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SOUTHLAND MULTI-

NATIONS COUNCIL INC 

                                                 
Southland Multi -Nations Counci l           
46 Kelvin Street Invercargi l l              
(03) 2149296    
E-mail : mul tinations@woosh.co.nz  

DISCLAIMER—  
The information disclosed in this publication does not necessarily reflect the view of the  

Southland Multi-Nations Council Inc.    
Southland Multi-Nations Council Inc does not support any particular political party. 

    Potluck DinnerPotluck DinnerPotluck DinnerPotluck Dinner    
 Saturday 18 September  6.30pm  
 Holy Trinity Church Hall,  
 King Street, Windsor 
 

 Please bring a plate of food to sharePlease bring a plate of food to sharePlease bring a plate of food to sharePlease bring a plate of food to share    
    

Theme: Spring.  Bring along a picture of a 
spring flower from your country or a real one if it grows here.  
What spring customs do you have in your country? 
        

Everyone WelcomeEveryone WelcomeEveryone WelcomeEveryone Welcome    
Members of Southland Multi-Nations—free 
 Non members—a gold coin donation 
 

WATOTO CHILDREN’S 

CHOIR 

Coming to Invercargill 
September 11 & 12 

 

The choir shares stories of Uganda’s  

children, through African dance and song 

and are proof that incredible change is 

possible when we invest in the lives of the down-trodden and the vulnerable.   
 

The Watoto Children’s Choir, who are AIDS orphans and have over recent years per-

formed for the Queen at Buckingham Palace, and for US President George Bush, is 

coming to Southland and Otago. Make sure you come along to one of their concerts! 
 

Since 2003 TEAR Fund has proudly supported the work of Watoto; an incredible 

church-based ministry, caring for parentless children in Uganda, Africa. 
 

Concerts in Invercargill          

Sat.  11
th

 Sept    7pm         Southern River Church, Dee Street, 114 Dee Street 

Sun. 12
th

 Sept    9.30 & 11am  Invercargill Central Baptist Church, 11 Deveron Street 

                                  6pm                 Invercargill Christian Centre, 165 Leet Street 

Concert in Gore 

Wed.  15
th

 Sept   7pm             Calvin Presbyterian Church 
 

You can visit their website http://www.watoto.com to find out more about the choir 

and listen to samples of their music. 



From President Brian From President Brian From President Brian From President Brian     
Kia ora te whanau, Greetings to members and friends 
 

As I write I have just returned from Christchurch, 
where I was privileged to receive, on behalf of 
our group, the Human Rights Commission’s 
2010 Diversity Action Award. The award reads 
“for an outstanding contribution to the Diversity 
Action Programme.” It is an honour for our work 
in the community to be recognised in this way, 
and I am most grateful to the Human Rights 
Commission. We were one of thirteen organizations who received  
recognition in this way. Congratulations to our co-ordinator and committee 
whose good work has earned us this reward.  While in Christchurch I also 
attended a Diversity Forum run by the Commission and heard some  
excellent speakers, notably Hana O’Regan, daughter of Sir Tipene,  
Kaumatua of the Ngai Tahu iwi.  Hana is an interesting and articulate 
speaker. I recommend her to you if you ever have the chance to hear her. 

At our August pot-luck meeting, a short special general meeting was held to 
vote on a change in the name of our organization, which is now to be called  
Southland Multicultural Council Incorporated.  This is to comply with a  
request from the Federation of New Zealand Multicultural Councils, to which 
we are affiliated. 

Presently we are planning a Treaty of Waitangi seminar, to be held later this 
year.  The facilitator will be Bill Hamilton, of the Human Rights Commission.  
Bill has presented a similar seminar for us some years ago, and I urge you 
all to attend if at all possible.  We hear much about The Treaty in the media, 
and as newcomers to this country you may be wondering about its  
importance and relevance today, as a historical document.  This seminar 
will put it into perspective and give you a clear understanding of the history 
and background of it.  If you need more information, call me, or Violet at the 
office.  Watch this newsletter for information on registration, I hope to see 
you there. 
 
Kind regards to you all. 
 

Brian Bellett 
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If you’d like to share a story with readers of this newsletter— something 
that has helped you to settle into New Zealand, a good news story, a rec-
ipe , something else of interest and appropriate for the newsletter — you 
can email it to me at multinations@woosh.co.nz and I will include it as 
space permits.  Thanks.  Violet 

If you would like to talk to the police about anything you 
can phone me on 215 0311 or  
Invercargill Police Station 211 0400. 

