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You might also want to bring a rug or chair to sit on. The
sun will be shining (we hope!) so remember to bring
sunhats & sunscreen lotion!!

Fun for all ages!!! Everyone Welcome
Races; The Bubble Man; Games with prizes;
Raffle for Christmas Hamper*;

*Christmas Hamper Raffle—Please bring a food or drink item for the Christmas Hamper,
which is your entry ticket for the Christmas Hamper Raffle.

Anderson Park,
91 McIvor Road
If you live in the Invercargill area
and need transport to the picnic let
us know at the office, tel 214 9296
and we might be able to organise
a ride for you.

Thanks to the
DISCLAIMER—
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the
Southland Multicultural Council Inc.
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party.

International school at SIT for
the printing of this
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Photo Gallery—November Potluck

From President Brian

Waimatuku Pipe Band

Kia ora tatou, Greetings everyone
Here we are almost at Christmas time already, with end-of-year
functions coming up thick and fast. This is a busy time for most of
us, but some will have the summer holidays to look forward to, and
we all can appreciate the warmer weather, even if we do not have
time off.
Many thanks to Alini who organized the Waimatuku Pipe Band to
entertain us at the November pot-luck gathering. The haggis was
duly addressed, toasted and enjoyed by at least some of us. It was
a first experience for many.
To the people who participated in the Rainbow Praise concert,
heartfelt thanks. Feedback I have received from some of the many
who attended has been most enthusiastic and positive.
President Brian

Another invigorating morning was experienced at the Treaty of
Waitangi seminar, presented by Bill Hamilton and Karolin Potter of
the Human Rights Commission. Around 70 participants enjoyed the
session and learned much on this important subject, integral to our
country.
Our last functions for the year will be the Santa Parade, and the
children’s picnic, both popular with our younger members. I look
forward to seeing you all there. In the month of January we traditionally have a quieter time in our group, as many people are ‘out of station’ at this time before the new academic year begins.

Wakako,
Carol &
Norma at the
potluck

I close with sending you all my very best wishes for the Christmas
season and the New Year of 2011. May you all be safe and happy
and enjoy good health, peace and prosperity in the year ahead.
Kind regards to all.
Brian Bellett

Tax Credit for
Donations

New to Eastern Southland?
Visit http://easternsouthland.newcomers.co.nz/

Southland Multicultural Council Inc. is an
incorporated society and is registered under
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119 .

If you would like to talk to the police about anything you
can phone me on 215 0311 or
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400.
Remember, if it is urgent dial 111

Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a
donations tax credit from the Inland
Revenue Department. A GST receipt will
be issued so you can claim the rebate.

Community Constable, Anthony Hogan
If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a recipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as
space permits. Thanks. Violet

The purpose of Southland Multicultural
Council is to promote and protect the
interests of ethnic people in Southland
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From the Coordinator
Greetings to everyone
Middle of November George and I went to Palmerston North for the weekend. I saw
advertised that there was going to be “An Introduction to Russian Culture” on the Saturday
afternoon for free at the Palmerston North library so I decided to go to that. It was very
interesting to see the lovely costumes
which the Russian singers were
wearing. In between the songs someone explained what the
songs meant and also explained about the musical
instruments. There were also photos of Russia on a big
screen at the same time.
Coming up on December 12 we have the Christmas picnic at
Anderson Park which is always fun. It has shelter there which
is great in case it rains. Hope to see you there with your
family and friends.
As I write this I have heard the news that there is no hope left
Russian culture at the Palmerston North library
that any of the miners trapped in Pike River mine would have
survived the second explosion. Our thoughts and sympathy are with the families, some of whom had come from
overseas to work at the mine.
Peace and blessings this Christmas.

Violet Stewart
Thanks to all those who participated in Rainbow Praise last month and all those who
helped as volunteers and all those who came along to make it a happy occasion.

Rainbow Rainbow Praise was held at First Presbyterian Church, Invercargill. Six choirs/singing
totalling approximately 100 people participated. Altogether about 500 people
Praise groups,
attended. There was afternoon tea in the hall afterwards to which everyone was

Sunday November 7, 2.00pm

invited. About 300 people stayed for that and everyone talked to everyone else. Great!
Photos of the choirs/singing groups in the order they performed

