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                                            —DISCLAIMER—  
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the Southland Multicultural Council Inc.   South-

land Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party. 

 

 

Thanks to the  

International School at SIT 

for printing  this publication 

Thank you to our  
funders: 

The monthly newsletter of Southland Multicultural Council  
(formerly Southland Multi-Nations) 

46 Kelvin St Invercargill (03)2149296 or 027 214 9296 E:office@southlandmulticultural .co.nz W:www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz  

 
 

Women’s Group gathering 
4th February 2017 

Southland Community House 
46 Kelvin St 

3.00 PM TO 5.00PM  
(Evening tea provided) 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

 

Sri Lankan Independence Night 
Potluck Dinner 

In collaboration with Youth group 
(Valentine’s Day theme) 

11th February 2017 
Southland Community House 

46 Kelvin St 
6.30PM TO 10.00PM  

Members of Southland Multicultural Council -  free 
Non members– a gold coin donation   

(Themes: Sri Lankan Independence Day & Valentine’s Day)                                                             
           
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
 

Karate Workshop  
By 

Venura Gamage from Sri Lanka 
National Champion 2000 

Style: Shoto Kan 
  (See page 5 for details) 

mailto:multination@woosh.co.nz
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EDITORIAL  

 

 ~~ A message from the President ~~ 

 

 

Kong Hee Fatt Choy to all our friends who are celebrating Chinese New Year and Sri Lankan Independence 

Day!!! 

 

I would like to welcome Sajitha our New Coordinator for Southland Multicultural Council. We are very hap-

py that she has joined us in this capacity. Some of you might know her as she has volunteered at some of the 

previous functions. Preparation for the food festival is also on the way. Jeanice Rohloff is the event manager 

for this function, hopefully we will have a bigger crowd this year.  

 

It is with much regret that Meggy, our President, has tendered her resignation and we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank her and her partner for all the hard work they have done for SMC. We would also like 

to wish her all the best in her endeavours.. Meanwhile I will be the acting president for the time being till the 

AGM. I hope you will join us for the upcoming events and may be get a chance to meet the new coordinator 

 

 

Warm regards, 

Jasmine 

President 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

~~ Message from the Coordinator~~ 

 

Kia ora Koutou, 

 

I hope your Christmas and New Year was merry and sprite.  The year is starting off with lots of opportuni-

ties—meet new people (potluck dinners), improve your job opportunities (Career Services workshop), be 

informed about immigration issues (Immigration Workshop), improve your network (Youth sessions), Kara-

te workshop (Introducing Shoto Kan by Venura from Sri Lanka). 

Form this months onwards we are introducing some traditional recipes. 

 

This month we are celebrating Sri Lankan Independence Day on 11th February in collaboration with Youth 

Group where Stephen, our youth leader will engage you with some entertainments based on Valentine’s 

Theme. 

 

Once February has disappeared we have the Multicultural Food Festival which is going to be wonderful for 

all of us who enjoy multi cuisine food along with multicultural entertainment. 

 

Hope to see you all at the upcoming events. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Sajitha Ferry 

Coordinator 

Southland Multicultural Council  

C: 03 214 9296 

E: office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

 

-Promoting and protecting the interests of ethnic people- 
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Sri Lankan Independence night 

Great way to meet or reconnect  
with your neighbours in an  

informal settings 

Southland 
Community 

House 
46 Kelvin Street 

6.30 Pm 

Members of Southland Multicultural Council -  free 
Non members– a gold coin donation   

Please bring a plate of food to share 
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If you are interested to join the SMC Youth Group, please contact the office @ 03 214 9296  
We would love to have you on board and share your thoughts.  

 
Here is our youngest 
star weaver (Age 4) 
teaching her father 
how to weave star!!! 

Photos of Star weaving sessions - December 2016-January 2017 

Jaca, Age 11 
 

Almost all the days 
during her vacation, 
has woven 10 stars 

each!!! 
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The martial arts offer many benefits, but when it comes to fitness, becoming a true 
martial artist means  

becoming a supremely fit person.  

Venura Gamage 
 

Style: Shoto Kan, the most recognised style in the world. 

 

3rd Degree Black Belt (Affiliation from Iran), Learning to achieve the 4th  

 

Sri Lankan National Champion of 2000 

 

20 years of experience as Karate Instructor  

 

Given coaching to two Sri Lankan Girls School team who won national championship 

 

Attended several training sessions and seminars by different teachers all around the 

world such as Japan, Iran and India 

A grade referee under Sr i Lankan Karate Federation . 

For more information, please contact office @ 03 214 9296 or 
office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 
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Christmas Picnic moments 
Picnics are all about  making memories with friends and family 

Our Christmas Picnic took place on Saturday 10 December; it was successful as usual.  
Below are photos taken during the picnic.  

Here are some of the photos from Southland Multicultural Float, Santa Parade 

Santa Parade Clicks 
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 Citizenship Ceremony December 2016 & January 2017 

We are extremely delighted to witness the citi-
zenship ceremonies held in December 2016 and 
January 2017 and to present the new citizens 
who swore the oaths of allegiance, a native tree 
to plant in their new home. 
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Safety Message from the Office of Ethnic 
Communities 

 
Office of Ethnic Communities would like to alert you to a 
current telephone scam operating in New Zealand which 
is  targeting ethnic community members.   
The scammers pose as Immigration New Zealand officials 
and call individuals to discuss ‘problems’ with their residen-
cy, suggesting the person may be considered an illegal im-
migrant.  They then request sums of money to be paid or 
threaten deportation. 
This scam is currently being investigated by New Zealand 
Police 
Scams like this are targeted and can seem credible.  Do 
not  give out account details over the phone unless you 
made the call and you trust that the number you called is 
genuine. Ask for a name and number so you can call them 
back, and check that number against a number you know to 
be genuine. 
If you suspect you have given away your credit card details 

to a scammer call your bank immediately so that they can 

suspend your account. Ask to speak to bank staff that spe-

cialise in security or fraud for assistance. Credit card compa-

nies can reverse a fraudulent transaction if contacted soon 

enough. 