Remember, if it is urgent dial 111 
Community Constable, Anthony Hogan 

  

Tax Credit for  
Donations 

 

 
 
Southland Multi-Nations Council Inc. is an 
incorporated society and is registered under 
the Charities Act 2005.   
 
Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a 
donations tax credit  from the Inland  
Revenue Department.  A GST receipt will 
be issued so you can claim the rebate. 
 

 
 

The purpose of Southland Multi-Nations is 
to promote and protect the interests  

of ethnic people in Southland 

 
 
 
 
 

 New to Eastern Southland? 
 

 Visit http://easternsouthland.newcomers.co.nz/ 

Photo Gallery  

Coordinator Violet receiving a grant for South-
land Multi-Nations from United Way local  
representative Bruce Cowan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Brian presenting Alini Finlayson with 
a certificate from Southland Multi-Nations at her 
60th birthday party. 

Alini (left) with  Arieta Kerr at Alini’s 60th party. 
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From the CoordinatorFrom the CoordinatorFrom the CoordinatorFrom the Coordinator    
    

Greetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyone    
    

It’s been a busy and interesting month again.  While President Brian was on holiday in  
Wellington it was my pleasure to attend a function to receive a grant from United Way for 
 Multi-Nations.   
 
Recently, I was asked to talk to a communications class at SIT about communicating cross 

culturally.  I asked Max & Ally to come with me so the students could  ask them questions.  We had a great time 
sharing about the way we do things differently.  Being a volunteer and helping others is a good way of feeling part of 
the community.  Thanks to Jim who went to Fernworth school  in August to read a story during book week and 
Reggie and her group who did Filipino dancing at Windsor North School at the end of July. And of course, there 
were all the volunteers who helped at Kidzone who I thanked in the last newsletter. It’s encouraging that we’re being 
asked to be involved in the community. 
 
Coming up on October 30th we have a workshop on The Treaty with Bill Hamilton and Karolin Potter.  I have heard 
Bill talk before about The Treaty and he presented it in a way I could understand and appreciate.  I’ve also been in 
workshops which Karolin has run. Somehow even with a serious subject Karolin can inject laughter!  You need to be 
at this workshop to meet these wonderful people. 
 
As you will see in President Brian’s report Southland Multi-Nations is going to have a name change to become 
Southland Multicultural Council Incorporated.  Once the legal paperwork has been done the new logo and name will 
appear in the newsletter. 
 

Violet Stewart 

 
 
 
 

 

Photos of the New Southlanders will be on display i n  
H&J Smith's Appliance Centre from 29 August - 26 Se ptember  

There will be also be photos of  Southland over the past years 
   

We will then give the photos to the families immediately after the event. A sincere thank you to all those patient  
people, some of whom had a long wait before their photos could be taken. 

Dawn Patterson, Southland Photographic Society 

Southland Photographic Society 

70th Anniversary 

Go along and see if you 
can recognise those from 
our Multi-Nations family! 

Workshop on The Treaty of WaitangiWorkshop on The Treaty of WaitangiWorkshop on The Treaty of WaitangiWorkshop on The Treaty of Waitangi    
Saturday October 30, 9.30 to 12.30pm Saturday October 30, 9.30 to 12.30pm Saturday October 30, 9.30 to 12.30pm Saturday October 30, 9.30 to 12.30pm     

at Lindsfarne Community Centre, cnr Lindisfarne & Miller Street, Invercargillat Lindsfarne Community Centre, cnr Lindisfarne & Miller Street, Invercargillat Lindsfarne Community Centre, cnr Lindisfarne & Miller Street, Invercargillat Lindsfarne Community Centre, cnr Lindisfarne & Miller Street, Invercargill    
 

Workshop Presenters: Workshop Presenters: Workshop Presenters: Workshop Presenters: Bill Hamilton, Kaiwhakarite, Human Rights Commission and 
Karolin Potter, Advisor for the Human Rights Commission 
 

More details about the content of the workshop will be in the October newsletter, or phone the office. 
Everyone welcome to attend. Everyone welcome to attend. Everyone welcome to attend. Everyone welcome to attend.     