Nga Korimako a Rawhiti—Eastside Baptist Cook Island Group—St Andrews

Samoan Assembly of God

Liberty Christian Fellowship Choir—Filipino

The Zimbabwean Singers

Tongan Church & Community
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Research shows
migrants want to be
New Zealand citizens
Many migrants (78 per cent) want to
become New Zealand citizens. The
Longitudinal Immigration Survey:
New Zealand (LisNZ), a partnership
between Statistics New Zealand and
the Department of Labour, surveyed
5,100 migrants six months, 18 months, and 3 years after gaining
permanent residence in New Zealand. Migrants from South Africa
(93 per cent), the Pacific (93 per cent), and South Asia (87 per
cent) were the most likely groups to have gained, or want to apply
for, New Zealand citizenship.
The results also show an overall increase in the employment rate
for migrants at three years (76 per cent) compared to the rate at
six months (72 per cent). Partners and dependents of skilled
migrants showed the largest movement into employment, with 20
per cent of this category moving from not being employed at six
months to being employed at three years after gaining residence.
Migrants’ feelings of safety from crime decreased over the three
years, with 86 per cent of migrants feeling safe or very safe at six
months after taking up residence, compared with 76 per cent
reporting this at three years. Migrants from South Africa and the
United Kingdom were the most likely groups to report feeling safe
or very safe. North Asian migrants were the least likely to report
feeling safe or very safe.
The Department of Labour will continue to carry out more detailed
analysis of LisNZ data. For more information on the LisNZ see
www.immigration.govt.nz.
From Ethnic Whispers (newsletter of the Office of Ethnic Affairs) October 2010

A Taste of Scotland
Saint Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland, and St. Andrew's Day on November 30 is Scotland's official national
day which is why we had Scottish entertainment at the November potluck. The Waimatuku Pipe Band played
traditional Scottish music and piped in the haggis.
What is Haggis—Haggis is a dish containing sheep's 'pluck' (heart, liver and lungs),
minced with onion, oatmeal, suet, spices, and salt, mixed with stock, and traditionally
simmered in the animal's stomach for approximately three hours. Most modern
commercial haggis is prepared in a casing rather than an actual stomach.
Haggis is a kind of sausage, or savoury pudding cooked in a casing of sheep's
intestine, as many sausages are. As the 2001 English edition of the Larousse Gastronomique puts it, "Although its
description is not immediately appealing, haggis has an excellent nutty texture and delicious savoury flavour".
The haggis is a traditional Scottish dish memorialised as the national dish of Scotland by Robert Burns' poem
Address to a Haggis in 1787. Haggis is traditionally served with "neeps and tatties" (Scots: swede, yellow turnip and
potatoes, boiled and mashed separately) and a "dram" (i.e. a glass of Scotch whisky), especially as the main course
of a Burns supper. However it is also often eaten with other accompaniments.
Haggis remains popular with expatriate Scots in the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, owing to
the strong connections with Scottish culture.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haggis
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Summer brings concern over the Christmas holiday break in the following areas:
Water Safety – as the summer temperatures increase the need to go swimming increases. Every year in New
Zealand we have around 125 deaths by drowning. Please ensure that you check the area carefully; do locals swim
in this river at this place? Stay with your children when they are playing in water, children can drown in very little
water. Is there a competent swimmer present, do you know how to do CPR? Do you know how to gauge if there is a
rip in the coastal waters? Ask locals for their knowledge. Do not expose your family to unknown dangers.
Drivers Licenses – Please be aware that if you are living and working in New Zealand then you have to have a NZ
drivers license. You cannot use your International License or a Filipino license. To source information on what you
have to do www.landtransport.govt.nz/licensing . At Christmas time NZ Police are out on the roads focussing on
unlicensed vehicles and drivers. Is your child in an approved child restraint? Or you will face a fine.
Border Control – A new updated immigration act will be in force soon. This provides Border Control officials with
more enforcement powers. Please ensure that your visas are valid and that you do not bring food or endanger our
biosecurity. Border visa rejections are increasing.
Sun Protection - Skin Cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in New Zealand. Melanoma is the most
serious type, and our rates are amongst the highest in the world. Skin cancer is largely preventable. Over 90% of all
skin cancer cases are attributed to excess sun exposure. We encourage all New Zealanders to be SunSmart. What
this means is between September and March, especially between the hours of 11am-4pm when UV radiation levels
are very high you need to ensure that you wear sun protective clothing, cover your arms – apply SPF30+ sunscreen
every time you are outside and then every two hours. Covering your face, head, neck and ears with a hat, seeking
shade where possible and using sunglasses is critical to protect your eyes from those harm damaging UV rays.
Enjoy the holiday period with your families – I will be.
Sue Morrison-Bailey, Settlement Support Co-ordinator, 03 2111803
143 Spey Street, Invercargill, funded by Department of Labour
sue@venturesouthland.co.nz
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van Eeden Tulips

Seasonal work from beginning
January 2011 to mid February 2011.
Production line work and machinery
operating in a commercial tulip bulb
business.
Phone or text Mike on 027 6004612

Office Closure for
Christmas Holidays
The Southland Multicultural Council (formerly
Multi-Nations) office will close at 2.30pm on
Thursday 23 December and reopen on
Monday 17 January 2010.

