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Thanks to the  

International school at SIT for 

printing  this publication 

DISCLAIMER—  
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the  

Southland Multicultural Council Inc.    
Southland Multicultural Council Inc does not support any particular political party. 
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From President Brian From President Brian From President Brian From President Brian     
    

Kia ora te whanau, Greetings to the Multicultural family 

The year has begun with a busy month for us.  A highlight has been 
the Chinese New Year celebrations, heralding the Year of the  
Rabbit, with the local Chinese Association, and with ethnic students 
at the Southern Institute of Technology.  Also at SIT, a powhiri for 
Orientation Week was an energizing experience, and it was  
pleasing to see many ethnic students among the locals, as well as 
other New Zealanders coming to our city to study.  I ask you all to 
make new people welcome, and take the extra step to smooth the 
way for them.  Thanks to the management of SIT for inviting us to 
have a stall there. 

As I write, I am preparing to go to Palmerston North, to attend a 
regional conference of the New Zealand Federation of Multicultural 
Councils, at which I will represent you.  I will report back in the next 
newsletter.  There are 20 Councils throughout New Zealand, and at 
these meetings we report on our local activities and projects, and 
share ideas. Policies are proposed, formulated and sent to  
Government.  There will be representatives from government  
agencies such as the Human Rights Commission and the  
Immigration Service, and other specialist organizations as well as 
politicians and local dignitaries. 

At our last pot-luck gathering, a large crowd enjoyed an evening 
with a Chinese theme. Mavin Yeong spoke to us about the history 
and customs of the New Year festival.  As always, it is good to see 
new faces among the regular attendees. 

Our next big venture is the Race Relations Day Food Festival.  We 
are expecting this to be bigger, brighter and better than last year’s 
most successful event, so I look forward to seeing you all there.  
Remember, this function takes the place of our regular monthly  
pot-luck gathering. 

 

 

Brian Bellett 

    

If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something 
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a rec-
ipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you 
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as 
space permits.  Thanks.  Violet 

If you would like to talk to the police about anything you 
can phone me on 215 0311 or  
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400. 

Remember, if it is urgent dial 111 
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan 

  

Tax Credit for  
Donations 

 

 
 
 
Southland Multicultural 
Council Inc. is an  
incorporated society and is registered under 
the Charities Act 2005, CC27119. 
 
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a 
donations tax credit  from the Inland  
Revenue Department.  A GST receipt will 
be issued so you can claim the rebate. 
 

 
The purpose of Southland Multicultural 
Council is to promote and protect the  

interests of ethnic people in Southland 

 
 
 
 
 

 New to Eastern Southland? 
 

 Visit http://easternsouthland.newcomers.co.nz/ 

Photo Gallery 
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Pavel Floroiu receiving NZ Citizenship 

Potluck— 
February 2011  

Mavin Yeong 
explaining Chinese 

New Year history 
and customs 



 

From the CoordinatorFrom the CoordinatorFrom the CoordinatorFrom the Coordinator    
    

Greetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyone    

    
We seem to have a lot about the census in this newsletter and that’s because it is really  
important that everyone who is in New Zealand on the night of March 8th fills in the census 
forms, either on paper or on line. I would stress that any information you give is confidential. It 
is for statistical purposes only so the government and other organisations can make wise  
decisions for the future based on numbers collected from the census. 
 
Coming up we have the Multicultural Food Festival on Saturday March 19, and you’ll see  

details about this on the front page.  This year it will be in the largest gymnasium at James  
Hargest Senior campus where there will be room for more people.  The food will be good and so will  the entertain-
ment!  Come and bring your friends.  Entry is free, but you buy any food you want to eat.  Once again we’ve asked 
the food stall holders to sell food at affordable prices, with nothing costing more than $10. 
 
If you were at the potluck in February you would have heard Marie from NZ Credit Union South talk about the help 
they are able to give migrants with loans for immigration fees if they meet the criteria..  You will see an advert on 
page 8 for an open day NZCU South are having in South City Mall on March 26th.  This is a good opportunity to find 
out more or contact them at their premises on the corner of Don & Kelvin Streets. 
 
As I write this newsletter there is the news of the Christchurch earthquake.  President Brian has been in contact with 
a number of our members who have moved to Christchurch and they are okay.  Our thoughts are with the people of 
Christchurch who are trying to cope at this difficult time, especially those who have lost loved ones.  
 