 

The workshop is FREEFREEFREEFREE but please register please register please register please register so there is  enough morning tea and photocopied hand-
outs for everyone. Phone the Multi-Nations office 214 9296 or email multinations@woosh.co.nz 

What a Drama! 
My wife Ally and I attended 'The Maids', staged at  
Centrestage on the 18th of August.  We were invited by Ash and 
Hollie, whom we met during a communications class held by Violet 
from Multinations.  The script was superbly ridiculous - we have 
never watched plays of this character before - and we felt that the three stage actresses performed marvellously and 
brought the interplay of master-servant and sibling relationships to life.  Congratulations to Ash, Hollie, the girl who 
played Claire, and to the backstage crew for bringing a complicated play to life.  We hope to see more plays staged 
by SIT Drama students.  Max Yap 
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 Invercargill City Libraries Community Focus 
 

We at the Invercargill City Libraries are expanding our horizons, by providing more services 
to families and the wider community.  We pride ourselves in welcoming new members and 
endeavour to offer a range of  materials for recent migrants to the Invercargill and Southland 
region.   

We invite members of the community to discover what we can offer as a relatively inexpensive form of  
entertainment. We also provide supplementary education resources where English is your second language.  Every 
day our collection of books and other material is expanding where we offer current ways for you to build on your 
knowledge of English.   

The Children’s Library provides fun activities and services for the younger members of your 
family, with book groups for children, Wriggle and Rhyme sessions with mums and new 
babies, a fantastic selection of books, dvds, cds, talking books and games, as well as story 
times for families to come along and join into in a vibrant, warm and welcoming  
environment. 

There are also book groups for adults and a range of events that take place throughout the 
year that all are welcome to join in.   

If you are looking for further information about the Invercargill City Libraries please contact Helena or Kirsty, or log 
onto the website www.ilibrary.co.nz   

We look forward to meeting you on your future visits. 
Kirsty Graham, Outreach Librarian, Invercargill City Libraries 

Invercargill Youth Council 
Invites you to  

Meet the Invercargill City Council Mayoral and  
Councillor Candidates 

Wednesday September 8, SBHS Hall Herbert St 
5.00pm 

 
• What do they think about youth issues in the city? 

• What role should the Council play in youth issues? 
 

Come and listen and bring your questions 
 

Enquiries to 021 391674, 2111669 
mary.napper@icc.govt.nz 

 

 
National Council of Women  

invite you to a public meeting to 
 

Meet the Women Candidates  
presentation and  question time 

 
Sept 14 venue Salvation Army citadel at 7.30pm  

gold coin donation and supper to follow 

Opportunity to meet the  
Invercargill City Council Mayoral  

And Councillor Candidates 
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Moving out of winter into spring is always a joyous time as flower bulbs emerge from the ground and pot plants to 
perfume our world.  Of course it’s hectic on the farms as the daily routine merges into the next day as demanding 

calves and lambs are feed.  This is also the time for newcomers arriving into the region looking for work, places to 

live and new people to get to know.   

Regional councils are responsible for natural resources, environmental planning and all regulations administered 

at a regional level.  

City councils and district councils provide local services such as water, rubbish collection and disposal, sewage 
treatment, parks, reserves, street lighting, roads and libraries. They process building and environmental consents 

and administer other regulatory tasks.   

Community boards focus on matters affecting your immediate community and representing these to the full city 

or district council.   
District health boards are responsible for the delivery of publicly funded health and disability support services for 

an area.  District health board elections give communities the opportunity to elect seven of the 11 board members 

for each of the 21 boards around the country. 

How do I know if I am eligible to enrol? 

Basically, you are qualified to enrol if: 
you are 18 years or older 

you are a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident and 

Phone us free on 0800 ENROL NOW (0800 36 76 56) or send your name and address to Freetext 3676, and a form 
will be posted out to you. 

How Do I Vote: 
Local council and district health board elections are done by postal voting. This means you will get and send your 

voting papers back in the mail if you enrolled by Friday 20 August 2010 or organise to get papers sent to you. 
Council elections are run using either the: 

First Past the Post (FPP) electoral system, where the candidate(s) who get the most votes win the seat, and voters 

tick the name(s) of their preferred candidate(s), or 

Single Transferable Vote (STV) (External Link to dia.govt.nz), where candidate(s) have to cross a vote threshold 

based on the number of seats to be filled and the number of votes cast, and voters rank the list of candidates with 
their vote transferring down this list until it helps a candidate cross the threshold.  