The Rainbow Quill

Page 6

Notice Board
Citizen's Advice Bureau
corner of Dee & Gala streets
This agency has been set up to assist people with
enquiries for services and for referral to other
agencies.

Southland Centre
184 Esk Street, Invercargill
Tel/fax: 03-2182736

Specialist service include:
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until
noon. (no appointment necessary)
Consumer clinic- every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment
Legal services- free legal service on Thursday
night. An appointment must be made.
Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222

Southland Community Law Centre
5 Tay Street
Invercargill (just along from W.I.N.Z)
Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800
Services include:

•
•
•
•

email southland@esolht.org.nz

Free English language classes for people from
non-English speaking backgrounds*

•
•
•
•

Home tutors
Social English Groups
( in Invercargill & Gore)
English for Employees
(a specially designed programme
for people in employment)
*conditions apply

Learn English
at SIT

providing legal information
ZERO FEES FOR NEW ZEALAND CITIZENS AND PERMANENT RESIDENTS

advice and assistance

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents

promoting legal education and law reform
and in some cases representing people in court.

These services are usually provided free to eligible
members of the public. Check with your local community law centre to see what services they offer.

Miguel
Phoebe
Chris
Deepak
Angel

to improve their English language learning at no cost.
Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist
them through their study.

SIT offer? Full & part-time Intensive English language
certificate, NZQA approved with part-time afternoon IELTS
program.

December
Birthday Greetings
To:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country

Beginning any MondayMonday-Times are:
Monday– Thursday 9am-3pm and
Fridays 9am-12pm.

☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Kevin

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8770 or
email overseas@sit.ac.nz

Johnal
Jotham

Membership of

Rishav

Southland Multicultural Council

Marcus

Congratulations everyone else young and old having a
birthday in December.
If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296

If you aren’t a member of Southland Multicultural Council
and would like to be you can either phone Violet at the
office for a form, come into the office and collect a form
or download a form from our website
www.multinations.co.nz. On the website you will find the
membership form under the heading of publications.
Annual Membership is $15 per family
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Kids Korner
Hi Everyone
I wonder if you ever look at the postage stamps on the envelopes which your
family get in the post. With emails we don’t seem to get as many letters by post
as we used to. I first started collecting stamps when I was about 10 years old. I
like collecting stamps because it’s a good way to find out about lots of interesting
things and interesting places. In November I went to the national stamp
exhibition in Palmerston North. In the youth section of the competition a boy won
an award for his exhibit of stamps about dinosaurs.
I like to collect the story of cotton on stamps, sewing machines on stamps and I also collect stamps from
different countries which tell the story of Christmas.

Sometimes stamps at Christmas have other things and people on them which we also
associate with Christmas, like Santa Claus or Father Christmas.
So if you’re looking for a hobby maybe think about collecting stamps about something or
maybe a country you’re interested in.
Hope you have a happy Christmas and safe and happy holidays.

Violet ☺

What Does it Mean? - Gold Coin Donation
The term ‘gold coin donation’ is a phrase often used for things like
informal charity events, to mean that the cost of something (such as entry
to something) is a 'gold' coin donation - which can be either a donation of a
one dollar or two dollar coin. These coins are the two highest denomination
coins and are the only two coins coloured gold in New Zealand currency. Australia also uses
this expression of a ‘gold coin donation’.
Sometimes you see the phrase koha/gold coin donation. Koha is a Maori word meaning ‘gift’.
If you have find other expressions in NZ which you find unusual please let me know at the office as others might also like to read
an explanation in the newsletter.

Family News
 We are saddened to hear of the death of Mario Divianathan's father in India recently. Condolences to Mario,
Tina and boys.
If you have any news you would like to go in our monthly newsletter please let Violet know at the office, either by phone or email.

Please return to :
Southland Multi-Nations Council
Southland Community House
46 Kelvin Street
Invercargill

Coming up in 2011
•

Saturday 19 February—Monthly potluck dinner, 6.30pm at Holy Trinity church Hall, King
Street (no potluck in January).

•

Saturday 19 March—Multicultural Food Festival at James Hargest
Senior campus in gymnasium no. 3, 10.30am to 3.30pm.

Put these dates in the diary
Mark them on the calendar

