Z) 

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800   
�

Services include: 

· providing legal information 

· advice and assistance 

· promoting legal education and law reform 

· and in some cases representing people in court. 
 

These services are usually provided free to eligibl e 
members of the public. Check with your local com-
munity law centre to see what services they offer. �
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Membership of  
Southland Multicultural Council  

If you aren’t a member of Southland  
Multicultural Council and would like to be 
you can either phone Violet at the office for 
a form, come into the office and collect a 
form or download a form from our website 
www.multinations.co.nz.  On the website you will find the 
membership form under the heading of publications. 
 

Annual Membership is  $15 per family  

�
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  Southland Centre 
       

184 Esk Street, Invercargill 
Tel/fax: 03-2182736  

email southland@esolht.org.nz 
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· Home tutors 

· Social English Groups 

· ( in Invercargill & Gore)  

· English for Employees  
       (a specially designed programme 
      for people in employment)   
�
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�� Nur Alia Izzati  

�� Gipsy  

�� Errol  

�� Louie Anthony  

�� Denisse  
 

Congratulations  to everyone else young and old having a 
birthday in February and to all those who had a birthday in 
January when we didn’t have a newsletter. 
 

If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our 
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296�

�� Cory Shanks 

�� Kouta 

�� Jotham 

�� Mark Jerome 

�� Marcus 
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Hi Everyone 
 
I hope you had a wonderful holiday and are looking forward to getting back 
to school.   
 
One day during my holiday from work  we drove to Dunedin so we could go 
on the train trip from Dunedin to Palmerston and return as my husband 
George likes trains. It was great to be high up in the train and get a good 
view of the sea and the small towns which you can’t see from the car.   
Looking down on the harbour at Port Chalmers we saw lots of huge cranes. 

 
Another day we spent time walking in Queens Park in Invercargill. My 
favourite part was the farmyard with all the animals.  There we saw a 
guinea fowl which isn’t usually seen in New Zealand.  As you can see  
it looks a lot different from a hen. We 
used to see them in our garden when 
we lived in Zimbabwe as the next door 
neighbour had some guinea fowl as 
pets.  Sometimes the guinea fowl would 
fly into our garden and eat our seeds. 
 
Another part of Queens Park which is 

interesting to visit is the aviary.  Most of the birds are in very large cages 
and you just look at them but there is one part where there is a door into a 
very large enclosure and you can walk into it and be among the birds.  It 
has an old metal staircase in it and the birds like to sit on this.   
 
At Queens Park there is also a playground and a swimming pool for  
children.  You might have been to the Park with your school but if you 
haven’t ask you parents, or aunties or uncles or grandparents to take you 
there.  Entry to Queens Park is free, but remember to put any lollie papers and other rubbish in the  
rubbish bins or take it home so as to keep the park looking nice for everyone. 
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Are You a Migrant Looking for Work?  
 

FREE workshop for migrants with Mike Dooley,   
Career Consultant, Career Services, Dunedin 

 
This workshop will help you: 
· Understand what employers are looking for 

· Identify your skills 

· Develop job searching skills  
 

Monday 28 February 2011, 1.00pm at  
Venture Southland 143, Spey Street, Invercargill 

 

Register with Sue on 211 1803 by Friday 
25 February. Workshop will be cancelled if 
minimum there are not  10 people registered 