 For further information about councils and voting go to http://lgnz.co.nz/events/2010elections.html  

General Employees 
Any employee who has not had a reasonable opportunity to vote on Election Day before starting work, must be al-

lowed to leave her or his work for the purpose of voting no later than 3pm for the remainder of the day. An em-
ployer cannot make deductions from the employee’s remuneration for the time taken off. 

 

Employees Carrying Out Any Essential Work or Service 
Any employee who is required to work after 3pm for the purpose of carrying on any essential work or service must 

be allowed to leave her or his work for a reasonable time earlier in the day for the purpose of voting. An employer 
cannot make deductions from the employee’s remuneration in respect of the time taken off, provided it does not 

exceed 2 hours. 
        http://www.elections.org.nz/files/E193_0.pdf 

Sue Morrison-Bailey 

Southland Settlement Support 

September 

2010 

Local Body Elections: 
 

Voting in the 2010 local council and district health board elections runs between 

Friday 17 September and midday Saturday 9 October 2010. 



Citizen's Advice Bureau                  
corner of Dee & Gala streets  

 

This agency has been set up to assist people with  
enquiries for services and for referral to other  

agencies.  
                       

 Specialist service include: 

Justice of the Peace clinic – Saturday 10am until 
noon.  (no appointment necessary) 

Consumer clinic - every Wednesday 3pm- 4.30pm,    
Friday 12pm-1.30pm- call to make an appointment  

Legal services - free legal service on Thursday 
night.  An appointment must be made. 

Telephone:   (03) 218 6648 or 0800 367 222                                
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 Southland Community Law Centre 

5 Tay Street 

Invercargill (just along from W.I.N.Z) 

Ph 03 214 3180 or 0800 55 0800   
 

Services include: 

• providing legal information 

• advice and assistance 

• promoting legal education and law reform 

• and in some cases representing people in court. 
 

These services are usually provided free to eligibl e 
members of the public. Check with your local com-
munity law centre to see what services they offer.  

    

Learn English Learn English Learn English Learn English     
at SITat SITat SITat SIT    

    
ZZZZEROEROEROERO    FEESFEESFEESFEES    FORFORFORFOR    NNNNEWEWEWEW    ZZZZEALANDEALANDEALANDEALAND    CCCCITIZENSITIZENSITIZENSITIZENS    ANDANDANDAND    PPPPERMANENTERMANENTERMANENTERMANENT    RRRRESIDENTSESIDENTSESIDENTSESIDENTS            

The SIT English language school provides new & old residents 

of Southland the best educational opportunity in the country 

to improve their English language learning at no cost.        

Full time students can apply for study allowances to assist 

them through their study.  
                                                     

SIT offer?  SIT offer?  SIT offer?  SIT offer?  Full & part-time Intensive English language  

certificate, NZQA approved with part-time afternoon IELTS 

program.        
                                                                               

Beginning any MondayBeginning any MondayBeginning any MondayBeginning any Monday----Times are:                                               Times are:                                               Times are:                                               Times are:                                               
    Monday– Thursday 9am-3pm and                   
 Fridays 9am-12pm.                                                                           

For further information call 03 2112699 extn. 8770 or 
 email overseas@sit.ac.nz  

Membership of  

Southland Multi-Nations  

If you aren’t a member of Southland Multi-Nations and 
would like to be you can either phone Violet at the office 
for a form, come into the office and collect a form or 
download a form from our website 
www.multinations.co.nz.  On the website you will find the 
membership form under the heading of publications. 
 

Annual Membership is  $15 per family  

 

 

 

  Southland Centre 
       

184 Esk Street, Invercargill 
Tel/fax: 03-2182736  

email southland@esolht.org.nz 
 

Free English language classes for people from  

non-English speaking backgrounds* 

• Home tutors 

• Social English Groups 

• ( in Invercargill & Gore)  

• English for Employees  
       (a specially designed programme 
      for people in employment)   
 

 *conditions apply 

Notice Board 

    

September 

Birthday Greetings To:   
 

☺ Nicholas  

☺ Shayal  

☺ Daniel  

☺ Ritchie 

☺ Monish  

☺ Robert  

☺ Alexandra  

☺ Kimelie  

☺ Jovita  
 

This month we have two people called  Isaac having a 
birthday. Congratulations to both of them and everyone 
else young and old having a birthday in August. 