Violet Stewart 
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Do you  paint pictures,  

draw cartoons, or 

any do other art or 

craft? 

 

Were you born in a country which wasn’t New 

Zealand?  

We are thinking of having a display of art/craft done 

by people who were not born in New Zealand which 

the public can come along to look at during the 

Rugby World Cup in September this year.  The venue 

for the display will depend on how many people want 

to take part. This display will only be able to happen 

if we have enough people who would like to display 

their work.  The art/craft must be what you have 

done yourself. 
 

Let Violet know at the Multicultural Council office if 

you are interested,  Tel 214 9296, by 31st March 

2011. 

Some Maori Words  
 

Below are meanings of some Maori words 
which you are likely to encounter. 
 

Karakia prayer, grace, blessing, service, 
 church service 
 
Powhiri    invitation, rituals of encounter,  
 welcome ceremony on a marae 
 
Mihi   speech of greeting,  
 acknowledgement, tribute 
 
Hui   a meeting of any kind, conference, 
 gathering  
 
Waiata   song or chant which follows speech 
 
Tapu   sacred, not to be touched, to be 
 avoided because sacred, taboo 
 
Whakapapa  genealogy, to recite genealogy, to 
 establish kin connections 
 

The above definitions are from these two web 
sites which are useful: 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/maori-
language-week/100-maori-words 
 

http://www.maoridictionary.co.nz—on this  
website you can put in a search for the Maori 
word you want to know the meaning of. 



 

 

 

CENSUS DAY - 
  8 MARCH 2011 
Census is for Everyone 
Do you realise that everyone who is in New Zealand on 
census day must fill in a census form or have one filled in 
for them? This includes babies, children and any visitors 
who may be staying the night of 8 March 2011.   

The census is the official count of how many people and 
dwellings there are in New Zealand, and the results will 
help determine how billions of dollars of government  
funding is spent in the community. It is used to help make 
decisions about which services are needed and where they 
should be, such as hospitals, kōhanga reo, schools, roads, 
public transport, and recreational facilities. 

Census Online or On Paper  
You can do your forms online or on paper. Statistics New 
Zealand census collectors will deliver an Internet Access 
Code and paper forms to your home before census 
day.  Forms are available in either English or Māori. It is 
secure, quick and easy to do your forms online, and if all 
the forms for your household are filled in online, your  
collector may not need to come back. 

Personal Information Protected 
Your personal information is protected by the Statistics Act 
1975 and is not shared. No other organisation – including 
the New Zealand Police, Immigration Service or Inland 
Revenue – can obtain census information that will identify 
you.   
 
Census Information Benefits Communities 
Answers to census questions help us understand the kind 
of services that communities need, and where they need to 
be. It is important that questions are answered fully and 
accurately so that community plans match the needs of our 
clients and their families/whanau—both now and in the  
future. Census information is used in ways that can directly 
benefit communities.   

Remember—census day only comes around once every 
five years.  Make sure you, your family/whanau and anyone 
staying the night of 8 March 2011 fills in their form. 
 

For more information visit www.census.govt.nz   

4 The Rainbow Quill  Southland Multicultural Council Inc   March 2011 

 During An Earthquake 
A reminder: 
• If you are inside  a building, 
move no more than a few steps, 
drop, cover and hold. Stay  
indoors till the shaking stops and 
you are sure it is safe to exit. In 
most buildings in New Zealand 
you are safer if you stay where 
you are until the shaking stops. 

• If you are in an elevator , drop, cover and hold. 
When the shaking stops, try and get out at the nearest 
floor if you can safely do so. 

• If you are outside , move no more than a few steps, 
away from buildings, trees, streetlights and power lines, 
then drop, cover and hold. 

• If you are at the beach or near the coast , drop, 
cover and hold then move to higher ground immediately 
in case a tsunami follows the quake. 

• If you are driving , pull over to a clear location, stop 
and stay there with your seatbelt fastened until the  
shaking stops. Once the shaking stops, proceed with 
caution and avoid bridges or ramps that might have 
been damaged. 

• If you are in a mountainous area or near unstable 
slopes or cliffs, be alert for falling debris or landslides. 

safe places in an earthquake   
• Somewhere close to you, no more than a few steps 
or less than three metres away, to avoid injury from fly-
ing debris. 