If you believe you have been a victim of this scam please 

contact your local police station. 

The Team 
The Office of Ethnic Communities Te Tari Ma-
tawaka 
Direct Dial: +64 4 494 0546 | Fax: +64 4 495 7231 
PO Box 805, Wellington 6011 | 
www.ethniccommunities.govt.nz 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide English language classes for 
migrants  from non-English speaking 
backgrounds.   
  
Home Tutors  
English Language Conversation clas-
ses  
Invercargill, Gore,  & Winton   
Reading & Writing classes (Invercargill)  
English for Employees  ( Invercargill)  
Work Talk ( Invercargill)   
Professional Speaking for Migrants 
(Invercargill)   
  
 To enrol or for more information   
please contact ELP Southland  
184 Esk Street   
Invercargill   
O: 03-218 2736  M: 029 771 0950                    
E: southland@englishlanguage.org.nz  
W: www.englishlanguage.org.nz       

 

http://www.ethniccommunities.govt.nz/
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If you’d like to share a story with read-
ers of this newsletter— something 
that has helped you to settle into New 
Zealand, a good news story, a recipe, 
something else of interest and appro-
priate for the newsletter . 
You can email it to me at  
office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 
and I will include it as space permits.   
          Thanks.  Sajitha 

If you would like to talk to 
the police about anything 
you can phone me on 215 
0311 or  
Invercargill Police Station 
211 0400. 

Remember, if it is urgent, dial 111 
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 New to Eastern Southland? 
 

    Visit http://
www.newcomers.co.nz/

  

Tax Credit for  
Donations 

 

 
Southland Multicultural Council Inc. 
is an incorporated society and is reg-
istered under the Charities Act 2005, 
CC27119. 
 
Donations of $5 or more are eligible 
for a donations tax credit  from the 
Inland  
Revenue Department.  A receipt will 
be issued so you can claim the rebate. 

 
The purpose of Southland Multicul-
tural Council is to promote and pro-

tect the  
interests of ethnic people in  

Southland 

Birthday Greetings  

**************************** 

Happy Birthday to  

young and old, having a birthday this month of February 

 

If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our newsletters  

please phone the office, 214 9296 or 027 214 9296 

or email office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz 

1
6
8
4
1
0
5
 

Phon  03 218 or call in and see   Spey Street 97 
Ope  Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturday 10am to  

Free legal Clinic  - Thursday evenings 
 
Consumer Clinic  Monday and Friday midday - 

Justice OF The Peace  Clinic  
Saturday, 10am to 12 noon 

Financial Advice Clinic   
first Wednesday of the month from midday 

Citizen's Advice Bureau                  
97 Spey Street, Invercargill  

This agency has been set up to assist people with  
enquiries for services and for referral to other agencies.  

                       Specialist service include: 
Justice of the Peace clinic– Saturday 10am until noon.  (no ap-

pointment necessary) 

Consumer clinic - every Thursday 12pm—1.30pm  & Friday 12pm
-1.30pm - call to make an appointment  

Legal services- free legal service on Thursday night.  An appoint-
ment must be made. 

Telephone: (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222 I W: www.cab.org.nz  
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Just a reminder if it has slipped your mind and your membership is due for renewal, you can call into 
the office at:  Southland Community House, 46 Kelvin St. between 9.00 am - 3:00 pm, or you can pay 
by direct credit into our account — SBS—031355 0695299 00. 
 
Your continued membership helps and supports the continuation of the work we do to support the 
growing migrant community here in Southland. 
Thank you. 

 ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 

Kia ora Koutou 
 
We are always looking for articles, photos, events etc to put into our newsletter, so if you have  
anything you would like to put in our newsletter please let me know and we will be happy to  
put it in.  
 
You can email it to us at: office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz  
or phone us at 03- 214 9296 or 027 214 9296 
Have a great month.  

 
 
 

Membership of  
Southland Multicultural Council 

 
If you aren’t a member of Southland  
Multicultural Council and would like to be you can either phone the office for a form, come into the office and collect a 
form or download a form from our website www.southlandmulticultural.co.nz.  On the website you will find the member-
ship form under the heading of publications. 

 
Annual Membership is  $15 per family  

 

Indonesian Recipe 
By 

Erlinda Gosal 

 
Ingredients: 
* Chicken - cut into 12 parts  
* Galangal - approximately 1-2 
cm 
* Coconut cream - approxi-
mately 1 liter only 
* Bay leaves - approximately 3 
pcs 
* Red Onion 6 cloves 
* Garlic 4 
* Nutmeg 1 small spoon 
*Coriander 1 small spoon 
*Salt 2 small spoon 
*Turmeric 1 cm 
*Oil for seasoning grilled chick-
en 
*Sugar ½ small spoon 

Preparation 
 
1. First pour all ingredients such as 
garlic, red onion,  
    nutmeg, coriander, turmeric, salt 

and sugar. 

2. Prepare frying pan and put the oil 

2 tablespoons. 

3. Put galangal and bay leaves  

4. Stir until fragrant smell  

5. Put chickens into the pan. 

6. Put the coconut cream and stir 

until the meat is cooked 

7. Grill the chicken 

mailto:office@southlandmulticultural.co.nz
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Please return to : 
Southland Multicultural Council  

Southland Community House 

46Kelvin Street 

Invercargill 9810 

Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just 
one more time.  

Thomas A. Edison 