☺ Meiana 

☺ Karl 

☺ Afyeen 

☺ Adina 

☺ Sadaley 

☺ Nistha 

☺ Gurudaksna 

☺ Shweta 
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Kids Korner  

 
Hi Everyone 
 
In some countries, particularly those in the northern hemisphere, spring comes in 
March/April about the same time as Easter and it is celebrated then.  Australia and 

New Zealand have decided that September 1st each year is the official first day of the start of Spring.  
However, the ‘real’ first day of Spring changes depending on when the sun crosses the equator which is 
usually around September 20/21. 
 
When I lived in Mauritius and Zimbabwe we had only had two seasons 
a dry season and a wet season which is different from New Zealand 
where we have the four seasons of spring, summer, autumn, winter. 
When I lived in Mauritius and Zimbabwe I would look at my photo of 
lambs and daffodils I took at a friend’s farm in NZ  to remind me of 
these things I missed.  Unfortunately, I can’t find that photo now but this one is very similar. 

 
On the internet I even found a recipe for a “Spring Puzzle Cake” which you can 
eat. It is an American website and I’m not sure we can get the same ingredients 
here to make it.  This is the website if you want to have a look:  
http://familyfun.go.com/recipes/spring-puzzle-cake-686470/ 
 
If you like doing jigsaw puzzles there are some spring online jigsaw puzzles at 
http://www.dltk-holidays.com/spring/puzzles/index.htm.  This is 
a good, safe website to find lots of fun things to do. 

   

 Violet    ☺☺☺☺    

A Practical Reference to Religious Diversity (second edition 2009)  
 

While this is a resource to provide New Zealand Police members with  

information about major religions in New Zealand it is also useful to help anyone 

to better understand other cultures. 
 

The religions covered are Maori Spirituality, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic Jewish, 

Sikh.  The section on each of the religions  covers the following: an overview; death and 

related issues; gender roles and family; physical contact and other sensitivities; religious 

practices and policing.  
 

It is easy to read and only 64 pages and can be downloaded from this website: 

http://www.police.govt.nz/service/ethnic/Police%20Religion%20Handbook.pdf 

 

 
� After seven years living and working in Southland, Pavel Floroiu is moving to Dunedin.  He will be missed, but we 
look forward to seeing him often, as he will just be up the road. 
 

If you have any news you would like to go in our monthly newsletter please let Violet know at the office, ei-

Family News 

Rainbow Praise— 
 a festival of Christian choirs/singing groups from  different  
 ethnic communities come together to share their so ngs of worship.  
  Sunday  November 7th, First Presbyterian Church, Tay Street , Invercargill  
 2pm to 3.30pm, followed by afternoon tea.     

 FREE admission, but a koha/donation would be appreciated to help with expenses 



Please return to :Please return to :Please return to :Please return to :    

Southland Multi-Nations Council  

Southland Community House 

46  Kelvin Street 

Invercargill 

 96 Spey Street, Invercargill 
tel 218 2312 
priyaspice@ymail.com 
 

Opening hours: Mon—Fri 
10am to 2.30pm,  
4.30pm to 6.30pm 
 

Sat 9.30am to 3.30pm 

Spicy Seafood 
 
Ingredients: 
 
500g   Raw shrimps 
2    Squid hoods 
250g   Mussels 
3 tablespoons  Cooking oil 
2    Medium onion, sliced 
2 cloves  Garlic, crushed 
1 tablespoon  Grated fresh ginger 
1/2 teaspoon  Ground turmeric 
1 teaspoon  Chilli powder 
1 teaspoon  Paprika 
1/4 cup    Tomato puree 
1 teaspoon  Grated palm sugar  
   or soft brown sugar 
 

Method:   Peel and de-vein the shrimps.  Cut the squid hoods 
into 6cm squares and score a crisscross pattern lightly into the 
flesh with a small sharp knife.  Scrub the mussels and remove 
the beards.  Heat the oil in a large heavy-based pan or wok, 
add the onion garlic and ginger, and cook over medium heat for 
3 to 5 minutes or until the onion is soft.  Add the turmeric, chilli 
powder and paprika, and cook for 2 minutes or until the oil  
begins to separate from the spices.  Add the seafood to the pan 
and cook over high heat for 3 to 5 minutes or  until the shrimps 
are pink.  Stir in the tomato puree and sugar and stir-fry for 3 
minutes or until the sauce is heated through. Serve with  rice or 
noodles. 