• Under a strong table. Hold on to the table legs to 
keep it from moving away from you. 

• Next to an interior wall, away from windows that can 
shatter and cause injury and tall furniture that can fall on 
you. Protect your head and neck with your arms. 

• Keep in mind that in modern homes, doorways are 
no stronger than any other part of the structure and  
usually have doors that can swing and injure you. 

 

DROP, COVER, HOLD 
 

From http://www.getthru.govt.nz .  You can also find this 
information inside the yellow cover of the Telephone  
Directory. 

  

Note:  

Census cancelled on March 8 
due to Christchurch earthquake 



 

  

      
 

Census Day  
Tuesday 8 th March 2011 

What is the census? 
 

The census is the official count of how many people and dwellings there are in New Zealand. It takes a snapshot of 
the people in New Zealand and the places where we live. By law, Statistics NZ must hold a census once every five 
years, and everyone must fill in a form.  
 

Why is it important? 
Population information from the census helps determine how billions of dollars of government funding is spent in the 
community. It is used to make decisions about services such as:   

• hospitals   
• schools   
• roads   
• public transport   
• recreational facilities 
 

Census information is used to decide electoral boundaries. It is also used by councils, community groups and  
businesses to plan for the future.  
 
You will receive information at your door from census people who will provide you with forms with a special number 
which you can use to fill in the required information on line or on the forms they leave you.  
 

Please ensure that you take the time to provide thi s important information 
 

Events Coming Up in March  
 

Come for Free Lunch – Monday 7 th March – 11.am – 12.30pm Venture Southland 143 Spey  Street 
 

We need feedback from migrants about coming to live in NZ and working on farms. Did you get enough information before 
you applied for your visas? Were you prepared for the change of culture, the different weather, the expense of setting up 
house, working in computerised cow sheds, riding a four wheeler motor bike and driving on our roads?  The taxes you pay 
and the costs of health care, learning English, what were you told about our education system which your children are in 
now?   
 
Tuesday 8 th March – Lumsden Coffee Morning 10.00am – 12.00pm L umsden Resource Centre 
 

Settlement Support will be in Lumsden with Immigration forms and be on hand to answer questions about migration  
challenges.   
 

Sue Morrison-Bailey, Settlement Support Co-ordinato r,  03 2111803  
143 Spey Street, Invercargill,  funded by Departmen t of Labour 

sue@venturesouthland.co.nz  

 

March 2011 
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Race Relations Day 
Each day 21 March is observed around the world as 
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination. The United Nations selected  
21 March to symbolise the need to end racism.  
The date recalls the tragic loss of life at  
Sharpeville in South Arica, 21 March 1960. 
 

 Note: Census cancelled on March 8 

due to Christchurch earthquake 



 

Citizen's Advice Bureau                  
corner of Dee & Gala streets  

 

This agency has been set up to assist people with  
enquiries for services and for referral to other  

agencies.  
                       

 Specialist service include: 

Justice of the Peace clinic – Saturday 10am until 
noon.  (no appointment necessary) 

Consumer clinic - every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,    
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment  

Legal services - free legal service on Thursday 
night.  An appointment must be made. 

Telephone:   (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222                                

 Southland Community Law Centre 

5 Tay Street 

Invercargill (just along from W.I.N.Z) 

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800   
 

Services include: 

• providing legal information 

• advice and assistance 

• promoting legal education and law reform 

• and in some cases representing people in court. 
 

These services are usually provided free to eligibl e 
members of the public. Check with your local com-
munity law centre to see what services they offer.  

    

Learn English Learn English Learn English Learn English     
at SITat SITat SITat SIT    

    
ZZZZEROEROEROERO    FEESFEESFEESFEES    FORFORFORFOR    NNNNEWEWEWEW    ZZZZEALANDEALANDEALANDEALAND    CCCCITIZENSITIZENSITIZENSITIZENS    ANDANDANDAND    PPPPER-ER-ER-ER-

MANENTMANENTMANENTMANENT    RRRRESIDENTSESIDENTSESIDENTSESIDENTS            

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents 

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country 

to improve their English language learning at no cost.        

Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist 

them through their study.  
                                                     

SIT offer?  SIT offer?  SIT offer?  SIT offer?  Full & part-time Intensive English language  cer-

tificate, NZQA approved with part-time afternoon IELTS pro-

gram.        
                                                                               

Beginning any MondayBeginning any MondayBeginning any MondayBeginning any Monday----Times are:                                               Times are:                                               Times are:                                               Times are:                                               
    Monday– Thursday 9am-3pm and                   
 Fridays 9am-12pm.                                                                           

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8770 or 
 email overseas@sit.ac.nz  

Membership of  
Southland Multicultural Council  

If you aren’t a member of Southland  
Multicultural Council and would like to be 
you can either phone Violet at the office for 
a form, come into the office and collect a 
form or download a form from our website 
www.multinations.co.nz.  On the website you will find the 
membership form under the heading of publications. 
 

Annual Membership is  $15 per family  

 

 

 

  Southland Centre 
       

184 Esk Street, Invercargill 
Tel/fax: 03-2182736  

email southland@esolht.org.nz 
 

Free English language classes for people from  

non-English speaking backgrounds* 

• Home tutors 

• Social English Groups 

• ( in Invercargill & Gore)  

• English for Employees  
       (a specially designed programme 
      for people in employment)   
 

 *conditions apply 

Notice Board 

    

March  

Birthday Greetings  

To:  
 
 

☺ Nicolai  

☺ Siddhanth  

☺ Cass  

☺ Krispell  

☺ Sonali  
 

Congratulations  to everyone else young and old having a 
birthday in February and to all those who had a birthday in 
January when we didn’t have a newsletter. 
 

If anyone would like to have birthday greetings in our 
newsletters please let Violet know at the office, 214 9296 

☺ Krish 

☺ Jake 

☺ Samuel 

☺ Melissa 

☺ Linus 
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Kids Korner  

 
 
Hi Everyone 
 
Sometimes when I’ve been driving to Dunedin I’ve seen 
dark blue birds in the fields near the side of the road 
where there’s water.  This is usually  beside the long 
straight road between Milton and the turn off to Mosgiel.  
These birds are called Pukeko which is the common 
name, derived from the Maori language, for the Purple 
Swamphen. 
 
The colour red was associated with nobility and power by Maori so the Pukeko was held in high  
esteem because of its read beak and legs. 
 
If you think the pukeko looks like a takahe which is another New Zealand bird, you’re right.  You 
might have seen pictures of takahe or learnt about them at school.  Pukeko and takahe are closely 
related, but the takahe is three times heavier than the pukeko. 
 
The Pukeko is mentioned in the Maori myth, “How the Kiwi Lost her Wings”, in which several birds of 
the forest were asked to come down from the trees to eat the bugs on the ground and save the  
forest. All the birds of the forest gave excuses except the Kiwi, who was willing to give up its colours 
and the ability to fly.  The Pukeko’s excuse was that it looked too damp down there, and he didn’t 
want to get his feet wet.  The myth is that the Pukeko was punished for its reluctance. Pukeko was 
told that he would have to live forever in swampy areas.  When you see a Pukeko, that is where you 
usually see it, in swampy areas. 
 
Pukeko are also known for their bold scheming and determination.  In the past they stole food like 
kumara and taro from gardens. They sometimes even steal eggs from each other. 
 
If you’d like to read some wonderful stories about pukeko the Invercargill Children's Library has quite 
a few books written about these colourful birds that get up to all sorts of adventures.  If you live in the  
country you can check with your nearest library if they have children’s books about pukeko.  If your 
family isn’t a member of your nearest library its free to join the library. 
 

Violet  ☺☺☺☺    
Information and photo from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pukeko 

 

 

 
 

� Congratulations to Krishna & Bashundhari Dhakal who had a baby girl in January. 

  

� Congratulations to those members and friends of Southland Multicultural Council who became New Zealand  

citizens at the ceremony on 22 February—Pavel Floroiu, Gerhardus and Catharina Lammersen, and Michele and Erin 

Khan and daughter Marche.  We trust that you will all enjoy being a New Zealand citizen. 
 

 

 

If you have any news you would like to go in our monthly newsletter please let Violet know at the office, either by phone or email. 

Family News 
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Pukeko 



 

Please return to :Please return to :Please return to :Please return to :    

Southland Multicultural Council  

Southland Community House 

46  Kelvin Street 

Invercargill 

 


